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. and independent states.”
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COLUMBIA UNITED, THE LAND OF FREEDOM, THE CLIME OF PEACE AND THE GRAVE OF TTRANTS.
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These who do not ditect their papers to be
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idared 36 egaged for the next
No subscripiion will be peceived for « ?hm‘t-
¢ torm than twelve montlis unless paid in ad-

€.
vanAcI)\'ERTISEMENTS. not exceeding 2
§quare, will be vnsel'tcd.f()l‘ 50 cents.tlle first
qusertion, and 25 cents for each continuanee,
Those coming from the country must be. ac-
compenied @y the CASH, or they will not be

altended to. -
L.rers to the Editors must be post-paid,
Bubscribers yhose papers are sent by pri-
yate post wil bocharged 374 cents per annuin
pusaze for those sent 15 wales, and a further
distavc. ‘0 proporhon.
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ORATION,
PRONOUNCED BY
JOHN HGLMES, Esg.
‘gt the 41k of last July, at Aifred,

) ( Massachusctis. )

Fellow Citizens !—Man reflects with

leasure on the day of his birth. To
contemplate our progress from infancy
omanhood, our weakness, wants, and
escapes from danger ; the solicitude of
friends, and the affection of parents.—
oxcite our tenderest passions.

The effect is not different, when we
yeflect on the birth of a country. Gov-
ernments, like individuals are born,

rogress, become stationary, decay &
die. They have theirinfancy and man-
bood, strength and debility, innocence
and Gepravity, healtn and sickness ; &
they have their old age. They have
friends to instruct, and parents to pro-
tect them ; traitors to deceive, and as-
sassing to destroy them.—Their infancy
& ‘nexperi -nce expose them toiufinite
hazards, from weak supporters, igno-
gant advisers, treacherous friends and
openenemies. The difficulties, there-
fore with which a country has; in its
i'nfancy, been obliged to contend, the
dangers it has escaped, the progress
it has made, and the giory it has acqui-
yed, ave subjects, upon which s
friends wifl dwell with pecuiiar interest
and delight.

Other countries, with little reason,
celebrate their origin. A conquest,
achange of masters, the sabstituuon of
one dance for another, arve hailed as
auspeious events.  The birth of a
prisce to rule and oppress a people, to
rie on their shoutders, or tread on
neir necks, is a source of extreme de-
izht.  And shall we, who boust of our
title to freedom, be silent on that day
vhen the rrorLe of America decrecd

that  they  wowld govern  them-
selves?2 A dav which made tyrants
tremble and humanity rejoice ! A day

when the sun of liberty rose in his,

strength, dispelled the clouds of preju-
dice and superstition which enveloped
Lim, and cheerved aad reanimated op-
pressed and desponding man.

O the 4th of Jaly, 1776, the united
t0.onjesabjured all allegiance to Great
Britain, and declared themselves ¢ free
On the 3d
of Sept. 1793, Great Britain acknowl.
¢deed theirindependence : and in 1788,
the States ratified the federal constitu-
tion, which, without 1mpairing their
Tights, united their strength, increased
their power, and confirmed their liber-
ties.

By this last eventthe right for which
we had contended scemed permanently
sccured. A constitution, whose object
was ¢ to provide for thec common de-
fence & promote the general welfare of
the United States,” to be administered
Ly an executive, deriving bis election
from the people, with a legislature,
most wisely constituted as well the
guardians of the states as the ficofile,
premised a trivmph over the encmics
of popular governments. Those, who
imagined that they saw the American
stales progressing to a state of anarchy,
which would end in despotism, were
corfounded. The alarms and Jcalous-
tfes of the public subsided, errors were
corrected, weak and vicjous men were

removed by the process of popular e- |

lection,. and uynder those illustrious
characiers, who, in succession, have
administered the government, we en-
joyed an unexampted portion of pros-
perity and peace. During this period,
we were surrounded with revolutions
end conquests.—The enemies of re-
publics had witnessed dangers in‘all

governinents but ours. Combinations |

of ** Legitimate sovereighs’ to depose
% usurpers ;" these « ysurpers’ a¢tuals
ly dethroning those combined ¢ legiu-

~ moate sovereigns :> and the subversion

of kingdoms and eu;pires, following
A quisk sussession, were a pretty goud

tinuits and aggressions.
“be lone!

comment upon the ¢ stability of mon-
archy,” and ¢ the fluctuating state of
all republics.” »

[ But it was said that the experiment
had not been fairly tried, that it was in
war the strength of a government must
be tested, and 7its defects exposed.=s
The advocates of “ ancient and venera-
ble institutions,” abroad, and many at
home, were solicitous to provoke hos-
tilities, upon which-they predisted a
destruction of our government. The
opinion and belief that our rulers dare
not hazard thé experiment, that they
¢« conld not be kicked into war,”” bro’t
upon the nation fresh and aggravated

To submit to the seizure of
¢u proparty, the impressment of our

L @ izens, upon the most frivolous pre-
| texts 3 or venture upon the hazardous

and untried experiment of war. wasthe
alternative.—We bad with little e -
ruption, been 30 years a: peace.
feelings and habits were pacific,

buman blood. Thoe heroes of the rev-
olution were gone ; the art of war was
forgotten ; officers and soldiers were to
be created, and we had none. who
knew how to create them.,  Britain,
the greatest aggressory, was powerful ;
she was mistress of the ocean, inured
to war and pilunder; and her fricnds
among us, were puinerous, faithful and
active. Inthis crisis, this conflict be-
tween duty and inclination, govern-
meunt decided as they ought. Regard-
less of their popularity, they determi-
ned to resort to arms.

‘T'hereis a national pride, which is
allied to virtue. Itis the guardian of
the na:ional honor. So powerful is
this sentiment, that even dbarburians
have suspended theiv inveterate party
feuds, and united against a common
cnemy.  And, surely, it would bave
been uncharitable to have suspected
that free, civilized Americans, were so
destituie of national fecling, as to sow
dissention in time of war, seck safety
from the partiaiity ofan encmy, or
press to pewer at the cxpense of their
country’s honork rights,
Lo be apprehended, from the crample
of the enomy, whichy 1 other respecis,
the opposcrs of the government had
feit proud to chserve,

But no sooner was war declared,
than the suministration was uwssaiicd,
with t* ejuiost outrageous abuses  The
war was denounced as wanto., uijust
and murderous ; and pumuvcers who 0-
ted for it, were personaliy insulted and
subjected to violence. Tuc opposi-
tiois assumed a brazen frout; the enc-
mics of the revolution were unmasked,
and the strength and designs of the
Briush luction exposed.

fa tids siate of agitation the govern-
mCn Were met with new emoarrass-
ments. A piincipal object of the fed-
¢rair consutution wxs Lag control of the
natiokai sirenge, for natiounal purpo-
ses. ‘Lo mectan enemy in the field
and pecforin the dutics of active and
offenstve warfare, it was proper that
congress shouid have power ¢ Lo raise
and support armics,”  But as large
standing armics were deemed danger-
ous in a republic, this pawer was asub-
ject of much debate, and excited con-
siderable jealousy, at the time the con-
stitution was adepted.—To confine its
exercise within reasonable limits, it
was deemed safest 1o provide anational
militia for national defence. It was
important, as well to the defence as
the liberties ofthe union.  Fror these
men, being citizens, no danger could
be apprei:ended to the republic; and
their being officered by the authority
of the state in which they are raisud,
secmed a suflicient pledge that they
would not be disposcd toinvade that
authority. ‘They were to be detached

the states as the peaple, and to be com.
manded by the President, the exceutive
vepresentative of both,  The constitu-
tion was explicit. It gave expressly
to congress the power to call forth, or-
ganize, arm and discipline the militia,
and to employ them in the service of
the United States; “ to executc the
laws of the union, suppress insurrect-
icns and repel invasions.” # To pro-
vide for the common dcfence,” and to
have no discretion in the application of
that ‘defence, nor of the extent of the
danger, was an absurdity from which
the tramess and supporters of the con-
_stitution concluded they had nothing
of the insirument itseif, the doctrines
advanced iv its support, and the prac-
tice, after the organization of the gove
ernment, seemed a sufficient guard a-
gainst such an outrageous construction.
~But to the utter astonishment of eve-
vy friend of the union, it was decided
“in  MMassachusetts that the United
' States had no control over the militia,
' but at the pleasure of the states; and
| that these were cxclusively the judg-
i es of the dubgéryand when and to whut

!

What wus to!

Our
We !
tremnbled at the thought of shedding

It was less,

commerce.
l was townd that the commerce of New

by congress, who represented, as well |

to apprehend. The unequivocal tenor

- exient the militia should be employed.i

BHad this construction prevailed we
should have been reduced to the sin-

“gular and mortifying crisis of eighteen

states in time of war, each deciding
for itself when the United States were
in danger, and what wus.neesss £y for
their defence or safety. - Happily for
our country, it was touv monstrous to
prevail.  Que or two ‘of the small
states followed the example or dicta-
tion of Massachusétts ; byt the doctrine
was generally rejected as a;most dane
gerous perversion of tlip‘igqugtitut‘ipn-
Tnstead of compelling - *assachu-
setts to obey their requisition, the U-
nited States permitted her to practice
upon her own extraordinary principle ;
to incur the responsibility of judging
of the danger,and of course the ex-
pense of providing against it.  The re-

| tain if is that afeer the battle of Lex-

l

}

|

‘and good will to all men.”

« glad tidings’ were ¢ peace on earth

In this country the clergy had been
entrusted with no temporal power, and
they had felt, or afficted to feel, that
humiliation which well became the dis-
ciples of ¢ the meek and lowly Jesus.”
Whether from fear of becoming sube
ject to an episcopal hierarchy, or of lo-
sing their livings by opposing or res-
traing the indignation o tire péople, or
from honest and patriotic motives, cer-

ington most of *hem became zoslous
advouaies of the Awmerican cause, aid !
contributed essendelly to its support, !
From their conduct in the vevoiution |
their patriotism was not suspected.— |
Possessing the avenues to the hearts !
of their hearers, their popularity was .

sult was what wag expecied, and what | extensive, their power and influence !

it probabiy always will be when men |

assurne 1 power and discretion to
which they are net entitled. The
state was invaded, and we found no pro-
teciion from our friendship for the en-
emy. A feen.e, ineffectual and dis-
graceful resistzouce was'made and the
enemy were permitted quietly to occu-

| py a largre portion of the territory of tie

state until the ciose of the war Aund
Massgchusetts  remains  a standing
proof of the wisdom of the provisivns
ofthe constitution, the tolly of oppos-
ing them, or of requiring the general
government to provide for the common
defence, and of denying the meaus es-
sential to accomplish the end.
Another cibarrassment was expori-
enced from the mercantile class of nur
citizens in the eastern states. Of the
most respectable of these are wany dis-
tinguished aud patriotic supporters of
the government; aud though most of
the rest were hosine to the administry-
tion, it was hoped and expected that
they would have lent tiicir aid in sup-
port of those righty which at different
tuunes they had been so loud to defend.
But it was found that “orders’ and
“pupressment” were  not otherwise
offcusive to them, than as they affected
tueir speculationy or disadnished their
profit. These genilemen had assumed
to be the exmclusive merchants of the
Uasited S:atesy ana nad imagined that
New-England was the only part which
was weterested e cemnmerce, and that
could the castern states be permitted
o manage tocit own couccras, they
migut be progperous and bappy. This
brouygat up wmoat delicate and unplca-
gant discussiciy, ¢ The father of bis
country” bad predicied that factivus
nmen would i tronbicsome times, find
a pretext oo excite local Jzulousies
which might endanger the union of the
states, and bad warned his conatry nen
to be upon thew guard, The poopis
of New England are exceedingy jual-
ous of tieir rights. To make thews
beiicve that their governmettintend~d
to oppress them, s sufficient to rouse
them o resisiance. Incasc the leaders
ai factien, who were pressing for pow-
er, even at lhe expense of thair coun-
try’s hooor and salciy, took advantage
of the credulity of tis description of
merchants, excited G de alarms e2nd
Jcalou:sie:s, and audressed thelr interest
and thélr cuniuity. A merchant of
iimited wiotmaiion 15 but an indiffer-
ent nolitician. s attachments are
often strongest where his specuiations
ure most profitable.  YWhere bis treas-
ure is, taere we shail most ge:erally
find wis bheart. We have, therefore,
less to expect from his patriotism than
from thuse whose attachnients arc at
home. ‘T'hese mcn, therefore, were
the first and most easy dupes.  They
were induced to beiieve that their
righits weve attacked, and that resist-
ance was essential to the interests of
But upon investigation it

Eugland was entirely dependant upon
the other states. Upon the score of
interest, thercfore, these merchants
doubted, suspected they had been de-
eeived, made their calcwfations, found
that resistance was unpirgficable, com-
promised with their consciences, and
eugaged in tne practice of privateer-
ing, which they had before denounced,
us incousistent with honor, morality
and religion,

Opposition rose from anothey guar-
ter.—1n other countries a priesthood
have had a powerful, and often a per-
nigious effect in the ¢ivil administra-
tion of the state. Having in some mea«
sure the superintendance of edycation,
the controi of consciences, and the cus-
tody of the divine oracles, they had be-
come dangerous to the civil power.—
it had been found by experience that
they had seldom used it in favor of the
liberties of the peopte. The truth is,
the clergy are like other men, and
“ subject to like passions.” Possessing
the means-of gratifying their ambition,
they do not fail to improve them.—
Hence the most erue} and vindictive
wars have been waged, and the most
barbargus tortures and murders inflict-
¢d, i the oathe of that xeligion whese

¢

this “ man ol sin,” wcre now transfer-

‘pervert it. Say not that we are hostile

Increascd 5 many of them grew wanton, ;
aud aspired 1o the control of the civil
power. Foiled in their attempts, and
despaiving of governing a nation so ex-
tensive, inteliigent and free, as the U.
States, the most distinguished of the
oraery, projected the establishmnent of !
a hicrarchy over a section, to be severa:
ed by foreirn and demestic exertions. i
‘The moment, therefore, that war was
declared, they took a stand in favoy of
the enemy, magnified his power, com-
plimented his magnanimity & forbear-
ance, eulogised his justice, and pro-
nounced him ¢ the bulwark of our holy
religion.”  The leaders of the order
were most inveterate, wanton and abu-
sive. Their eoarse vulgarity, their in.
soient denunciation of the government,
their gross caluninies against the legiti-
ate rulers of the American people, &
their undistinguishedrecommendations
of open resistance, polluted the sanc-
waary, offended the Christian, disgraced
religion, and insulted the Deity. They
had made peace with the pope, their
former Anti-Christ, and all the pious
curses which they used to invoke upon

red, with ten-fold vengeance and ma-
iignity to the President cf United
States! Say not that we attack reli-
gion, when we denounce those who

the

to the clergy when we discriminate a-

gainst those who disgrace the profes-

ston, - (Quy remarks are intended to

apply o those, and those only, who

huve prostitued their sacred duties i

purposes ol opposition to the govern-

ment, FERE

** We venervate the man wlid.e heart s warn,

Whose nands are pure, whope doctrines and
wheae life,

Cuincident, exhibit tucid préof,

Fliat hie i8 honest in tue sacied cange,

T such we tender more than aiere respect,

Wisest uctiond suy that they respect them-
s ives”

But when they use their offices to
cover the vilest and blackest designs,
when they weound and insnlt the teel.
ings of one part ot their flock to grati-
ty the spleen and rancor of the other,
when they attewpt to scandalize the
only government on earth which would
toierate their scandal, we must and will
doubt whether they can be disciples of
n1M, whase * kingdom was not of this
world.” Point nie to a word in all /e
said, which recommn:ended or licensed
opposition to the government, where
he was, and I consent you take it for
your texty to jusiily all the virulence
and abuse, which have been disem.
bogued from the polluted lips of the
vilest incendiary that ever disgraced
the pulpit. No, your divize master
did not “stir up the people.” «He
went about doing goed.”  His doc-
wines and his lile were respect and
submission to * the powers that be.”’—
And by his precepts and example,.he
proved thal ¢ tribute’ even toa most o-
dious government was ¢ lawful,” when
he himself was so poor and pennyless
that he was obliged to work a miracle
to pay his tax. Ye hypocrites! who
neither say as he said, nor do as he did,
who neglect your duty to abuse your
rulers, ¢ ye cannot be his disciples.” «
Ye neither render to Cesar the things
that are Czxsar’s,” nor *“to God the
things that are God’s.”> For yourown
sakes, desist. Think not to feed your
flocks with political feuds, wheo they
are starving for the « bread of life,”
lest pioys christians shall be offended
and turn their backs on those sanctua-

' en this dejuded state.

tendency exposed. Thé people bee
came alarmed, the eneray encoutagety
and strong apprehensions were enter-
tained that Maussachusetts, at Jgast,
wauld throw her whele weight into the
scate of the enemy. But that Being
who has so often interposed in behalf
of our country, did not forsake us in
this exiremity. Thesesssion- which
authorig«d the convendion, was suins
moned after the capture of Washing«

ton, and while the puitic mind was dee

pressed and ig.some mensure desponds
ing, Hanbotblngfayoraie intervened;

© it is impossible to say to what Iength
i the madness of party would bave dive

But the foss of

' the capital was succeeded by the most

brilliant triumphs.  This depressed
the enemy and discouraged the oppos
sition, The convertion met; resiste
ance was frosifroned ; and severai aly
terations to the cuanstitution were proa
posed, tending to impair its energy and
abridge the power of the people and
their rights, having no bearing on the
then state of affairs, and the fate of
which is now viewed with profound
indgifference.  Upon the aceeptance of
the report of her delegates, Massachue
setls appointed three commistioners to
act as a committee of grievance to the
scat of government, to- ask, what the
United States had no right to give.—
These disconsolate gentlemen, -after
meeting with much tribulation, ridie
cule, contempt and fity, and hearing
the mortifying and unwelcome intelli-
gence of victory and peace, arrived a
Washington ; were afraid or ashamed
to make known their errand, returned
as secretly as possible, and here the
farce ended !

Thus have I enumerated some of the
engines, by which the constitution was
attacked, while she was buffeting the
storm of war. But uE, who watcheg
over the destinies of America, shielded.
Ler from the storm, protected her from
the tempest, and brought her to her
haven in peace,and triumpb. In spitg
of these and other embarrassments, you
sce this infant republic rise fiom the
cradle and humble the mistress of the
ocean.  You see in the lakes two Brite
‘ish fleéts of superior lorce, strike tg
the matehless swell and unconguerable
bravery of Viasevicans, You ses oup
youlg s ie-xpericnced officers and
saidicers at Cinhpewa vid Bridgewatery
e field fighty :ncet and repel & superior
force of the veterans of (he Peulnsula,
s the couquerors of the conquerors of
Eurcpe.”  You see 2t M. Orléans the
most powerful Britsh army thac ever
stepped on American ground, vaue
quished, with vast destruction of their
officers and men, by “the buckwoods®
Jarmers,” Who eun doubt but the
God of batties espoused our cause, and
nol ouly * covered our heada in the day
of dang r” but covered cur encmicq
with ¢ shaine as a antle’” and ¢ confye
sion as a garment?"”’

And you, fellow-citizens, are partas
kers of thesec exploits, If the rulere
of your state have endeavored to stifle
the flame of your patrijotism and to pres
vent your sharing in yeur country’s
glory, the brave volunteers from Mase.
sachusetts and Maine have gloriosly
fought and bied for their country. Mae
uy officers and soidiers fram this state
can boast of honorable wounds receive
eed at Chippewe, Bridgewaterand Erie,
Plattsburg nmf'clsewhere, in defence
of our country’s honor and its rights;
and many a gallant tar froin your na-
tive soil has helped (o the dousing of
St. George’s ¢ross to the stars ang
strifics of JAmerica.

Yet up starts oue of yeur caleylating
gentry and asks, + Pray what have yow
gained by the war?* I answer nations
al honor ;¢ without which,” as was once
observed by a leader of the opposition,
«national Indepeadence is not wortR
preservingy” Full well 1 know that
thie national honor is a commodity
which many calculating Yankees cane
not comprebend. If it is not an object
of speculation, they do not understand
it. « What (they will ask)is its value
in the market? How ¢an it be exchana
ged for stock? Wiil tue brokers take
it?  What quantity ofit will purchase
a cargo of ruin and molasses, or sugap
and brandy ¢ 'Will it pay tages? 1f it
will;answer vong of these purposes, it

ries which you shall have defiled with
your horrid-blasphemies.

But the opposition to the war did not
stop here. A most bold and daring
measure was devised aud adopted by
Massachusetts, At a special session
of the legislature, summoned upon the
pretext of detence, butat which no de-
fensive measures whatever were ma-
tured, delegates were appointed to
meet in convention with others fromn the
rest of the New Fngland states, for the
purpose of taking the resources of the
government outof their hands, prevents
ing the exercise of the federal author-
ity within thgse states and preparing
the way of a final separation. The
project waa resisted, and its cfeets and

is of no wse to us.

Leaving these gentlemen to their
spcculaticus, permit me on this _dz_ty te
congratuiate you on the high gz‘ound
your country occupies on the return
of peace. Ih Europe, to be kucwn as
an Jdmericang is to command rgspect,
We mwean an American in the legiti=
mate sense. Yor we are told that the
British themsclves treat those with
contempt who bear the nuame of Awere
1cans without possessing the spirit.

Notwithstanding the increased powe
er of the enemy, during the war, and 3
coyrespondent increase of opposition
from our own ciiizens, the peace i$

honorablé and satisfactory. Those who

confide in British honer and magnaw®




