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Clark Circuit Court
Packet # 529

Bill of Complaint

Peter Snider complains of Constant Strode in a plea of tres-
pass vl et armls For that the said defendant on the day of
in the year of our Lord 1841 with force of arms etec. made an assault f
upon the said plaintiff to wit at the county of Clark and then and
there with great force and violence seized and laid hold of said
plaintiff and pushed and knocked him down and then and there with
his fists gave and struck the said plaintiff a great many violent
blows and strokes upon hls body in divers places, and also then and L
there with great force and violence shook and pulled him the said !
plaintiff and cast and threw him the sald plaintiff down upon the

ground at a certaln pile of wood and then and there with force and

violence gave and struck him a great many other blows and strokes.
By means of which said several premises the sald plaintiff was and
became sick and sore and lame and was deprived of doing and follow-
ing his bﬁsiness and necessary affalrs for the space of weeks
2ll which 1s against the peace and dignity of this commonwealth

and to the damage of the said plaintiff §500.

Wherefore he brings suit.

Smith for plaintiff.
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Editor's Note: The following
essay was written by Perry
Brantley, a senior at George
Rogers Clark High School, and
won first prize in the high
school division of an essay col-
test held in conjunction with
's 175th anniversary

ini,he.nﬁret);

STRODE'S SPATIONi

small rolling hill amidst the
rich firtile bluegrass soid of
Kaintuck. This outpost amid the
virgin wilderness of Kentucky
was lodged in the ¢ of
Clark. Many hardy pioneer folk

e from Virginia crossed over the
- rugged Allegheny Mountains to

take up home in Strodes Stn-
tion,

John Strode born January 11
1730, was the woodsman who
left his native state of Virgin-
ia to come to the “Dark and

Bloody Ground” of Kentucky to

settle Strode's Station. John was
among the party of ten men
from Shepherdstown, West Vir-
- ginia to come to Boonesborough
that year, while the rest of the
members of the party went
back to West Virginia, John
slayed behind. During the win-
ter months of 1779-80, John
Strode layed out the boundar-
fes of his fort to be. = |
This frontier fort' became
known as Strode’s Station. With
‘the present-day maps, the sta-
tion would be located near the
junction of the Lexington Road
and the 1-64 By-pass about two
miles west from the present-
chester, The station con-

es, day wini
sisted of twenty-five crude log

cabins surrounded by a high
protective wall made from the
nearby trees. The means of
water was furnished by a small
creek that snaked through the
county near the station, there
was also a clear spring that

the settlers used for water.

The site of the fort delineated

with considerable accuracy by

the Winchester-Lexington Road
on its shorter, south line, and
the By-pass on its longer, west
line, and the bank of the creek
(Strode’s) on the east line. The
length of the fort is mot yet
known, but discoveries when
censtructing a building on its
site indicate that-the chimney
rocks are in place only cover-
ed by sod, so by a thorough
research the length could be es-
tablished.

John Strode, after founding
Strode's Station, went back to
Culpeper County, Virginia to be-
come the master of the gun
factory, near Falmouth, Virgin-
fa which was supplying arms
to the Virginian troops during
the Revolutionary War. He
didn’t return to Strode's Sta-
tion until 1784, where he lived
with his wife, and twelve chll
dren until his death.

The Strode's Station like my
other early fort of that time
was attacked by hnstﬂk Indjans.
In 1780 the fort wasn't'attacked
directly by Indians, but some
of the settlers’ horses were stol-
en by an Indian army that at-
tacked Ruddles and Martin Sta-
tions in neighboring Bourbon
County. Frightened from the,
Indian raids, several of the
pioneers of Strode’s Station
packed their possessions to go
back through the Cumberland
Gap to return to their old
liomes in Virginia, but not be-
me akle ta ro, they pave il up

battle of Piqua, Ohio on Aug-
ust 6, 1780.

In the fall of 1780 after the
defeat of the Shawnees the fol-
lowing settlers from Strode's
Station were captured by bands
of Indians; James Brith-

is, Mr. Steel, Mr. Orchard, lml:*m NLRE's o

two little girls, Polly Donnald-
son and Rebecca Sphar. The
Mr. Orchard was later ki!leﬂ

il by the savages.
Sl‘:mdel Station lay on 2

The following year d mn,
the Shawnees, of

Ohio River, who were led ‘hy
the chieftans Blackfish and Blue
Jacket, grew alarmed over the
spread of the white settlements
in Kentucky. Raiding parties
wreaked havoe, especially with
those settlers who had no stock-
ade, but even Strode's Station
which had a protective wall was

~ not safe for long. On March 1, —

1781 the station was besieged
from milking time in the momn-
ing till four in the afternoon by
a force of British and Indians.
During the battle a Mr. Judy

was wounded, and Captain Pat-
rick Donnaldson, and Jacob
Sphar were killed. Sphar was -
killed while driving the cattle
along the fenceline by his gar-
den, the Indians attacked him
from ambush, Capt.nl.n Donnald-
son, hearing the shots, ran to
see what had happened and

was killed instantly by a bullet -

in the head. The station was
virtually unprotected that day
as a party had been sent to
Boonesborough to protect the
fort there against a possible In-
dian attack. With the few men
that were left at Strode's Sta-
tion, they held off the horde of
savages during the battle that
raged hour after hour. When
the attack on Boonesborough
failed to materialize, the men
returned home to find that their
own station had been under

siege.

During the next two years,
thc Indian raids increased,
more ravages, more cruelties.
The white men  retaliated but

this only brought on greater all

savagery. The year 1782 final-
ly went down in history as Ken-
tucky's “Year of Blood."

The year 1782, opened with
fine warm weather in which two
detachments from Strode's Sta-
tion left the fort. One went with
Colonel Clark on another of his
raids on the Ohio Indians which
led to successful victories
against the Shawnee villages in
the upper Miami Valley. The
other detachment went with
Captain Holder in pursuit of
the Indians that raided Bryan
Station in Fayette County. In
following up this pursuit, the
seitlers made an ill-advised as-
sault upon the retreating Indi-
ans at Blue Licks and were de-
feated. John Douglas of Storde's
Station was killed during the
battle and is buried there. Back
at Strode's Station, with the
absence of the (wo detach-
ments the station with a gar-
rison of thirly men withstood
a thirty-six hour siege from a
party of twenty-five Wyandotte
Indians. In the battle two men
were killed and much of the
sheep flock was slaughtered,
but the Indians were not able
to do any damage to the fort
jtself,

1783, James Brithis, who
caplured by Indians in the

fall of 1780, managed his es-.
woman in a

cape from his Indian captors

and returned, unharmed, to
Strode's Station In time to pre-
vent his wife from remarrying.

Newspaper T;ﬁ
It Must Refrain

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
National Labor Relations Board
has told the News Publishing
Co. of Bowling Green it must re-
frain from discouraging union

e — |

membership amo:ge:mplqu.-
also said

the firm, publisher of Park City

Daily News, also must bargain
with - Nashville Typographical
Union No. 20 if so requested.

A settlement stipulation was
reached by both sides July 20,
which formed the basis for the
NLRB’s order.

The order mandates that the

firm cannot questmn employes

about their union membership.

It also may not threaten to dh--. '
charge them for enguin( In “

such activities. - 3

mnke a mnve. a band ot In-

dians was upon them. It was . .

all over in a matter of sec-

mds,thqwm‘kmedwtmi

having had a chance to defend -
themselves at their eamp nea:
Plum Lick. *°

‘There are nn.ly sesttered ln-
cidents of trouble at Strode’s

Station reported during the next -

several years, but during those
years: Captain Van Sweain-
gen, Peter Harper, Major Me-
Cracken, Ezekiel Sudduth and
John Nutt were either killed h
or around Strode's Sttﬁml.\‘

Winchester had been ;
during this time and thereafter
a battle developed between the
two settlements to see which
would become the county seat
of Clark County. The two set-
temenils were only two miles
apart. When the vote was fin-

ally cast, Winchester was made

the county seat im 1792 over
Strode's and Hood's Stations by
one vote. The vote was taken
among the county's five magi.l-
trates and John Strode voted

for Winchester because he
didn't want any man to think
he would use his position for
a private purpose. Strode own-
the land on which the town
would be located if his station
were chosen the county seat.

After the decision to make
Winchester the county seat of
Clark County, the. pace of life
at Strode’s Station slackened
considerably. Few references
are found conce the sta-
tion after that and people grad-
ually began to move to Win-
chester. This started the end
of Strode's Station.

Captain John Strode, \reterm
of Captain Willlam Morgan's
Company during the French and
Indian War, died at Strode's
Station in August of 1805 at the
age of seventy-six. Before his
death, John and his wife (Mary
Boyle) had the following chil-
dren: Edward, Eleanor, James,
Mary, John, Nancy, Susanah,
Jeremia, Stephen, and Nelley.

There are no visible parts of
Strode's Station to be seen to-
day but in recent years evi-
dence has been uncovered con-
cerning the station. Seventy-
three graves of the pioneers
have been unearthed, including
two cast iron caskets—one ti-
ny casket on top of a large
one was found, The caskets
were forced open and inside the
small one was what once was
a child. There was a jumble
of tiny bones along with white
buttons and diaper pins, A
grey. dress un
found inside lhe large casket.

She had a bonnet tied with a -
large bow under her chin and

201




peasy o= = may

guiding
through
ded after
t Director
e Office of
Er be given
.charges.
Paﬁons of
ntipoverty
bstan-

SEY
Writer

rinner of
Jefferson
sents an
:a.ble ac-’
I, Stuart
Is a sea-
£ his dis-
attained
(ig).
ed in an-
ding na-
Harpers,
. the Sat-

_Heha.l’

the settlers used for water,
The site of the fort delineated

with considerable accuracy by’

the Winchester-Lexington Road
on its shorter, south line, and
the By-pass on its longer, west
line, and the bank of the creek
(Strode’s) on the east line. The
length of the fort is not yet
known, but discoveries when
constructing a building on its
site indicate that-the chimney
rocks are in place only cover-
ed by sod, so by a thorough
research the length could be es-
tablished. :

John Strode, after founding
Strode’s Station, weut back to
Culpeper County, Virginia to be-
come the master of the gun
factory, near Falmouth, Virgin-
ia which was supplying arms
to the Virginian troops during
the Revolutionary War. He
didn't return to Strode’s Sta-
tion until 1784, where he lived
with his wife, and twelve chil-
dren until his death. .
The Strode’s Station like any
other early fort of that time

was attacked by hostile Indians.

In 1780 the fort wasn't ‘attacked
directly by Indians, but some
of the settlers’' horses were stol-
en by an Indian army that at-
tacked Ruddles and Martin Sta-
tions in neighboring Bourbon

County. Frightened from the

Indian raids, several of the
pioneers of Strode's Station
packed their possessions to go
back through the Cumberland
Gap to return to their old
homes in Virginia, but not be-
ing able to go, they gave it up
as the excitement died down.
To reassure them, Colonel Ford
sent ten additional men to the
station to reinforce it in case
of an attack. After things had
settled down around the fort, a
detachment from the station
went with Colonel George Rog-
ers Clark to defeat the Shaw-

- nees, who were responsible for

the raids in Kentucky, at the

lne - inawan ramas ncreasedq,”
more ravages, more cruelties.
The white men retaliated but
this only brought on greater
savagery. The year 1782 final-
ly went down in history as Ken-
tucky's “Year of Blood.”

The year 1782, opened with
fine warm weather in which two
detachments from Strode’s Sta-
tion left the fort. One went with
Colonel Clark on another of his
raids on the Ohio Indians which
led to successful victories
against the Shawnee villages in
the upper Miami Valley. The
other detachment went with
Captain Holder in pursuit of
the Indians that raided Bryan
Station in Fayette County. In
following up this pursuit, the
settlers made an ill-advised as-
sault upon the retreating Indi-
ans at Blue Licks and were de-
feated. John Douglas of Storde’s
Station was killed during the
battle and is buried there. Back
at Strode’s Station, with the
absence of the two detach-
ments the station with a gar-
rison of thirty men withstood
a thirty-six hour siege from a
party of twenty-five Wyandotte
Indians. In the battle two men
were killed and much of the
sheep flock was slaughtered,
but the Indians were not able
to do any damage to the fort
itself,« ; ?

In 1783, James Brithis, who
was captured by Indians in the
fall of 1780, managed his es-
cape from his Indian captors
and returned, unharmed, to
Strode's Station in time to pre-
vent his wife from remarrying.
Several weeks after Brithis’
return, the settlers captured an
Indian which Bithis killed. The
Indian might have been one of
his captors.

Just before dawn on Sept.
20, 1784, there came a shrill,
sleep-shattering war whoop; the
pioneers Mattihas Sphar and
Joshua Bennett awoke with a
start; but before they could

-
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didn't want any man to think
he would use his position for
a private purpose. Strode own-
ed the land on which the town
would be located if his station
were chosen the county seat.

After the decision to make.

Winchester the county seat of
Clark County, the.pace of life
at Strode’s Station slackened
considerably. Few references
are found concerning the sta-
tion after that and people grad-
ually began to move to Win-
chester. This started the end
of Strode's Station. .
Captain John Strode, veteran
of Captain William Morgan’s
Company during the French and

Indian War, died at Strode’s
Station in August of 1805 at the .

age of seventy-six. Before his
death, John and his wife (Mary
Boyle) had the following chil-
dren: Edward, Eleanor, James,
Mary, John, Nancy, Susanah,
Jeremia, Stephen, and Nelley.

There are no visible arts of
Strode’s Station to be seen to-
day but in recent years evi-
dence has been uncovered con-
cerning the station. Seventy-
three graves of the pioneers
have been unearthed, including
two cast iron caskets—one ti-
ny casket on top of a large
one was found. The caskets
were forced open and inside the
small one was what once was
a child. There was a jumble
of tiny bones along with white
buttons and diaper pins. A
woman in a grey dress was
found inside the large casket.

She had a bonnet tied with a

large bow under her chin and
blue gloves on both hands. Her
flesh was the color of SNOw.,

The grave of Captain John

Strode was also uncovered, His

A A AR

\

|

remains and along with those .

of the other pioneers were
transferred to the Winchester

ever.
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Notes re Captain John Strode ,

John Strode (1729-1805) of Berkeley Co., Va. First came to Ky in 1776/
He marked and imoroved l2nd in the area now Clark County. Back to Va.

and returned to Ky. in 1779 with a preemption for 1000 acres. He built
a cabin which was the nuceleus of Strodes Station (winter of 1779-80). |
In order to establish his station Strode offered other ploneers, expecially
those around Boonesborough, the use of land, free of rent until after the |
Revolutionary War. By 1781 twenty five cabins had been bullt. i

Pioneers whose cabins comprised Strode&s Station were:

1. John Strode 2. Stephen Soyle 3. Matthias Sphar 4. John Douglas
|

5. Jimmy Bathis 6. Granny West 7. Joshua Stamper 8. Dumpford :

9. Pressley Anderson 10. John Rice 11. E e 13. Robert
Taylor 14. Jacob Sphar 15. Barney Mitchell 16. John Constant

17. Frederick and Benedict Couchman 18. James Duncan 19 ___ Baker

20.  Joe Dark 21. Patrick Mooney 22. John Hart 23, Patrick Donnalson
24. Joshua Bennett 25 William Clinkenbeard and John Kirk,

Each man at the station was allowed % of an acre for a garden. There

were no fences, the garden was open field with gtakes marking the allotted
plots. The garden was on the south and west end and side. On the north
end was a corn field of about 100 acres, extending nearly to Constant's
Station (later Thomas R. Moore's farm) The garden was seperated by a
fence from the cornfield. The spring was on the east side next to the
creek.

The most that 1s k own of Strode's Station and its inhabitants is found
in the interview which the pioneer William Clinkenbeard gave to Rev. John
D. Shane, a Presbyterian minister, in 1843, a year before Clinkenbeard's
death.

In describing the Indian attack made on Strode's Station on March 18 Y78
Clinkenbeard recalled that he and hig brother Isaac, along with John Douglasg,
John McIntyre am, John Hart, Frederick Couchman, Samuel Taylor and John

Kirk were ordered to Boones Station (near Athens) to guard the small station
there. On returning to Strode's Station the young men, including Clinken- |
beard, wan ed to fire their guns to show their Joy 2t being home but John
Douglas protested that it would frighten the women and they desisted. It
wag advice well taken for on reaching the fort they found that during

thelr absence Indians had attacked. Two ploneers had been slain, they wvere
Jacob Sphar and Patrick Donnalson. The stock had either been killed or
driven off. Sphar was driving cattle along the garden when Indians lying
outside the gap that led into the cornfield fired and killed him.

Patrick Donnalson heard the shot and rushed to see wvhat had happened.. he
was shot In the head and was killed instantly.




- Mrs. Lee Sims Trimble, Mo. 64492 272

1, Edward Strode and Eleanor b. in England

2, Edward Strode. b in Eng.

3, John Strode b 11 Jan 1729 (Va.) m Mary Boyle b 22 Feb. 1739 d. 1804; he d. 1805

4. John Strode, Jr. b. 25 Sept 1763 (Va) m 11 Nov. 1790 Ruth Constant (b. 24 Mar 1770)
Ruth d. 21 Aug 1845; John d 2 Aug. 1832

4. Nancy Strode b 21 May 1770 m 1791 (Abigah Brooks (b. ca 1759-65 Mass.; d. 5 Nov.
5, 1812 Clark Co. KJ d. July 6, 1855,

5, Stephen Strode b 1790-1800 Clark Co., Ky. m Lucinda G (Young?) d Clay Co. Mo.

Brookds and Strode's from there to present (my line) were in Me,

1. John HOY d before 1767 in Va, m Elizabeth Jones b. 1733 in Va, d. 1813 in
Clark Co., Ky. she m 2d a Calloway and lived at Boonsboro, Ky.

2, William Hoy b. 1751 in Va., m 1775 Sarah Calloway d. 1790 at Hoy's Station, Ky.

3, Jones Hoy b. 1 May 1773 in Estill Co., Ky. m lJuly 1805 in Ky, to Elizabeth
Brown dau, of Samuel.

So you can see why I am interested in your part of Ky. Strode's my mothers
line; Hoy's my father's line and Brook's my husband's line.
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the seftlers used for water,
The site of the fort delineated
with considerable accuracy hy

constructing a building on its
site indicate that-the chimney
rocks are in place only cover-
ed by sod, so by a thorough
research the length could be es-
tablished.

John Strode, after founding
Strode’s Station went back to
- Culpeper County, Virginia to be-
come the master of the gun
factory, near Falmouth, Virgin-

ia which was supplying arms

to the Virginian troops during
the Revolutionary War. He
didn’t return to Strode's Sta-
tion until 1784, where he lived
with his wife, and twelve chil-
dren until his death. fL'

The Strode's Statmn like any
other early fort of that time

was attacked by hostile Indians.

In 1780 the fort wasn't ‘attacked

directly by Indians, but some

of the settlers’ horses were stol-
en by an Indian army that at-
tacked Ruddles and Martin Sta-
tions in neighboring Bourbon
County. Frightened from the,
Indian raids, several of the

‘pioneers of Strode's Station

packed their possessions to go
back through the Cumberland
Gap to return to their old
liomes in Virginia, but not be-
ing able to go, they gave it up
as the excitement died down.
To reassure them, Colonel Ford
sent ten additional men to the
station to reinforce it in case
of an attack. After things had
settled down around the fort, a_
detachment from the station
went with Colonel George Rog-
ers Clark to defeat the Shaw-"
. nees, who were responsible for:
the raids in Kentncky. ll. the

¢-_;..f

L4

led to

‘ue - indian - ralas - oIncreasea;”

more ravages, more cruelties.
The white men retaliated but
this only brought on greater
d savagery. The year 1782 final-
ly went down in history as Ken-
tm:kyfs “Year of Blood.”
The year 1782, opened with
fine warm weather in which two

“detachments from Strode’s Sta-

tion left the fort. One went with
Colonel Clark on another of his
raids on the Ohio Indians which
successful victories
against the Shawnee villages in
the upper Miami Valley. The
other detachment went with
Captain Holder in pursuit of
the Indians that raided Bryan
Station in Fayette County. In
following up this pursuit, the
settlers made an ill-advised as-
sault upon the retreating Indi-
ans at Blue Licks and were de-
feated. John Douglas of Storde’s
Station was killed during the
battle and is buried there. Back
at Strode’s Station, with the
absence of the two  detach-
" ments the station with a gar-
rison of thirty men withstood
a thirty-six hour siege from a
party of twenty-five Wyandotte
Indians. In the battle two men
were killed and much of the
sheep flock was slaughtered,
but the Indians were not able
to do any damage to the fort
itself.«

In 1783, James Brﬂhis who
was captured by Indians in the
fall of 1780, managed his es-
cape from his Indian captors
and returned, unharmed, to
Strode's Station in time to pre-
vent his wife from remarrying.
Several weeks after Brithis’
return, the settlers captured an
Indian which Bithis killed. The
Indian might have been one of
his captors.

Just before dawn on Sept.
20, 1784, there came a shrill,
sleep—shatlermg war whoop; the
‘pioneers Mattihas Sphar and
‘Joshua Bennett awoke with a.
start but before they could

:
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of Strode's Station.

Captain John Strode, veteran
of Captain William Morgan’s
Company during the French and
Indian War, died at Strode's
Station in August of 1805 at the
age of seventy-six. Before his
death, John and his wife (Mary
Boyle) had the following chil-
dren: Edward, Eleanor, James,
Mary, John, Nancy, Susanah,
Jeremia, Stephen, and Nelley.

There are no visible parts of
Strode’s Station to be seen to-
day but in recent years evi-
dence has been uncovered con-
cerning the station. Seventy-
three graves of the pioneers
have been unearthed, including
two cast iron caskets—one ti-
ny casket on top of a large
one was found. The caskets
were forced open and inside the
small one was what once was
a child. There was a jumble
of tiny bones along with white
buttons and diaper pins. A
woman in a grey dress was
found inside the large casket.
She had a ed with a
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