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" New-Loxpox, Aug. 17.
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v Record of the extraordi-

s,j.  nary Attack on Stonington.

" ship, and the Dispatch a 22 gun bl‘ig,
%‘“} arrived off Stonington, and a flag was
. sent on shore with the following note :
: On board hLis Majesty’s shif
Ramilics, off Stonington,
August 9y 1814,
STONING-

'y
IRLLINDLE A

L

S

t.n

L

¥r0 THE MAGISTRATES OF
~ TON.

v @Gentlemen—One Lour is allowed
'ou, from the receipt of this communi-

-ation, for the removal of the unoffen-

ding inhabitants. .
T. M. HARDY,
This notification was received by
wo magistrates, and Lieut. Hough, of
he drafted militia, who went off to
meet the flag.  The officer was asked
vhether a flag would not be received
n board. He said no arrangements
“could be made.  They inquired wheth-
>r Com. lardy had determined to des-
»‘F{i‘éﬁfo)’ the town. He replied that such
Weiwere his orders from the Admiral, and
izé%wou}d be done most effectually.
.8 When the gentlemen reached the
illéshore, a crowd waited with great anx-
%aiiuy for the news 5 which being stated,
tieonsternation flew through the town.
: QJ@A cxpress was despatched to Gener-
i Cushing at New-London. A num-
er of volunteers hastened to collect
Zammunition 3 others ranto the battery,
g which consisted of two 18-pounders
a;i‘gﬂnd a 4-pounder, on ficid carriages,
aFavith a siight bhreast-work four fect
Oihigh ) The sick and the aged were
"e;‘removcd with haste; the women and
edichildren with loud cries were seen run-
bsning in every direction, Some of the
ifmcst vaiuable articles were hastily got
tvoff by hand, and others placed in the
Herardens, or thrown nto wells, to save
hﬂg. hem from impending confiagration.
tThe sixty minutes expired, but he
;}édremiful moraent did not lering- an
- gpattack,  Nelson’s hero and friend was
igseized with the compunctions of mag-
chanimity ;3 he remembered what an-
vgzcient Dritons were ; he remcembered
‘-dﬁ?&%’(hat scmething was due to the charac-
thter of Siv Thomas M. Hardy.—Three
'i;fg&hours in fact elapsed, whenat 8 in the
_igeveri v an attack was commenced by
withe discnw ge of shells from the bomb
Ziship; several barges and lrunches had
’;%_takcn their stations in different points,
"&6rom whence they threw congreve rock-
Wlets, and corcasses.  This mod. of ate
ack was continucd incessantiv till mid-
vight ; and the fire was returned occa-
“sionaliv from the battery as the rockets
‘ !}‘gaxe opportunity, with any chaace of
ptuccess.  The few dr:‘\ftcd militia,
" khwhich have been some tiine statioved
i ::‘zherc, under command of Lt. Jough,
wwere placed in the best directions to
Yrive an alurm in casc a landing should
oe attewpted.  During the night the
solunteers and militia had asscmbled
®&8n considerable numbers : and the non-
seombatent inhabitants had generally
. Bremoved to the neighbéring farm-hous-
é;fCS, in the womentary cxpectation cf
) Eeceiny their abandoned dwellings in
gilames, It was anightof incxpressible
ganguish to many a widow and orbhan,
10 many aged and infirm, whose ittle
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ot 100 buildings, had been for four
khous covered with flames of fire and
shells, and not a singie building
' [vas consumed, noi a person injured.

4 At the dawn of dav on the 10th, the
pproach of the excmy was announced
)y a discharge of congreve rockets,
Brom several barges & a launch, which
@hidtaken their station on the ecast side

ibagtery.  Several voluntcers, with
Byl 2rms and the feur-pounder, has-
em\ci acrogs the point, supposing the
gencliy weis attempting a landing.—
£ Co¢l Randall, of the 13th regt. wlho
Rt the time was moving towards the
Ebattery with a defachiment of militia,
pordesad them fo wrsist the volunteers
In drawing over one of the 18-pound-
PErs 1o the extreme end of the point;
Eghe fire of which in a few minutes com-
gpelind the barges to geek safety in
Bflicit. During this time tne brig was
Bworking up towards tire poisty and
gsoon wfier sun-risc came

]

§ MARTIN &PATTEN.

if foia within three months from the.

short of a mile-from the batte¥y, (or
mors correctly - the. breast-work.)e—
Our ammunition being soon exhaust-
ed, the guns were spiked, and the men
whe fought them, being anly 15 or 20,
retired, leaving them beind for want of
strength to bring themoff. = .
The brig now continued deltberate-
Iy to pour her 32 pound shot and grape
into the village, without our having
the power of returning a shot for an
hour, and the bomb-ketch occasional-
1y threw in shells, A fresh supply of
ammunition being "obtained, the 18-
pounder was_ withdrawn from the
piece taken back again, whén suich an
animated and well directed fire was
kept up, that at 8 o’clock the prig slip-
ped her cable and hauled off, with her
pumps going, having recived several
shots below her water line, and congid-
erable damage in her spars, .&c. Du-
ring this action between the 18-pound-
er and the brig, Mr. Frederick Deni-
son was slightly wounded in the knee
by a fragment of a rock, and Mr. John
Miner badly burntin the {face by:the
premature discharge of a gun. . The
flag which was nailed to the mast was
pierced with 7 shot holes, the breast
work somewhat injured; and .6 or 8
of the dwelling houses in the vicinty
cssentially injured. At this time a
considerable body of militia had arriv-
ed, and Brig. Gen. Isham had taken
command ; the inhabitants had recov-
ed from the consternation of the first
movements; and were deliberately
moving off their furniture and gaods.
At 11 o’clock the Ramilies and Pacto-
lus had taken stations about two and
a half miles from town; when resist-
ance appeared hopeless, the magis-
trates as a last resort, applied to the
aeneral for permission to send a flag
off, being impressed with the opinion
that there must exist some latent cause
of a peculiar nature to induce a com-
mander who bhad ~heretofore distin-
guished bimself for a scrupulous
regard to the claims of honorable war-
fare, to commit anact so repugnant to
sound policy, so abhorent to his nattire,
so flagrant an \outrage on humanity .-
Tine general, we understand, would
not sanction, nor did heabsolutely pro-
hibit a flag being sent. They there-
fore, on their own responsibility, sent
on board the Ramilies, Isaac Wil-
liams, and William Lord, Esqs. with
the fellowing letter,
: : (corv.)
S2oNINGToN, UG, 10, 1814,
Lo Sir Thomes Hardy.
SIR—Agreeable to notice received
of you yesterday, this town is cleared
of “ unoffnding inhabitants,” and they,
fecling anxicus about the fate of their
village, are desirous to know from you
your determination respecting it.
Yours, &c.
AMOS DENISON, Burgess,
WM. LORD, Magistrate.
The deputation proceeded on board
the Ramilies, and . shortly after an ofe
ficer informed the boatmen that they
might return to the shore, as the gen-
tleinen would be landed in a boat from
the ship; and that Capt. Hardy declar-
ed that no {urther hostilitics would be
committed against the town. After
remaining on board an hour or more,
the deputation were conveyed in a flag
from the ship, which.was met by one
from the shere. They brought with
them a vety singular and extraordina-
ry communication. /An exact copy can-
not at preseunt be obtained, as official
etiquette will not permit it ; but hav-
ing read it when 1t was received on
shore, as far as memoiy will serve us,
itwas as follows: A
On board H. DS, Ship Ramiliee,
off Stoningtong, Aug 10,
GenTLEMEN—You having giving
assurances that no torpedoes have Keen
fitted out from Stonington; and you
having engaged to ekert your influ-
ence to prevent any being fitted ott,
ror receiving any aid from your town ;
if yod send on board this ship by to-

Fol.the town, and out of reach of the

. Point, with its rocky foundations, ha?l

to anchér, | scarcely a voice woild been rajsed to

morrow morning at & o’clock, Mrs.
: Stewart, wife of Sames Stewart, Esq.
tlatc H. M. Consul at New London, and ;
i their children, 1 engage that no fur- |
[ ther hostilities shali be committed a-
gaint Stonington; otherwise I shall |
{ proceed to destroy it effectually. For
. which purpose I possess ample meaus,
. T. M. HARDY, Captain.

. This letter was received indignantly. |
{ No answeir was given. It was a fact |
- well known; that no torpedocs have
"been fitted at Stoningtcon, and that the
'inhabitants are unfriendly, to the sys-
.tem; buf neither individuals nor the
. town have powcr to prevent their re-
, sorting to that place. The condition |
i sine gua non 1s traly tregi-farcical.—
" Neither the town of Stonington, or the
state of Connecticut, had any legal pow.
er to comply with it, which Capt. Har-
dy well knew.  And if Stonington-

beén in_danges of being bW up,

have saved it upon such disgraceful |
terms. The first duty of acitizen, we

-are taught in Connegticut, is to obey

the laws. Mrs. Stewartis under the
protection -ofthe government of the U-
rnited States, and the pétition of her
husband, for a permission for her de-
parture, is in the hands of the proper
authority, who will undoubtedly de-
cide correctly in‘'the case. .
Our countrymen at a distance, firom
the importance Capt. Hardy has at-

-tached to the circumstance of Mrs.

Stewart’s being sent off to the British
squadron, may possibly apiprel.and that

shetiagh received, insultydor. sgif;ﬁn,iﬁed-;

some fears for the persofial safety of
herself and children. So far from this
being: the fact, no lady ever experien.
ced greater civilities from’the citizens}
as no one has better desersed them.~—
And her feelings, during the proceed-
ings at Stonington, demanded the sym-
pathy of her friends, = .

By the terms offered by Capt. Har-
dy, it was limpossible. to discover,
whether he was most doubtful of his
ability to accomiplish. the destruction
of the town, or desirous of a pretext to
save it He assured the geniiemen
who acvcompanied the flag, that this
was the mlost unpleasant ¢ peditionhe
had ever indertaken. :

The truce on the part of the enemy
having expired at 8 o’clock on Thursy
day morning, a flag was soon after ob¥
served at the battery to he .coming on
shore, and’ there not being sufficient’
time to.give information of the fact at.
head-quartcrs and receive instructions,
it was determined by the officer then
contitanding to send a hoat off to re-

_ceive the communication. Mr. Faxon,

of Stonington, took charge of the boat,
met the flag; and offered to convey the
dispatch agreeable to its directions.—
The British officer, Lieut, Claxton,
questioned his authority to receive it ;
inquired whether Mrs, Stewart would
be sent off ; and said he would go/ on
shore. Mr. Faxon, replied; that he
knew nothing of Mrs. Stewart ; and
that if he attempted to proceed for
shore, lie would undoubtedly be fired
on. He continued his course, whena
sentinel was divected to firz forward of
the boat, but the ball passed through
the after sail. 'They immediately put
about, and steered for the ship; the
Lieut. swearing revenge for what he
termed an insult to a flag.

An explanation of the circumstan-
ces was imunediately transmitted by
Gen. Ishamn t- Capt. Hardy, which he
rcceived as satisfactory.

At this moment a flag had started
for the Ramilies from the civil author-
ity of the town, which was received on
board ; by which was scnt the follows
ing letter:

Zo Thomas B, FHardy, £sq. Cori-

mander of &£, B. M. Ship
Ramllies., '

SIR—Since the flag went into New
London for Mrs. Stewart and family,
General Cushing, who commands at
New London, has written, we under-
stand, to the Secretary of War on the
subject, and it is our opinion that the
request will be tomplied with. But
whatever may be the result of the com-
munication from Gen. Cushing, you
will be satisfied that it is not in our
power to enter into any arrangement
with you respecting her.

¥rom yours, &c.

ISAAC WILLIAMS,

WILLIAM LORD, gfa,f‘is;
ALEX. G. SMITH, rates.
JOSEPH SMITH, #arden,
GEO. HUBBARD. ),

AMOS DENISON, § Burgesses.

To this letter Capt. Hardy replied
verbally, that he should allow till 12
o’clock for Mrs. Stewart to be brought
on Soard, At this time the principal
part of three Regiments of militia had
arrived, and the town was periccily
safc against a landing.

At 3 o'clock the bomb ship re-com-
menced throwing shells in the town';
and being out of reach of our cannon,
the General withdrew the militia, ex-
cepting a guard of 50 men, wha were
ordered to patrolc the streets for the
extingtiishment of fire, should any hap-
pen. The bombardment continued till
evening. .

On Friday morning the bomb ship
renewed her operations a little before
sun-rise, while the Ramilies and Pac-
tolus were warping in. At 8 o’clock
the frigate opencd her fire, and was
soon followed by the Ramilies. At
this time, the cannon were ordered to
be removed to the notth end of the
town, where they would have been ser-
viceable if an attempt had been made
to land under cover of the Ships.e
This was a very hazardous service, as
the party would be entirely cxposedl
to the £re of the eneiny, Volinteers

entrusted to Lieut. Lathrop, ‘of that
corps. They marched to the battery,
and brought off the pieces without the
smallest accident ; exhibiting. all the
steadiness which cliaracterises veter-
an soldiers. - e
This tremendous cannonade and
bombardment ccntinued till nearly
noon, when it ceased; and at 4 o’clock
the ships hailed off to their former
anchorage. . .
During the succeeding nightalarge
force was kept on guard, in the expec-
tation and hope that ‘a landing would
bo attempted. The militia, during this
afflicting. scene, digcovered the, yery.
best digposition, and were - eager to
take revenge'of the enemy, cr to sacri-
fice their lives in the contest, . .
It may be considered miraculous,

that, during the several attacks, while
5o many were exposed to this terrible
and protracted bombardment and can»
1onade, not a person was Lkilled, and
but five or siz wounded, and those
slightly. Among the wounded is Licu-
tenant Hough of the drafted mititia.
Cn Saturday morning the enemy ve-
linquished the hope of burning the
town—weighed, anchor, and procee?-
ed.up Fisher’s {sland Sound.
.. The volunteers who so gloriously
fought in the battery, deserve the
thanks of their country., No mencould
have done better. Their example
will have the happiest influence,
‘About 40 buildings are more or less

ar 3 may be considered as ruined.—~
The damage was principally done by
the brig. Many shells did not explode ;
several were extinguished. T'he con-
greve rockets, which were frightful
at first, soon lost their teyrors, and cf-
fected little, =~ =

~ The inhabitants; fearing another at-
‘tack, have not returned to their dwel-
iings ; ar.d their desolate situation calls
loudly upon the philanthropy of their !
fellow citizens.

of the state, we trust very essential aid !
will be furnished.  Nineteen-twenti- |
eths of the inhabitants, it is said, have ;
no other property than their buildings. |
A Nantucket man has beenon board |
the British fleet to redeem his boat, !
and learnt that the Dispatch had two
men killed and twelve wounded : her |
The force in Fisher’s Island Sound
yesterday, we understand; consisted of :
thc Superb, Ramllies, Pactolus, Sylph, |
Dispatchy, Nimrod, and Terror bomb :
ship. e o
. Three gentlerhen latded here op !
Wednesdy from on board the Swedis) -
gchr. which arrived at Plumb-Islang
five days before from Bermuda. They -!
informthat Admiral Cochrane remaip-
ed at Bermuda the 29th of June, with |

two 74’s, 6 frigates, and 4 smaller ves |

sels. A frigate had arrived, which,
touched at the Western Islands the

40 sail of transports, from Gibralter, .
bound to Bermuda. It was said that
Admiral Cochrane was waiting for
them to proceed to the American coast.
An expedition against New York was
spokenof. o
Yesterday, in the afternoon; a Bri-
tish barge approached Groton shore so |

and one wounded of the crew.
crew, it is said, consisted of the masg-
ter of the Dispatch brlg and 13 men.

a2 T maccn
From the Baltimore Patriot,

AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT GF
THE CAPTURE OF WASH-
INGTON. ~

To the Editors of the Balt. Patriot,

Friday Evening, Aug. 26.

Gentlemen-Having witnessed the late
unhappy occurences at Washington, I
will, agreeably to your request, put
themon paper ; that, if necessary, they
may be used to correct some ofthe ma-
ny erroncous reports which are circu-
lating. .

I arrived at Washington on Sunday,

the 21st inst, At that time the offi-

injured, 8 or 10 essentially so ; and 2,

Ifa brief.shonld be)|
granted for collecticis in the churches |

ioss was undoubtedly much greater.— f
!

first of July, and left there a fleet of | |

en. ~

—rc

received large reinforcements ; so that
it was believed by many well informed
persons, that he would have 10,000
men embodied in the course of the
week. In the expcctation that there
was a very considerable force collect-
ed, the President, accompanied by the
Secirctary at War, and of the Navy,
left the city for the camp. * They arri-
ved there late that night ; and the next
morning finding but 3000 ‘men, and
learning. that the Baltimore - troops
were encamped at Bladens‘mrg, they
returned-to the -city on Tuesday to
make further arrangements. All the
_bcoks and papers were sent off, and
the Titigens gererally left the place.
Inthe course of that day a scouting
party from General Winder’s army had
askirmish with aBritish advance guard,
and returncd to camp with such tidings
as induced General Winder to retive
to the oity; with his army, which he ac-
complished by 9 o’clock in the cvene
ing, burnt the old bridge which cros-
sed the Hastern Branch, and encamped
on the Lill directly above the other
bridge, about one mile and an half
from the Navy Yard, and prepared to
defend that passage. In the event of
the British being too strong, the bridge
was to be blown up, for which he had
every thing prepared. At this post he
remained the whole night, expecting
the enemy's forces, On Wednesday
morning I walked through the army
and remained at the bridge until 10
o’clock, when advice was received, that
the enemy had taken the Bladensburg
road. The troops weye humediately
put iti. motion, and by 12 o’clock the
whole were on their march, in the
hopes of forming a junction with the
Baltimore troops, before the enewmy
reached Lladensburg. This was only
partially accomplisled, when the bate
tle commenced, and was contested by
the Baliimore troops, and the men
from the flotilla, with great spirit and
gallanty, tntil it appeared useless for
so emall a force, very badly supported,
to stand against siz thowsend regulara,
el pickea men and well supplied-—a,
retreat was ordered; when tiic Presi-
dent, who had been on horseback with
the army the whole day, retired from
the mortifying scene, and left the city
on horseback. Qn Thursday morning,
I proceeded. on with the army, to
Montgomery Court House, where Gen-
eral Winder’s head quarters were es-
tablished. I had some conversation
with him.. He appeared to regret ve-
ry much, that he had not becn enabled
tc. have made a greater resistance, al-
though he was perfectly satisfied, that
a success{ul resistance conid not have
been made, with the force in theneigh-
bourhnod of Washington, since, if alk
had bzen brougit. together belvre tie
acticn, it would not have been so large
as that cpposed to him, and our force
was principally militia, and that of the
enemy all reguiars and picked men.

D ¢ Qe
Copy of a letter from
Barney to the Secretary
vy, dated
. ara, At Eig RipGeE,
. - August 29th, 1814
Sir—=This is the first moment I have
had it inmy power to make a report:
¢f the proceedings of the forces under

Coimmodore
of the Nuo

near that a party of milita, commanded | my command since 1 had the honor of
by Capt. John Barber, surprised and |
captured her. One man was killed ; at the Camp at the «Old Fields.” On
Her ;

secing you on Tuesday, the 23d inst.

the afternoon of that day we were in-
formed that the enemy was advancing
upon us. Our army was putinto or-
der of battle and our position takens
my forces were on the right. flanked
by the two batalions of the 36th and
58th reginents, where we remained
some hours, The enemy did not how-
ever, make his appearance. A liwtle
before runset €xen. Winder came to
e and recommended that the hecavy
artillery should be withdrawn, with the
excention of()ne I2-pounder to cover
the retreat,  We took up the line of
march, and in the night entered Wash-
ington by the Eastein Branch Bridge.,
i marched my men, &¢. to the Marine
Barracks, and took up quarters; for
the night. Abont 2 o’clock,. Gen.
Winder came to my quarters; and we

cers of government and citizens were
very apprehensive of anattack from the
British who had landed a force on the
Patuxent. Their ntumbers had not
becn ascertained, but reports were va-
rious stating them from 4000 to 16,000,
Gen. Winder was stationed near the
Wood Yard, with about 2000 men,
hourly expecting large reinforce-
ments from every quarter, particularly

made some arrangements... In the
morning I recived a note; {rom Gen.
Windcr. and waited uponhim. He rea
quested me to take commgnd and place
my artillery to defend e passage of
the bridge onthe Eastren Branch, as
the enemy was approaciing the city iny
that direction. I immediately pHting
guns i position, leating the marines,
and the rest o'f,rhy nien at the Barracks,

from Baltimore, 2000 men having been
ordered to march. immediately from
that place. On Sunddy, the public
officers were all engagad in packing
and sending off their books and the citi-
zens their, furnityre. On Monday,
this business was continued with great

in sufficient numbers instantly offered

their scrvices ; among them werc up-|
wards of twenty of the Norwich artil-:
lery. The command of {h¢ party was|

industry, and many families -left the
city. The specie was removed from

to wait furthe? orders.

honor ;i0 mect you with the President
and. Heads of Departments, when it
was determined I should draw off my
guns and men, and proceed towards
Bladensburg, which was immediately
Rut into execution. On our way I was
informed the enewy was within a mile

all the Banks in the district. Reports
were very current, that Winder hadg

of Bladensburg: we hurried on, tho’
the day was very hoty and my men

I wasin this situation when I had the -




