inach crippled frdm the severs maveh- |
ss we had experienced the preceding
days. 1 preceded the men, and when
1 arrived at the line which separates
the District from Maryland, the battle
began. I sentan officer back to has-
%en onmy men—they came up in e
trof.  \We took our position on the ri-
‘3ing ground, put-the pieces in battery,
posted the marines under Captain Mil-
ler, and flotilla men whe were to act as
infantry under their own officets, on my
right, to support the pieces, and wait-
ed the appreach of the eneivy. During
this period the engagement continved
~-the enemy advancing and our army
retreating tefore them apparently -in
much disorder. At length the enemy
made his appearance on the main road
in force andiin front of my battery, and
on sceing us made a halt ; I reserved
our fire ; in a few minutes the enemy
again advanced, when I ordered an 18
pounder'te be fired, which completely
sleared the road; shortly after, a se-
cond and a third attempt was made by
the cnpemy to come forward, but all who
made the att=mpt were destroyed. The
enemy then crossed over into ap open

feld and attempted to flauk our right.
tle was there met by three 12 pound-
¢rs, the marines under Captain Miller,
and my meén acting as infantry, and a-
‘gain was totally cut up. By this time
not a vestige of the Americur army re-
smained excepta body of five or six
Hundred posted on a height on my
zight, from whom I expected inrch
“support from their fine sirvation. 1he
enemy from this period never appeared
:n force 1 front of us. H: however:
nushed forward his sharp-shooters, one:
¢ whom shot my aorsc uunder me,!
which fell- dead between iwo of my
zuns. 4 he enemy wio aad been kent
“in check by our five fexr nearly half an
hour, bow began to cutflank'us enthe
sight. Gur gune were turned that way §
he pushed up the hill about two or
shrec hundred men towards the corps
of Americans statiened as above des-
cribed, who te my great mortification
»nade no resisiance, giving a fire or two
and retiring. ‘

In this situaticn we had the whole
ariny of the enemy to contend with
sur ammunition was expended, and un-

foriunately tne drivers of my ammuni-
ion waggons had gone off in the gen-
cral panic. At this time I received a
severe wound in my taigh. Captain
XMiiler was wounded, Sailing-Master,
Warner kilied, Acting Suiiing-master
Martin killed, and Saliing-master Mar-
¢in wounded, but to the nener of iy of-
ficers and men, as fasi as taciv compan-
ions and messmates fell at their guns,
they were instant]y replzcciirom those |
acting as infantry, Finding the cnemy
now compietely in our rvear and no
means of defeace, I gave orders to
my officers and men to retire.  Three |
of tay officers assisted me to getoif a!
ohort cistance, but the great toss of -
~iood eccasiened such a veak.aess that
¥ was oblized to lic down. [ requested
my officers to leave e, walcu tbey 0o-
=tinately refused, but upon being or-
dered thiey obeyed ; one only remained. |
In a short time 1 obscrved a Briviso
soldier and had him calied, and direcg--
ed him to seek an officer ; :n a few mi-!
nutes an officer came, who, on learning |
wao I was, brought Gen. Ross, and
Adm. Cockburntoie. Theseoflicers |

“¢o vile and ,:p‘-o'jijgu'te_.so Ijurious ‘0

: "LETTER
Of‘t&e late Secretary of War.
§0 THE EDITORS OF THE BALTIMOAE
PATRIOT. '
1t may ‘be due to myself and is cer-
tainly due to others,that the reasons un-

‘der which I retired from the-direction

of ther War Department, at a, jumj.@ure
so ciitical &s the present, should beiful-
iy ‘and premptly knoyyn__to the public.
These reasons will bé*found in the fol-
lowing brief exposition of facts.
" On the evening of the 29th ult, the
President called at my lodgings, and
stated that a“case of much delicacy had
occurred ; that a high'degree ot excite-
ment had been raiscd amony the mili-
tia of the Distriet 3 that he was“m‘mself
an object of their suspicions, and mena-
-ces 3 that an, officer ‘of that corps had
given him netice, that they would no
longer obey any order coming through
me as Secretary of War; and that in
the urgency of the casc, 1t might be
prudent so far to yield to the 11§pulse,
as to permit some ot'llel“%(i!‘ngg 10 CX-
ercisec my fuictions In relatibn to tne
defence of the Districte -~
To this statement and-proposition, 1
answered substantiaily as follows—that
[ was aware of the excitement to which
he-zlluded, that ['knew its source and
had marked its progress—that the pre-
gent was not a moment to examiue s
rhore occult causcs, ovjects and ugents
—that it ostensibly rested on charges
known to himsclf to be faise, that it was
not for me to determine how far the
supposed urgency of__{;lge ‘Eas‘?_m_'éf“{ 1t
proper for hiin fo yieid to an 1Bipise

tiuth and so destructive of oruer-~out
that for tiysclf, there was DO CLOLCC—
that I couid never surrenact a part o
my legitimate authority, for tne pree
servation of the rest—that L must ex-
ercise wholly, or not at ail—tha L came
into office, with objects exclusively
pubiic—and that to accominodaic my
principles or my conduct te tils aUDOLS
of a viliage mob, stimadated by faction
and led by folly, was not ’ti‘w way 1o
promote these, and that i’ bis decision
was taken in conformity .0 the SUggos-
tions he had made, 1 cmr,cat.cd bim to
accept my resignation. This nhe de-
clined doing. It was an extcity he \-igs
pleased te say, to which ne imeant not,
to go; that he knew the excitement
was liwmited, as well with regam to
time as to place ; that he Was DU, af‘m
had aiwars been fully sebsible or the
general zeal, diligeace apd_ taicnt,
whicl I had put nto the discharge ot
my duty, taat it would give him plea-
sure were I to take time to consider
his proposition. f renewed the assue
rance ef my great personal respect,
and my readiness to conform lo nis
wishes on all proper occasions—I re-
marked, that whatever zcal, diiigence
and talent I posscssed, had been em-
ployed freeiy but frmiy, and according
to my bust views of the pubic good,
and as long as they were left so to be
exerted, they were at the service of iy
ceuntry--lut that the moment they !
were made to bow to military usurpa-
tion or potitical faction, there should
be an end of their public exercise.
We now parted with an understanding
that I should leave Washington the fol-

5, "That T had witledrawn thie coid
éving party from thb. rear of ‘Fort.
YWashington, and had ordered Captain
Dyson to blow up the Fort without fi-
ring a gun. ' i
“This . charge is utterly devoid of

truth.  The covering party was with-
drawn by an order from Gen. Wikder,
and Captain Dyson’s official report
shews, that the-orders under which ke
actéd, were derived from the sarte
sourcé, though, no ‘doubt mistaken er
misrepresented, A ,

4th. That by my brders, the Navy
Yard had been burned. This like its
predecessors, is a positive falsehood.

Pe ceiving that no order was taken
for apprising Commodore Tingey of
the retreat of the ‘army, I sent Major
Bell to communicate the fact and to
say, thatthe Navy Yard could no lon-
ger be covered. 'The Commodore was
of course left to follow the suggestions
of his own rind, or to obey the orders
if orders had been given, of the Navy
Department. .

5th. And lastly, that mcans had not

«

for the occasion. v

As the subject of this charge may
very soon become ohe'of the congres-
sional enquiryy I shall-at present hake
but a few remarks : -

Ist. That no méans within reach of
the War Department had been omitted
or withheld—tbat a ‘scparate wmili-
tary district, embracing the seat of
government, had been created ; that an
officer 6f high rank and character had
been placed in'charge of it ; that to him
'wes. given full authority to call for sup-
plies, and for a military force of £fteen
rhousand men ; that to this force was
added the 86th regiment of the line, a
hattalion of the 38th, detachments of
the 12th, of the artillery and of the
dragoons, the marine corps, and the
crews of the flotilla, under the special
command of Commodore Barney-~ma-
king a total of 16,300 men.

‘General Winder’s official report of
the engagemement of the Z4th ult.
shews, how much ef this force had
assemnbled, and the causes why a great-
er portion of it bhad not been got to-
gether. These will be found to have
been a:together extraneous {rom the
Government, and entirely beyond its
control s and

2d. That from what is now known
‘of the enemy’s force, of the loss he sus-
tained in the enterprize, of the marks
of patiic under which he rctreated, &,
&c. it is abvious, that if all the troops
asseinbled 4t Bladensburg, had been
faithful to thetiselves and to their coun-
try, the enemy fﬁ/ould have been beat-
en, and the Capital sgved.

JOHN ARMSTRONG.
Beltimore, September &, 1814.

BAPTIST MISSIONARY CONVENTION.

The general missionary cenvention of
‘the Buafuist dénomination, in the

eign misgions ¢

Held in Philadelphia in May 1814,
compdsed of delegates from twleve
states ; were in session ten days, form-
ed a constitution limiting their stated
meeting to the peried of 3 ycars, ap-
pointed a commitee of twenty-one, se-
ven of whom may appoint and dismiss

lowing morning.

0 12¢ It has since becn statell to me as 2 ;
beuaved to me with the most marked | fact, (to which I give the most reluc- |

missionzries, and dispose of all the.
funds raised in the United States.
Onthe 24th May, a board of the com-

. PR Vs ampes ad ! ne A . . .s \ s .
attention, respect and politeness, had i tant belief) that on the morning of the i mittce met, appointed the Rev. Luther

a surgeon brouzht and my wopnd,
dressed  iminediateiv.
minutes conversauon the Genersl ins
formed me (aiter paving me a hand-
some compliment) that I was paroled
and at liberty to proceed to Washing-
ton or Bladensourg, as was aiso M,
Huffington who nad remained with
me, offering me eyery assistance in nis
power, giving orders for a litier to be
brougat, in which I was carried to Bia-
densburg.  Captain Wainwrighe, first
Cuptain to Admiral Cochrane, remain- i
‘ed with me and behaved to me as if I
was a brother.

During the stav of the enemy at Bla-
densburg, [ received the wost polite at-
tention from the officers both of the
Navy and Army.

My wound is deep, but I flatter my-
self not dangerous; the ball is not ex=:
‘rzcted. I fondly hope a fow weeks
will restore me to ucalth, and toat an
exchange will take place that [ may
resume my command, or any other that
you and the President may think pro-
per Lo honor me with,

Yours respectfully,
~ JOSHUA BAERNEY,
IIon, Wi Jongs,

Secretary of the Navy,

e fe 3 e § KM . )
New-Lonnon, Aug. 1.

Mrs, Stewart and her chikdren left -
here in a flag on Thursday last, and
proceeded to the Superb, Admiral
Hotnam, where she met her husband.

We understand Gen. Cushing was in< . ces of General Winder, and by. the in:

structed to grant permission for their
departure, if the enemy had ceased to
usc compulsory means to @btain it
Mr. Stewart and his family reside at
Plumb Island. .
The bodiesfof thr ee men have been

29th, and before my arvival in the city, |

was one, had waited on the President,
by deputation, and had obtained fiom !
him a promise, that I shovld no losger §
direct the military defences of the Dis- !
trict.  On this fact, all eommentary is
unnecessary. : :

It but remains to exhibit and ‘o ai
swer, the several charges raised against”
me and which form the groundwork of |
that excitement, to which the resi-
dent has deemed it prudent to sacri-
authority ; in declining 1o stpport
mine. They are as f.llows, viz.

‘Ist. That (from ill will to the dis-
trict of columbia, and a design to re-
move the seat of government,) 1 gave
ovders for the retreat of the army, in
the affair of the 24th ult. under cir-
cumstances not making retrcat necess
sary or proper. , '

This charge has not for its suppert
the shadsw of tmith; The commanding
gencral will do e the justice to say,
that I gave him no such order; and that
he was and is under the impression,
that the retreat was made earlicr than
I believed it to be proper, "T'o the Pre-
sident I appeal, whether I didnot.point
out the disorder and retreat of a part
of the first line; soon after the attion
began, and stigmatise it as. base and
infamous. L

2d. Thatin spite of the remionstran-’

terposition of my adthority, I had pre-
vented him fron. defending the Capital.

This charge contains in it a total
perversion ef the truth. . When the
head of the retiring coluinn reached

picked up within a few days on the
shore near Stonington. Gne had both
legs shot off ; the other two appeared
to have been killed by grape shot.—e
Supposed to have belonged to the bar-
ges, in the attack on Stonington.

The enemy’s force in sight yester-
day, consisted of two 3-deckers;a frig-
ate and & brig. -

the Capital, it was halted for a moment.
; General Winder here took occasion to
. state to Mr, Monroe and myself, that
' he was not in condition to maintain a-
nother conflict, and that his force was
broken down by fatigue and disper-
sion. .Under this representation, we
united in opinion, that he should pro-
cced to occupy the heights of George-

Rice a Migsionary to travel in the Uni-

Adier a lew ; a committec of the inhobitants of :ted States with a view to excite the
' Georgetown, of whom-Alexr. C. Han- | pubiic mind more general to engage
. son, edt. of the Federal Republican; | in missionary exertions, to form socie-

tics, &e. &c. o

Appoin:ed the Rev. Adoniram Jud-
sou, (now in India) a missionary, and
ordered him one thousand dollars, to
be transmited to him by the first safe
‘opportunity, and that provision be made
for tne support of himseltand family.

Agreed to correspond with the Bap-
tisc missidnary society in England, and
to pay bills drawn by thatsocicty in fa-
vor of M#¢. Judsoh. Agrcedto make
Mr. Rice a compensation for his labors
originating mission societies. An-
pointed a committee, to wit : Dr. Rod-
gers, Dr. Holcombe, and the honor-
able Jude Moulder, to inquire into
the practicability of incorporating this
Board. ’

After paying Mr. Rice $280 and
his travelling expenses, there is a: de-
posit in.the general fund of § 1556 67,

‘The different societies had collected
about § 4000. Andthose already for-
med, the committee reports to be able
to furnish the general fund annually
not less than B 5850.

- Relative to the society in Kentucky,
the committce reports as follows:

‘The Kentucky Baptist Socicty for
propagating the gospel, has collected
morc than § 100 already, and may be
able to furnish the - general fund per-
hapstwo or three hundred dollars annu-
ally : nor can we refrain fi om remark-
ing, that the zeal of our brethren in
the West, and the prospects in that
quarter, give us great pleasure, and
excite happlest anticipations of the
extent to which'the “missionary spirit
maylyet diffuse itself throlgh our coitn-
try.’? ——
The British General Ross

Is a young officer, about 35—He has
never before hada higher command
thaun a regiment. The officers that
have been taken, and the Surgeons left
to attend the wounded at’ Bladensburg,
say that Ross is considered arash off-

1 town.

cer.
4

been taken to collect aforce sufﬁ_cient“

United States of Americe, for fore

“FOREIGN

‘FROM ENGLAND.,

o BosTon, Sept. 6.
We have been favouréd with several
‘London papers to the 7th’ of July, by
passengers in the Saratoga. - They are
not so late as those received at Halifax,
by the packe s, but contain several ar-
ticles not before noticed, which we
shall publish as soon as cur limits will
_permit. there is not the least symp-
tom'of peace to be found in them,

LONDON,JULY 7. .. . .
Private information, which may be
dreadful riot took'place a fcw .lays ago
at Strasburg, between the garriso:. and
a corps of -3,500, prisoners, who refus-
ed to wear the white cockade ;in whicn
raany lost their lives.  Lyons is said to
have discovered . some

revolution was on the point of takiuy
place. The king of Prussia has arri-
ved at Paris, incog, . o

In Spain no fewer than 4000 arrests
have taken place since the return of
the kingy. 1iac principal adviser of the.
crown on these occasions is understood
to be-the duke del Infartado.

There appearsto have beena
disturbance? at Madiid. The king
suddenly left the capital in the middle
of the night of the 11th ult. and the
stone upon which the constitutional iu-
scription had been engraved, was torn.
from its place and two other inscrip-
ticns substituted. ‘

JuLy 16,

A letter from Ghent, dated July 2,
contains‘the following particulars: -

« The English ministers are, lord
Gambier, and Messrs. Cockburn and
Adam, but none of them have yetarriv-
ed at Ghent.  The American ministers
arc Messrs, Bayard; (Gallatin; Adams,
Russell and Clay. "Theyhave ail been
here for some days, except Mr. Galla-
tin, who is hourly expected to arrive.”

The Dutch Government has agreed
with the the English in the total abol-
ishiment of the Slave Trade,

, PrymoutH, Jury 9. ..

Arrived the Portuguese ship Corea
de Lisboa, having on board the crew of
the ship Orange Boven, Bedbrook,
frora Bermuda to Lonaon, whiech ves-
scl was captured the 26ch ult. by the

Wasp, American slovp of war, aud
destroyed. L -

The Wasp is supposed to have gone
to Norway, to repair the damage she
sustained in taking the Reindeer. The
Reindeer had 16 24’s, 2 iong 12’s, 130
men, and was 380 tons. The Wasp
20 32’s,2 long 12’s. 175 men, 600 tons

el $ G P R
BRITISH ACCOUNT OF "HE CAPTURE
OF THE ESSEX,
Cojy of e letter from Capit. Hillyor to

Adniiré! Brown, at Jamaica.

H. M. Ship Phebe, ¢
Valparaiso Bay, ey 30, 18T4. S

SIR—I have the honor to acquaint
you, that, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon
of the 18th inst. after nearly 4 months
anxious watching with His Majesty’s
brig Cherub, for the United States’
frigate Essex, and her companion, to
quit the port of Valparaiso, we saw the
former underway, and iramediately the
two vessels made sail to close with her.

On rounding the outer point of the
bay and hauling her wind, for the pur-
pose of endeavoring to weather usyand
escape, she lost her main top mast, and
afterwards, not succeeding in an effort
to vregain the limits of the port, she
bore up and anchored sonear the shore
(a few miles to the leeward of it,) as to
preclude the possibility of either of His
Majesty’s ships passing ahead of.her
without risk. As we drew near, my
intentions of going under her stern
was frustrated, frém the ship’s broach-
ing off, and from the wind blowing ex-
tremely fresh. Our first fire com-
menced a little past four and continued
about 14 minutes, but prodcuced no
visible effect ; our second, a few ran-
dom shot only, from having increased
our distance by wearing was not appa-
rently more successful ; in standing a-
gain towards her, I hailed the Cherub,
and signified my intentions of anchor-
ing, to Capt. Tucker, for which we
were not ready before with springs,
directing him to.keep under sail, and
take a conivenient station for annoying
our opponent.

On closing the Essex, at 35 minutes
past five, the firing commenced, and
before I gained my intended position,
her cables was cut; and a serious con-
flict ensued, the guns of his majesty’s
ships becoming gradually more des-
tructive, and when it pleased the Al-
mighty to bless the eiforts of my gal-
lant companions, and my personal very,
humble ones with victory ; my friend
Captain Tucker, an officer worthy of
their lordship’s best attention, was
mdit severely ‘wounded at the com-
mencement of the action, but remain-
cd on deck till it terminated; he also
informs me that his officers, of whose
loyalty, zeal, and discipline, I enter-
tain the highest opinion, had con-
ducted themselves to his satisfaction.

-I have to lament the death of four of

my brave companions, and one of his,

and my first licaicaant, among the)
[S

relied on with confidence, states that a.

unfavorable-
symptoins ; and in Paris a person might:
infer from the conversation in the play.:
house and in the groufies, that another:

- . ¢
number, he fell early. Our Jisty
wounded are smzil. TTe conduct o)
my officers, &c. was such as becumy
good and loyal subjects. ‘

The defence of the Issex, taking
into consideration our great supcrion
ty of force, the very discouraging <in
cumstances of having lost her maiy
top mast, and being twice on fire, ¢d
“honor to her defender, and most faily
prove the courage of Captain Portee,

I was much hurt when I hcard g
her men had- been encouraged, whey
the result of the acticn was evidentl
decided, some to take to their beat
and others to swim to the shore, iy
of whom were drowned in the latteras.
tempt, sixteen were saved by the exer
tions of our people, and others 7 be
lieve, between thirty-and forty effected
their landing. ¥ informed Capiaig
Porter that I considered the latter, #
point of honor, as my prisoners; ke
said the encouragement was given]
when the ship was in danger from fige,
and I have not pressed the point,

The Essex is completely stored angd
provisioned for six months, and althe!
rouch injured in her upper = works
masts and rigging, is not in such 3}

1 (Signed)

serious

state as to give the slightest cfiuse ofa.
larm respecting her not being able
perforin a voyage to  Europe, with §
perfect safety. '
I have the honor to be, &c.
- JAMES HILLYAR,
Coptaiz,

The Essex will no doubt prove a it
prize. from the number of captures ske
had made ; several of them with Targe
sums of specie, which were taken ey
bouard of her. Jamaica paper.

et SO0 1m0 TESu—
Burfaro, Sept. &

T'here has been moreor less cansa
ading between the contending araie
at T'ort Erle, every day, during th
week ; but with very littic effect @
the part of the cnemy.

On Sunday Lieut. Kincaid, of the &
tillery, was severcly wounded with:
fragment of a shell. The enemy a
tacked and drove in our picqucts on th
north side of the Fort on Sunday ; bu
our troops were reinforced and the ep
emy driven ; and the contest was son
times continued spiritedly, until latei
the day  We know little of the resuh
we are told, however, that Licus. €d
Joseph Wilcocks, of the Canadian vl
unteers, was killed, and that our ies
was not large. We took several pri
oners, and several deserters came i

On Thursday last, the solciery eath
Niagara frontier were animatea wit §
the presence of their hevoic commal ¢
der, Maj. Gen. Brown. The woand

ofthc Generalare we wnderstend, nea 4

L ly closed. : R
Major General Szott is at Geneva,: &

)

the house oi Judge Nicholas, and isfa g
recoyering from bLis wounds. i
D . -~ el 4

‘ WABHINGTON CITY, Sept. 3’ ’3

The whole of the navalforce of the caer 1%
recently lving in the Patuxer, got underw
on Tuesday evening, and proceeded downt
bay.—-Nar. Int, 8th, )

—

B

>

b < }
EXNEMY BELOW. 5;;

The following account of the manner id
which the enemy moved down the river, fir q
Alexandtia, is forwarded to us by a friend w -ﬁ,
witnessed it & ' 2

A .o o i
 The Buitish squadron, (assembled at M W,
shall’s Point and a littie below Mount Verne ¥

or

of
tl
igl

. ‘i'w

began to move down tide, and a most fave ¢}
ble wind at N. B. The preceding shipy
the Commodore in the Sea Horse frigate
8 guns with the first division of prize cn d
firing but a few guns towards the Virgi
shore, and the bigh bluff of Belvoir; the! &
previously and zt the same, constantly ann 23
ing them with their shot. The Furylasfr
ate of 35 guns went next, and distinguish 3 1
herself by the most active firing of any oft 2}
fleet. Those two vessels afler passing! q{
fort, hauled up in the wind and continn '
their firing until all the fleet had passed int  Bj
low the Fort—the third was the Etna bomb 1y,
the Rocket ship, and after them the Mz fa
brig of 14 guns, which had passed up the et | 3
and joining the squadron on the first insu t}ﬁ
after receiving four shot, one of which pas , 18
through her, from the Bluft' battery—d l¢
which passed the remaining prizes.—Thet
tent of the injury sustained by them:
known, A fire ship with a party under &
modore Rodgers, could not overtake ther '3
of the fleet in time for full effect. It was ©
fire. and went seemingly in a good direct ©
for the Euryalas-frigate, but grounded ont pg
point. ) :

“¥rom 6 o'clock until dark, a firing of b
vy cannon was,heard and supposed to b f
Indian Head, eleven miles below Belf
Bluff—Some shot struck the Sea-Horse !
her mizen topsail was seen to fall on the &
as she passed the Bluff.”—InTEL.

A letter from the Republicans of New. M
ico under date of the Gd August, says, “
prospetcs are Aattering, and we shall tuke -
our line of march for Santa Fe, in all v
month.”

General Winder.continues "in commant.. -
the 10th Military Disteict—he is in Bultint :
and commands all the troops there, ex
Smith’s division. L

Fourteen waggons full of our noble seav’ 183
the first surmouuted with the well known? W
toof “FrE® TRADE ANDSAILORS’ RiguT ¢BE
the whole preceeded by the Hero of Valps
50, and cheered by their boatswain’s whit
passed through this City on their way to 37
more on Tuesday evening. .
It is stated, we perceive, in some of the} I
thern prints, that the cannon at the M
Yard were all destroyed. This is a fistt-
The enemy was in so great a hurry to ret-
his steps, not touching several hundved pit
which lay in the yard. It is also stated!
the Arsesnal near the Navy Yard was dest
ed. Theenemy did not take time even to!
troy-that valuable depot.

Many of the enemy’s wounded yet remai
Bladensburg, the peopie of which place "
its neighbourtood suffered considerably f
the depredations of the encmy. Many war &
outrages murked the progress of +his - 13988
through the country, principally perpetr  #8

by non-commissicned otficers and privates” B



