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THE BUSH FAMILY

(Early Settlers on Lower Howard®s Creek)

The Bush family of Clark County are descended from John Bush,

who came from England and settled in Kicoughtan (now Hampton, near
01d Point Comfort) Virginia in the year 1618. He came in the ship
Neptune and in 1624 he paténted 300 acres of land in the corporation

of Elizabeth City, 50 acres in his own right, 150 for the trans-
portation out of England of his wife, Elizabeth and his two children
(who came in the "Guift”) in 1619; and 100 acres for the transport-
ation of his two servants, Thomas Hand and William Puckar, whc came
in the "Charles" in 1621.

His grandson John Bush, of St. Thomas Parish, Orange County,
Virginia, died in 1746 and in his will he names his wife, Bridget
Bush, and his six children, Philip, Mrs. Martha Bruce, Mrs. Elizabeth
Sanders, John, Thomas and Daniel. The testator was the immediate
ancestor of the Clark County branch of the family. The first mention
of him in the records of Orange County is where in 1745, William
Bryan conveyed to him 100 acres of land in consideration of 5 shill-
ings and the rent of one ear of Indian corn yearly at the feast of
St. Micheal the Archangel, when lawfully demmanded.” This would
seem to indicate khat Philip Bush's wife was the daughter of the aaid
William Bryan, who was also, most likely the ancestor of William
Jennings Bryan, whose forbears did anciently abide in that same county
of Orange. One of the witnesses of this deed was Zachary Taylor, the
grandfather of the President of the same name.

Philip Bush, Sr. in his will dated Sept. 22, 1772 (which was

probated not more than a month or so after his death) names ten
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MR. AND MRS. REUBEN B. DEVARY of Winchester will celebrate
their golden wedding anniversary with an open house today at theii

home, 232 Boone avenue, in Winchester.

M. And Mrs. Devary To\ "5, - -
Celebrate 50th Anniversa o

.| Mr. and Mrs. Reuben B. Deva {4
will celebrate their golden we tiet
ding anniversary today with 1 i
open house at their home in Wit
| chester. v * . v s

The couple, who were marriet
Jan. 4, 1896, in Jeffersonville, Ind.,’
are the parents of seven children.
They are Mrs. Robert Thompson,
Mrs. Nancy Wells and Mrs. Loran
Snelson, all of Winchester; W. J. D.
Devary of Louisville; Reuben De-
vary of Fort Riley, Kansas; Hyman
N. Devary and Ray Devary, both
of Winchester. .

Mr. and Mrs. Devary have eight

grandchildren.
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THE BUSH FAMILY

(Early Settlers on Lower Howard®s Creek)

The Bush family of Clark County are descended from John Bush,
who came from England and settled in Kicoughtan (now Hampion, near
014 Point Comfort) Virginia in the Yyear 1618. He came in the ship
Neptune and in 1624 he paténted 300 acres of land in the corporation

of Elizabeth City, 50 acres in his own right, 150 for the trans-
portation out of England of his wife, Elizabeth and his two children
(who came in the "Guift") in 1619; and 100 acres for the transport-
ation of his two servants, Thomas Hand and William Puckar, who came
in the "Charles" in 1621.

His grandson John Bush, of St. Thomas Parish, Orange County,
Virginia, died in 1746 and in his will he names his wife, Bridget
Bush, and his six children, Philip, Mrs. Martha Bruce, Mrs. Elizabeth
Sanders, John, Thomas and Daniel. The testator was the immediate
ancestor of the Clark County branch of the family. The first mention
of him in the records of Orange County is where in 1745, William
Bryan conveyed to him 100 acres of land in consideration of 5 shill-
ings and the rent of one ear of Indian corn yearly at the feast of
St. Micheal the Archangel, when lawfully demmanded.” This would
seem to indicate khat Philip Bush's wife was the daughter of the aaid
William Bryan, who was also, most likely the ancestor of William
Jennings Bryan, whose forbears did anciently abide in that same county
of Orange. One of the witnesses of this deed was Zachary Taylor, the
grandfather of the President of the same name.

Philip Bush, Sr. in his will dated Sept. 22, 1772 (which was

probated not more than a month or so after his deathd names ten

ﬁWWW




children, Josiah, Philip, John, William, Ambrose, Mrs. Sarah Watis,
Mrs. Mary Richards, Joseph, Joshua, Francis and Mrse. Elizabeth
Jomnson. It is likely that most of the sons named served in the
Revolutionary War. It is known that some of them did. Philip
Bush's wife is not named in this will, and therefore could not have
been living at the time it was made. Her given name was Mary, and it
js believed that her name before marriage was Mary Bryan. One of

the witnesses to this will was James Madison, father of President
Madison.

In 1780 nearly (if not quite) all of these children of Philip
Bush, Sr. started to Kentucky. Most of them were members of the
Pamunloey Baptist Church, located on the north side of the North
Fork of the North Anna River in Orange county, which was founded in 1

1774 by Aaron Bledsoe and Elijah Craig and is still in existence.
Theee sons and daughters of Philip Bush, Sr. together with a number
of the other members of the Pamunloey Church organized themselves into
a new Baptist Church, with Elder John Vivion as their lay pastor;
and under his leadership this unique church colony started for the
wilds of Kentucky, and proceeded as far as Holston (now Abingdon, Va.)
near khe line between Virginia and Kentucky, arriving there in Dec-
ember 1780. On their tedious march through the wilderness to this
point they held divine services in theri temporary encampments every
Sunday, invariably making a halt for that purpose. At Holston
they received advice by a runmer sent by Captain Billy Bush (who
was then in the fort at Boonesborough) warning them not to proceed
further for the time béing, as the troubles with the Indians at that
time made it unwise for them to proceed to Kentucky. At Holston they




met Rev. Robert Elkin, a regularly ordained Baptist minister
wfrom the older parts of Virginia", who was also on his way to Kentucky
with his familys; and choosing him as their pastor, they at once
(December, 1780) reorganized the church and the minute records from
that time to this are complete. This body remaimed until Nov. 12,
1785 when they moved to Lower Howards Creek, in what is now Clark
County, and then took up the lands which had been previously entered
for them by Captain Billy Bush. Here they founded the famous old
Providence Church ("the old Stone Meeting House) which is still
living and prosperous and is the oldest church organization (of any
denomination) in Kentucky. The land for the church was donated by
Francis Bush and his brother-in-law, Robin Richards.
On leaving Craig®s Station in November, 1785, several of the
children of Philip Bush, Sr. proceeded to the so~called "Barrens"®
in Southwestern Kentuckys and to this stock belonged Sarah Bush,
the second wife of Thomas Lincoln, the father of Abraham Lincoln.
Christopher Bush was surety on the bond of Thomas Lincoln for this
marriage.
Those of the children of Philip Bush, Sr. who settled in what
is now Clark Co., Ky. (then Fayette Co., Va.) and founded the famous
*Bush Settlement” in the midst of which Providence Church &s located
were: (L) Philip Bush, Jr. born Oct. 18, 1736. In his youth he
courted a young lady in Virginia who re jected him and married Col.
John Vivion insteads; but she promised that he might marry her eldest
daughter, if she would have a daughter; and sure enough he did marry

her eldest daughter, Frances Vivion, some 18 or 20 years later, when




he was about 40 years of age. They had numerous children, among them
was Robert Bush, father of the famous Dr. Bush of Lexington, Peggy
Bush who married Tandy Quisenberry and had 19 childrens and Polly
Bush who married a Mr. McCurtry.

(2) Mary Bush, born July 3, 1738 married Robin Richards and had many
children.

(3) John Bush, born Feb. 2, 1742, twice married; the name of his
first wife is unknown; his second wife was Polly Tillman. NumbeoOus
children.

(4) William Bash (better known as Captain Billy Bush) born Oct. 29,
17463 died July 26, 1815. He married Frances Tandy Burrus, sister of
Jane Burrus, the first wife of Rev. James Quisenberry and thgy had
many children. Captain Billy accompanied Daniel Boone on his second
trip to Kentucky in 1770 and was a famous Indian fighter. He also
served under General George Rogers Clark in the Illinois campaign which
won the great Northwest Territory for the United States. He spent the
last years of his life in semrch for the mythical "Swift's Silver Mine”
His tombstone says that "He was friend and companion of Daniel Boone."

(5) Ambrose Bush, born April 8, 1848; married Lucy Golson of a
Virginia family of orators and statesmen and they had a number of
children., He was the great-great grandfather of Lewis Hampton Bush
and Valentine W. Bush, now of Winchester. He was the gmandfather of
Julia Hieronymus, who was born Dec. 5, 1799 in Clark County; in 1824
married John Tevis, a distinguished Methodist minister and in 1825 she
established in Shelbyville, Kentucky the famous Science Hill Academy for
young women; and she contineéd in active control and superintendance of

that #nstitution until her death in 1883 a period of almost 60 years.




Upon her death Rev. Wiley Poynter, of Winchester, Kentucky
became principal of Science Hill Academy and since his death it has
been conducted by his widow, a native of Winchester. So during the
nearly 86 years of its continuous existence Science Hill Academy has
always been conducted by Clark County people.

(6) Francis Bush, born February 20, 1750. Married first (in Va.)
Lucy Davis, and their children were: Fanny, who married a Bradley;
Polly, who married Ambrose Christy; Nancy who married Thomas Vivions
and Betsey who married Daniel Orear. The second wife of Francis Bash
was Rachel Martin, daughter of John Martin, a Revolutionary soldéer;
and their children were Lucy, who married Colby Burrus Quisenberry,
Sallie who married George Matthews; Jordan, who married Sallie Miller
Stewart and Fielding, who married Adelaide Halyard, daughter of Captain
John Halyard, who commanded a company of Virginia troopers in the Rev-
olutionary War and they had numerous children--among them a daughter
Walker Bush, who married John F. Taylor and their daughfer, Mollie
Ford Taylor, married John R. Reagan, one of thefounders of the Republic
of Texas, afterwards Governor of the State of Texas, then Postmaster
General of the Confederate States and subsequently Representative and
then Senator of the United States Congress. Francis Bush was a soldier
in the Revolutionary War. He enlisted Feb. 14, 1770 in Capt. William
Taylor's company of Col. Christian Febiger®s company of the Continental
Line (2nd Virginia Regiment) and served one year. His second wife,
Rachel Martin was traditionally descended from Capt. John Martin, one
of the Royal Councillors of Jamestown in 1607. Lewis Hampton Bush of
Winchester has an oil portrait, life size (painted in 1840 by an artist
named Spence) of Rachel Martin Bush who died about 1863,aged nearly
100 years.
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WILLIAM BUSH

William Bush this day claimed a settlement and preemption to a tract
of land in the district of Kentucky, lying between Howards Lower Creek
and Two-mile Creek by lmproving the same and ralsing a crop of corn in
the year 1775 & 76. Satisfactory proof teing made to the court they are
of the opinion that the said Bush has a right to a settlement of 400
acres of land to include the sald lmprovement and preemption of 1000

acres and Judge that a certificate be issued accordingly.
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Kathryn Owen 1 April, 1994
423 E. Broadway
Winchester, Ky. 40392

Dear Mrs. Owen,

I am currently researching my family history and was
referred to you by Dr. A. Goff Bedford.

I am descended from Ambrose Bush Jr. of Clark County. He was
born 1779 in Orange County. Virginia and died on 4 Sept..
1859 in Clark County. Kentucky. He married Jane Quisenberry,
a daughter of James Quizenberry. His father, Ambrose Bush -
Sr., was a brother to William "Captain Billy" Bush. From
what I have gathered, Ambrose Bush Jr. lived in the Boone's
and Jouett’'s Creek area. His son, Lewellyn Bush. is my third
great—-grandfather.

My research has yielded a massive amount of genealogical
dates for births. deaths and marriages. but I am looking for
information concerning their lives. I am plan to write a
Bush family narrative in the near future.

Do you have any information concerning the Ambrose Bush Jr.
family? I have searched for the graves of Ambrose Jr. and
Jane Quisenberry. but have not found them. I know aboutf. his
church and Boone's Creek Association affiliations, but that
is all. I have found even less information about Lewellyn
Bush. Lewellyn married Polly Vaughn in 1825 in Clark County.
They had three children. Next I find Lewellyn married to
Martha Townsend in the Wolfe County area. What happened to
his first wife? Family tradition states that Polly Vauahn
was killed in a hunting accident. Any information about
Lewellyn Bush would be most helpful.

Do you know of any portraits or photodraphs of Ambrose Bush
Sr. or Jr.? I would love to include them in my book.

Anything you can provide will be most appreciated. I am
enclosing a self-addressed stamped envelope if you wish to
reply. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely.,

MM—
Kenneth Bush
P.0. Box 961
Campton, Ky.
41301
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| Marr 00-00-1729
_Philip Bush Sr. i in Vva.
| Born 26-Feb-1710 196 | Died 00-00-1745
! in St. Thomas Parish, Orang| in Va.
| Died 00-00-1772 ! '
i in Orange Co., Va |Margaret (Bruce) Braxton |
| Born 199 |
' in Va. !
i
Ambrose Bush Sr._ |
! Born 08-Apr-1748 100 |
! in Orange Co., Va. |
| Died 10-Feb-1815 ! !
i 4in Clark Co., Ky. | William Bryan }
i '| | 1023 |
? i | |
| 1 |
i {Mary Bryan |
! Born 00-000-1709 197 |
| Died 00-000-1772 !
i i i
| iMargaret |
i 1024 |
i !
|
Jeremiah (#1) Bush
Born 20-Jan-1789 97
in Clark Co., Ky. _Theodore Gulston, Dr.
Died 23-Dec-1842 | Born 00-00-1572
in Ky. Anthony Gholson Sr. } Died 00-00-1632
‘ i 06 |
| : {Helen Southerton
! 1
' 1
| John_Gholson !
i | 204 |
i : ;
: ' \Jane |
l ; 207 |
i : !
I I
! I
{Lucy Gholson H
Bom 15-Feb-1752 101 |
in Orange Co., Va. |
Died 25-Jul-1815 | :
j |
i I 0o !
o | | |
| :
{Esta Cook !
05 |
1
|
I
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Wanda Bess
P.O. Box 1172
Bowie, Tx. 76230

Dear Kathryn,

| received the book and am so pleased with it. | was sorry | did 't get to meet
you when | came to Kentucky. Maybe | will get to come back in the future.

| have a problem with some of my information that | picked up when | was there.
Maybe you can get me straight. | am sending a copy of a paper on Captain Billy
Bush. It says that Thomas J. Bush was never married . | believe you said in your
letter you are a descendent of Capt. Billy Bush through Thomas J. Bush. | found
a daughter of Capt. Billy who married Thomas T. Bush. He was a son of John
Bush, brother of Capt. Billy. | have not found Hyman G. Bush or Ed Bush in my
files. | did copy every thing | could find in the library when | was there.

| am interested in the journal you mentioned. | have found leads to information
in unexpected places.

Do you know where | can find copies of the Quisenberry Family book and the
History of Boone 's Creek Baptist Association ? | would like to find the book on
the Gentry Family also.

Sincerely,
Wanda Bess
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| THE BUSH FAMILY.

“The Bush family, of Clark conuty, Kentneky, is said to have de-
scended from Joln Bush, who came from England and settled

MO W By

» at Kiecoughtan (now Hampton), Vieginia, in the year 1618, and &
2IE while there is probably no doubt whatever of this being a fuet,

; 2  still, on acconnt of the destruction of many old records in Vir- 57
v Tl | T ginia, it has not been found possible to trace the conmection™ .
i ; x: The furilest back the Clark county Bushes lave been abso- i
fasl B ~ * Iately traced is to John Bush, of St. Thomas Parish, Orange county, - '
O E +..= Virginia, whose will was probated in that,county ia 1746. - (See
2 . Appendix, VIII, 19,) In this will his wife is'mentioned as Bridget !

g Rush, and the following cbildven are cnwmerated: (1) Philip;
& - %) Martha Bruce; (3 Elizabeth Sanders; (4) Joln; (3) Thomass - t
(6) Daniel. The testator, John Bush, was probably born not later E
L ]

than 167v, and was doubtless the grandson of the pioneer John
- Bush who settled at Kicconghtan in 1618, In this connection the
_ following note from the Virginia Magazine of History and Biog-
~ - raphy (Vol. I, page 194) may be of interest:
"t “Jobm Bush, of Kiccoughtan, in the Corporation of Elizabeth
Fit}'. Gentleman, who came over in the Neptune, at his own charge,
E%  in 1618, was patented 300 acres; 50 in his own right, 150 for the
%% transportation out of England of his wife, Elizabeth, and his chil
;q' !!.ren., Elizabeth and Mary Bush, who all came in the Guift, in 16197 v<
5, And 100 acres for the tramsportation of his two servants, Thomas
g -and Williom Pucker, who came in the Clarles in 1621, said

J2nd being in the parish of Kiecot ughtan and adjoining the lands ot -
e, - deatenant Albino Lupo and William Julian and Kordering on'the
}. Cainriver. Granted by Wyattin1624” . . = - o 4

-
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THE BUSH PAMILY

weledoubt]nu serex.tl m.lm hoth sons and daughters, in the

: 77 dotrse of time.” “The: Bnaheu hmmﬁeﬂ deﬁtﬁn’!‘_lf: l‘llt‘.'“u-

-'*’lpect. .

+ = Philip Bush, of &t Thomnl Parish, Omngu cnunt}, Vi irgmm,

o tlm eldest son of John Bush. sr., of the same couniy and parish, was

" the ancestor of the Clark county branch of the family. The fiest

- mention found concerning hiw in the records of Orange county is

<« where. on March 6, 1745, William Bryan, of St Thouus Parish.

. Ovange connty, sold to Plilip Bush. of the same connty and parish,

one hundred acves of land in the snane connty and parish, “in con-

sideration of five shillings and the rent of one car of Tndian eorn

yearly, at the feast of ¥t. Michael, the Arehangel. when Liwfully

“demanded.”  One of the witnesses (o thLis decd was Zachary Taylor,

the grandfather of the President of that pame, The William Bryan

= who sold the land was very probably the ancestor of William

. “io "Jennings Dryan, whose Vicginia fnnfaﬂwrn Im 4l in Ol.mge ﬂllil
A L “'4 the adjoining muulv of Culpeper.

Philip Bush, in Lis will (sce \ppmd:x VILI, 20), ]arnlnted in

. ably not more than a month or so after his deatl), and witnessed
= by James Madison, the father of President Madison, names ten chil-
dren, and dispuges of five Lundred acres of Lind, £75 in money, four

slaves, aid some persoual property. Severalof the childven received

no Lequests of land. and donbiless he il previously prov idvd

" for thent in that respeet. At the time the will was made it seems

5T =
V¥ our.i

lis wife wis not living, as she is not mentioned in i, and none of
Ler descendants now kuow what her maiden mme was,  Ier give

siali; (2) Philip; (3) Jolin; (4) William; (5) Ambrose; (6) Mrs., Sarah -
Watts: (71 Mrs Mary Richards: (%) Josephs () Joshuaz (10) Mrs.
| Elizabeth Johnson. 1t is likely that all the sons named saw service
| ; in the Revolutionary War. It is kuown that some of them did. ¥

Most of these children moved to Kentucky, sooner or later,
. and.some of them settled in what was called “the Barrens,™in the
* southwestern part nt the State; and to this stock belongs Sarah

mmf.wm
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mcoln (hmiuphu liush mm on Robert Lincoln’ s bond for this

'I'lus extmct mntu-nu ul.ll\ two cluldren, hulh daughters but_ &
m.n'ﬂlﬂ"

'-'Clal'k

" wghe old stoue meeting house,” wax located, were: >

" - gourted a youug lady in Virgini w
- Colonel John Vivion instead, but she pmmlsud that he might marry
her first daughter, if she should have a daughier; and sure enough -
Le did warry her eldest daugliter. Frances Vivion. some eighiteen

or twenly purs Later, when e was
g his clildven were Robert Bush, the fathier «
of Lexington; Colonel Johu Bush; Pegey. who married 'T.mll;

ried, and the nane of his first
wife was l'olh Tillman.

Orange county, Virginia. on September 24, 1772 (which was prob-

name was Mary, The childven mentione al in the will are: (1) th

Bush, the necond wife of Robert Lincoln, the father of Abraham .

it '~ THE swntmw i "*:( : =

ttled in
iwThosc. of u:e (hll,dren. o[ L’hnhp Bu.sh I, \uhn sei
“county, Kehtueky, “and founded -t famous “Bush. Settle;

ment,” in the midst. of which Providence Baptist thmch. -, -

1. PHILIEF BUSLL burn October 18, 1736 Iu Lis youtk he
Lo rejected him and warried

[orty years of age. Among
of the fiomous Dr. Bush,

uisenberry, and Polly, who narried i My, MeMurtry. :
o MARY BUSH, boru July 3, 17855 nu arried Robin l'lh.h.mls. [
2. JOIN BUSEHL born February 2, 1742, Hewas twice mar-
mla in uul noW Lnuun. His second .

4 WILLIAM BUSH (be tter I-mm W as “(‘.1plam BI“\' Bulh )

born October 29, 1746; died July *.Ni 1¥15.  Me married Frances,

Tandy Burris, a sister of June Buv wis. the fiest wife of Rev. Jamm%.
Quixenberry.  Captain Billy Bush aceompanied Daniel Boone on
his second trip to Kentneky, in 1770, and was a great Indian fighter.
He also served under George Rogers € ‘lark in the Ilineis campaigo.
which won the great Northwest Territory for the United States.

His inmbstom- says that “He was the friend aud companion of
Daniel Boone.”

5. AMBROSE BUSIL born April 8 17435 wav -ried Lucy Gol-

n, or Gholson. They were the grandparents of Hon. Ambrose
YG. Bush. who for fifty years has been (he clerk of old Providence
church, and of Judge James H. Bush. Ruhard (. Bush, and \ aleu
_tine W. Bush. 3

6. FRANCIS BUSH, born Felnu.lr} "0 1750. The name of

2 his first wife is not known, but their children were: (1) Fanny, who

married — Bradey; (2) Polly, who married Ambrose Chiisty; 3)
Haney, who mmwd Thomas Vi u‘ion (4} Bctle“ who‘man-ie:lmmel

fen: .
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