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~ From the Louisiana Courier -
i Y I
' Recent advices from Washineton an.
[ pounce, that the chevalier De Onis has
tice M made a formal demand on our sovern-
 ment for the surrender of the Floridas,
5 nd likewise for the delivery of gener-
i.]Jf ol Toledo and -his associates, in order
.~ thit they way be bro’t to condign pun-

 ishment for having dared to promote

"

K the émancipation of Mexico fiom the

thraldom of Spain. ,

{ Those demands, whether viewed
separately or cohnected, are to be con-
sidered among the political novelties

| of the nineteenth century,

b The age of chivalry is about to com-

| mence, Ferdinand VII. and the pope,

 with the aid of the inquisition, are a-
bout to establish their supremacy in the

[ new as wellas in the old world.  Kulls

"
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W

I
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South Americaand Mexico, are becom-
| ing as fashionable as during the reign
of Charles V ; and if we are to judge
| fom the lofty ground taken by the
chevalier Onis, it is presumable that
Ferdinand means to take under his holv

. Jl potection a portion of the citizens of

| the United States. After we give up
te Floridas, I suppos= the pext ques-
tion will arise as to the validity of our
| lolling Louisiana, because a5 it is the

 order of the day among the potentates.

| of Europe, to undo all that France. has
aoe since Lonig™ X VI was deéposed.
§ Spain conceives that she hasa rightto

| require the restitution of a territory.

vhich she consented ta part with du-
 ting the momeénts of her imbecility,
but which she may now deem essential
| for the dignity and integrity of the
k Sounish  monarchy.  Waving every
| discussion for the present on these
 points, let us take a cursory view of
the d-mand for the persons of gener-
al Toledo and his associates,
The ingabirants ofthe Mexican em
| pire have been struggling for sorne
years past to emancipate themselves
ko the vnost galling opptession that
ever afflicted any portion of the
human race & they haveso far succeed-
tdas to speead the spirit of resistance
against Spain from one extremity of
the empire to the other. Hitherto
they have had no «ffuctive agsistange
from the United S.utes or any other
-quarter 5 they bave heen licerally with-
Duta.rms or munitioms of war, with-
@ Ot discipline or orgunization 3 and yet
with all these disadvantages, and not-
| mthsm“di"g the accounts that have
been published in the city of Mexico,
# Havana and Cadiz, of ten, twenty,
and thirty thousand rebels being slain
I battle, we find that these rebels
have been gradually augmenting ; that
they have formed a social edifice,elec-
ed representatives from the greater
Portlop of the cmpire j that their con-
Rressisnow securcly holding its ses-
Yoniuthe heart of the country ; that the
Tepublican armics have invested or
taken
I’Iacﬁs 0 the interior; that the com-
TMiications between the cities Vera
-¥"z and Mexico is frequently inter-
Tupted by the republicans and that the
Toyal forces in tic city of Mexico ave
Obliged to remain in the city for its
Protection, it being well understood
hatifthe troops were only a few days
thsent from the place, the viceroy
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W?]uld be'deposed, and the banners of
Mlependence wave on the turrets of

alcity, [ have given this statement

~ Ofthe situation of things from date I
- 9'_“"’3_ to be correct, and with aview
®inspiring the hopes of those wha
:]m"f’ Inthe' feelings and sentimeni(s
. W€ writer on this interesting sub-
{F?*-' Musgh has been said about hos-

, e combinations, and of the thousands
::]l(liz lens of thousands of American
’evmf‘mf tl}oat had joined the Mexican
Cyorolationtstsy and nd doubt the min-
_Jterconsuls, and all those who were

cé’s‘:le to the .independence of Mexi-
’

-Berated representations to'the govern:

d atthe end of the year will be con-

for those sent 15 miles, and a further

goming from the country must be ac-

|

| and expeditions against the heretics of |

Possession of many important’

1ave made ridiculous and exag-

Wentof the U, States on this subject 3

edgy, aad parhaps a few hundred inu.
‘tile muskets; 15 about the whole assis-.
tance they haveas yet ‘obuined from
our countrymen.  Had it been other.
wise, that is to sav,1f twe or three reg-
iments of our citizens,: conduéted by
rooil officérs, had co-operated with the
Mz xicay  -patriots, the destidigs -of
Mixicg wotld have begnfixed loi be~

VERTISEMENTS, not cx'{:eedi{\;r A e G e Rt odiieseeit o o
-"we'-wil! be inserted Eor 30, cnte the: gt A0 ’{“"*"m Priges the kve'?ﬂ)'t:fait*
.gqflﬂ'-n. el Qb contd foxn»éiféﬁhéﬁﬁﬁﬁnaﬁéﬂ1 (‘ﬂnd sheil” rejolce at the

tlie conduct.of the Spa(}i'sh cabinet in
raviving a coutroversy eltherab'out the
Fjoridas or Louisiana, may enable our
. g?vem-nncnl to depart i’r'om‘t_hat systewm
of apathy which we have bitherto ob-
’,sgvved towards the sts'uggies ol the
Mexican pat:'t‘iots, and that in .pla.'ce of
[sz]pélamati(ms f‘rom Our executive) c:au.-
tigning our citizens aguiast enrotling
themselves under the bunuers of Mex-
ican independence, they wili be invited
antl encouraged by our government o
‘an‘undevtaking congenial to .Hzevfg-e.lf
ings of every genuine American, and
“degply interesting to the future glory
and prosperity of our country.
When we reflect that in vur streg-
gles againgt our moz/z(::‘_cou‘nt,ry, we
‘dispatched our Jays and our F ranklias
toimplore the aid of men, inoney, arms
and ships from the nations of Europe,
and when we reflect that during. that
struggle our beloved Washington was
dsnounced as a reoel % a traitor, when
Jimes Madison and his compatriots
were all included in the British anathe-
mas; when we reflect on those solemn
facts,: we ought not, nay we cannot

t without -incurring the opprobrium of

apostacy, view withindifference the ef-
forts of our Mexican bretiren to shalte

off the chains of Spanish tyranny.
The cause of Mexico is not strictly

sle, that is to say, our ‘fbl‘l;l}_el‘ co_lonizil
governtiient and the blesslbgs we then
enjoyed made our political situation a
puradise when compared to the horrors
& citrages under which the Mexican
“popilation have been groaning tor more
than three centuries; and shall it be
recorded on the page of American his-
tory, that our government, our states-
nien and our citizens not only turned a
deafear toithe supplication of the Mc)‘_c-
ican patriots, but in reality palsied their
exertions by a course of measures cal-
cuisted to muke every [viend to tue
cause hesitate as to the opinions head-
vanced, or the steps e might feel dispo-
sed to take in their favor ! For my
own part I never have hesitated nor
ever will, in the open avowal of my
feelings and opinions on the subject—
Tne right of expatriation 1s given me
by the constitution of my country ; nor
is there a single clause therein that
authorises an inquisitorial scrutiny as
to what country I may feel inclined to
remove, or under what banners I may
enrcl mysclfin anotlier nation, (not-
withstanding the opinion of some leatn-
ed men to the contrary,) niuch less
would I feel any hesitation when my
abject was to rally round the standard
of freedom, and to assist in the eman-
cipation of six millions of my fellow
creatures from tyrannic oppression—
Under these circumstances I feel, I
hope, as every American ought to do,
a sentiment of contempt and indignha-
tion at the demand or requisition of
the chevalier de Onis for the persons of
gen. Toledo and his associates. Gen-
eral Toledois an officur in the service
of the American patriots, and there is
likewise in this place a minister from
the congress of Mexico, going to lay

is their duty, to render the cause of
Mexico popular in our country ; they
wish the aid of our government and
our citizens towards accomplishing
their object ; they have a right to pur-
sue every legal .means to effect that
object ; and in fact they are attempting
to do neither more or less than as be-
fore observed, our Franklins and our
Jays succeeded in doing for our coun-
try" during our strugglcs for independ-
enge ; they are under the safeguard of.
our laws, and te threm only are they a-
menable-—and as respects their associ-
ates, that is, any of my own countrymen
who are the advocates for the freedom
of Mexico, or who contemplate per-
sonally assisting the cause, Itrustthey
will find in the arrogaat demand of thé
chevalier de Onis, a new motive for ev-
‘ery legal and honorable exertion in fa-
vor of the independence of the Mexi-

can empire. - N
WM. D. ROBINSON:
New Orleans, V7th Feb. 1816.

———

The legislature of Pennsylvania has

analogous to our revolutionary struge .

bis eredentials before our government. |
These individuals are attempting,as

3

‘M. JOHNSON[01 Ky. said, ve con-
sidered it his duty 10 make d proposie
tioa to the Houseghy object of woict
wds the dispa G f:puvic vusiness,
a more punctual] ditendance of the,
members ol Corig fga Liclr duly, &

members: could Be brought. ever to \
call it, and, when demanded, very: sel- |
dom supported by the house,  and; if
supported there, certain memibers: to
whom the rule was obnoxious, would*

obstacle in.the 'way of progressing.—
From-theéxperience of the ‘house on |
this subject all would agree, that the |

be in the hands of a majority of the}
house, was. a dead letter “in time of"

snyrten the susstong ol Losgress, by
cnang e e Lo \_%ﬂnauou vi e |
memders Fon SIE "l

)

R . R . o (e lees !
the subdjecty nviythe s4me wikico- |

members i Pruporiion 10 Yueir aosence
from the Ilouse, Huriig ine scs.jon.
‘Tie puoltc business as been go {pm.
tracted, lisl atl tae ciose of ihree
moutits, DO wembder could see, with
any certa:niy, (e erataation of the
session. - Inisaclay miay be ascribed
to a vaviety of causes ;such as the ac-
cumuiatlon ol business, after a war—
the variely ol sentiment on every sub-
ject ; but to no-cause couid we ascribe
50 much the deiay of business, us to
the constant und never-ending debate
on every subject that cane before
Congress for aecision.  On sudjects
“of imporiance; difficulty and compitca-
tion, discussion was necessary and
propér—and on sucih occadsions it
shouid alivays be indulged, without
restraing uniil the subject was tho-
roughly understood. 1u speaking.. of
“the proceedings of the House, he did
not wish to be considered as casting
censure apon'any sicinber': He spoke
of the House as a body—he spoke of
evils which were apparent to all, and
it was the duty of ail to put an end to
them. He could speak more freely
otthe necessi-y of reform in the pro-
ceedings of the House, because he did
not prutend to inculpate himsctf less
thai others : on minor subjects, on de-
tail,as to phraseology, ana,ali amend-
meénts ty biils and reports, it was the
bounden duty of wmembers tohave con-
fidence in each othery and viot presune
any to be unprepared to acti On the
co. trury, it sould-be edriifted) as a4
matter of fact, thateach member coulg
Judye for himselt, and correctly, upo;
nearing the proposition madeé ; ang
if any difficuity shouid exist as to
matters of fact, a single enquiry of
Lthuse wuose duty 1t had been to exapm.
ine them, wouid be all that should be
required, in the way of conversation,
anu n,o} i setspeecies.s In any such
cases it wouid be 8 poor compliment
Lo the cupacily or atiention of any
euiber, o suppose tedious examina-
tion necessary.  Iadeed, we are very
ml!cl? mistaken, it we presume that |
the silent members of this House (and
they compose a majority). think fess
than those who speak most.  Those
who said but litle, were generally
master of the subject, understanding
the principles ana the details of a biil,
before it was acted upon, The House
had adopted a rule that no member
should speak more than twice on the
same question, and, indeed; the rule
was nominal, for leave was always gran-
ted, when asked. The cry for the
questions, wad a kind of disorder that
had no influence, because it was the
duty of the Speaker, at all times, to
suppress it it « member was on the
flour speaking. The inattention of
che House to members speaking, had
no greaterinfluence, as it was not un-
cominon to see an interesting speaker
occupying the floor, with an able
speech, with a half dozen friends a-
round him, listening, more out of
courtesvy than a desire to have any
doubts removed, in relation’to the sub-
ject.  Itis well known to the House,
that for several years past, particular-
ly during the war, there was a univer-
sal disgust, clamor and censure,
throughout the nation, at ottr much
talking and little action, Tiie people
had much reason on their side in this
disgust, but they weve not exaetly ac-
quainted with all the difficitities we
bad to encounter. Itis, howevei, high
time that Congress should be redecm-
edfrom imputations which have les-
sened very much the confidence of the
people. Itis also well knowny that
daily and hourly we hear the entreaties
of craimants, urging us to act upon
their petitions until the applicants in
many cases have to return home tpon
the bounty of friends, & continue to at--
tend Co‘ngrcss many ycars..wuhom a
déecision of their cases ; and in mbst in-
stances their clajms were of the most
meritorioas character. To these in-
ducements, Mr. Johnson said, a rule
cxisted; known by the name of the
previous question—-a rule  which
would never be -enforced, but in the.
most extreme necessity ; but, if it
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, ss, and pot adjodrn any
dav at'4 o’clock, when such” a course
of conduct woiild be to deprive them
of an adequate compensatidn, &c.—on
the other hand, to take aivay the impa-
tation on members of remaining in
session for the per diém ; and it will
hold out the inducement of -a higher-
reward in proportion to the industry
of the houie. Withdut this remedy
Congress would, after a while, have to
sit all the ¥ear, which wonld ultimate:
ly drive every man from Congress
whose time was valuable to himself
and family,and who was not wealthy
enough 6 make such & sacrifice of
time. Inafew years, riches, and not
patriotisiny would rule the nation—
whatever we have, let it be by the ses-
sion and not by the day. We can do
in three months, what we fail to do in
ten under the present -arrangment.—’
As soon a the spring opens, what do
we witness ! The farmer Wishes to
return to his family and farm j the me~
chanic to his shop ; tlie lawyer to his
courts—applications are daily made
for leave of absence; uiitil we ate: left
with a bare quorum, and sometimes’
t.ot that, we have to $end for members,
and those who- stay are injured, and
some ruined and vlitimately quit'Con-
gress from necessity, '

The session should be reduced to
three, and not extended to six thonths.
In suclia case its sacvifice: would not
be s6 great. If enguiry  should be
made in this stage of the business,
what compensation should e given as.
a gross.sunrof money 19 each membiér, .
Ahc-answer~Wolll Be easy’s such a
compensation as will not costthe Uni
ted States one cent mere, but by our
industry might be moreto us ; give a
member of Congress what you give to
your doorkeeper,your seargent at arms
and it will be better than the present
system.  Nothing extravagant, no-
thing prodigal ; a compensation re-
cetved vy 2 goed clerk in one of the
departments would be sufficient : pive
what we may; the compensation should
Se in a gross sum, and not a compen-
sation by the day. Mr. Johnsoh said the
cffecy of this ehange would prodice
three resuits==1st. It would lessen the
duration of the session ; 2d. It would
give the members greater compensa-
rion if they acted with industry ; 34.
It would save mioney to the nation, by
lessening the contingent expenses of
the house in fuel, stationary and atten-
dance, which was now very great.—
But it'may be asked, should a gross
sum operate upon members of Con-
gress to be more industrious, as it
would upoii the day laborer and he
who worked by the job? Muwr. John.
son said he had nodoubt on the sub-
jecty and it was no disgrace to mem-
bers to say, that they could be opera-
ted upon like other men—Ina gov-
err.ment like ours we shoud avoid ex-
travagancc——so should we extreme
parsimony. In relation to the repre-
sentatives ofa tree people, he thought
they should be actuated from patriot-
ic, and not sordid motives; and a
reasonable compensation was all they
should have. But a member of Con-
gress who represents 35,000;ﬁ‘eémen,
would feel himself degraded, and so
would the people, if such was the re-
ward as to drive from Congress all but
the rich and the favored few. Mr.
Johnson theh moved the following re-
solution ¢ ,

Resotoed, Thatia committee be appointed to
enquire into the expediency of changing the
present mode of compensation to the mem-
bers of Congress into a gross sum for each
session ; and {o report such other provisions
as ﬁ)'éy have a tendenty to the dispatch of,
publié‘ business, and to cot}lpel the punct.ual
attendance of members of Congress during
the session. '

Mr. RagpoLri expressed his hope
the resolve would be adopted; and car- |
ried into complete effect. In moving
it; he said, the gentleman from Ken-
 tiicky had acted with a manliness :
which became his charactet ; \'Vith a;
frankness and independence which
deserves not otily the thanks bi thiis A
body, but the approbation of the va- .
éion. The sitnation in which mem-
bers of congress were placed growing:
out of the manper ifi which they were
compensated for their public services, :
was, he said, disgraceful to them in- |

previous question, however proper tos
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the peap-e at large in the liglit of dap
Jlaborers, who worked here for sote-

thing less than'a dollar an_hour 5 for
‘something:mare perhapsthan you hive
to paya man for sawing wood. He

 call the ay¢¥.and ndes, and put every -projmised with'a golemn: dssurance of -

his’ sipcerity incthe declar
bis opinton wasnow,.and always had
been, :}h'at;‘the, ‘members of this and
I)he_ olher branch 6f the government
pught to receive no payment at ail. =
7I'his, he'said, he new to e @n  unpop-
‘wlar sentiment, but he sincerely entéra

aration, that

t

PArecdive navghos would Bave.

Pold k=" genticmeny bec:use Mame
bers of Congress ought to be weatles
men—~they. ought to, and he trusted
they were, in principle : not werely in
their exterior, but in their high sense
of i.¢énor, in a character which s'corné',
which spurns, to do that which is mean
and base. Inthis point of view, Mr,
R. said, he was decidedly in favor of
the:proposition of . the gentleman from
Kentucky. Mr, R. here took a dis-
cursive view of the causes and otigin
of the commitiee of accounts, ahd of
an attempton the part of the. Senate
some yeays ago tq establish adifference
in the rates of payment between meme-
bers of the Senste and of the othep
boise. A member of Congress, hé
went on to sav, was as much qnt,itled
to his pay for the day he does not at-.
tend a$ lor the day that he does attend 3
it-was not to be presumed;'because he
was. not in his seat, that he was idle.~=
His business, he said, wasnot merely .

to come hete to write and frank so'ma.

ny letters; read SO many newspapersy
and stitch together 50 many documents
as he daily finds on his table ; to ada
journ whenever the index of the ‘clbt’;k
pointed to 4 o’clock, and pass the res
maipder of the four and twenty hours
ina perfect abstraction of mind and

bhedy from labor. or exertion—No,

Mr. R. said, even Sunday shove ip

| Sabbath tlay {or him—and yet, his acs

coust with the Public for hi§ servicés
when a member herétofore, to this day
remained unsettled, because he could
not undertake to-say to the committed

of accounts: how  mapy..dayse he * had w7
‘beev aliiénragce.  Lhiguaidilosor ghoom
‘économy: he condemned=stould thep

think of substracting from the couie
pensation of the head of a Departmen
so thich for every day he did vot ¢go to
his ofiiee ! A member of Congress,
if he deserved to come at all, Mr, R,
said, had no compensation for his sere
vices in the miserible pittance Which
the governnient now allows, &c. He
hoped this motioh wouid pass, and that
another reform would take piace in
the mode of voing business in the hotise
that was, allowing days for business
in the house, and leaving othei days
for doing business out of the house,
&c.—The present systein might do,
said he, for meicenary soldiers; for
day laborers ; but not for men of our
time of life & our state. With respect
to devising any mode of forting the ate
tendance of members) he was afriid no
better could be devised thin that which
ex1sts & the compulsory process; stop-
ping wages, &c. treating the iheinbers
of this house like livery servants,
wotld not do.—Mr. R.contluded his
remarks by saying he had sometimes
reflected with pain on the gradual de-
preciation of the valiie nfa seat in this
house, sitice he first had the honor of a
seat ,in iti—Mcumbers then made no
sacrifices of the dignity of their stas
tion, ahd of their own persohal dignity.
If they had not possessed pative digni-
ty, they acquired it from their station §
they felt themselves the Representa-
tives each of thirty thousand souls.=-
They thoughtit beneath them in those
days, he said, Lo truckle to the great or
to the'small yulgar: to curry favor even
with great officers of state, either for-
egn or domestic ; much less with
printers of journals, newspapers$ &c.
"Mr. STANFORD rose to enter hia
protest agamst any increase of the
compensationof members ot Congress;
against offering siich emoliments as
would indice n.en of abilities to ptre-
fer offices and statiofis under the gEn-
eral government to those under the
state govetnments. le would dimin-
ish rather thanincrease the compensas
tiofr of the meinbers of this house. He
was willing to change the modé of
compensation; but not in any way so
as to increase it.  The depreciatioh of
money was, he said, a great and just
complaint ; but any change conteme
plating dn increase 8f the compensa-~

tion of the members; be thought, would

be a clange as§entially to the mischief

ot principle. He was willing to change

the mode of compensation ; because
in sucha change there might be both
econothy and advantage, ‘

Mir. RANDOLPH aguin rose. He
said, that whenever nhe differed from
the gentleman last up, he doubted the
correctness of his own judgement, so

dividually, ag v;¢ll as a great pubiic | greatreilance had he on that of that
detriment, ‘Wasit wonderfuly he ask- i honotable gentlemun.” The resolu.
\ed‘ Urat they should be cousidgrcd‘ by tf;pn bqture‘-the house dxd--no‘&.sp.gak ot_'

could be enforced ; it' would be cifect-
taal: But even in wary when we had
ksuch swong veason for ity very few

given leave for the exectitor of the will
of Gen. MorEAU, Lo sell hs estaten
this country.

i't“t the fact is, and much do I reyret
r.th.at the Mexicans havenotas yut
“Ceived from the citizens of the Uni-




