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Draper Papers

Series U, Vol. 21, pg. 25/79

Lieut. David Bobinson was born in Ireland in 1730, where he received

a fine education, and his letters extant well corroborate thhereputa-
tion he had of superior scholarship for his day both in the classics

and general literature. He early settled in Augusta Co., Virginia

and afterwards in Bottetourt, ma maintaining schoolsoof much great success.

He became second Lieutenant in Capt. predn's company on the Shawanoe

campaign, entering the company July 14th, 1795 and when the company

was disbandediin June 1756, he then entered Capt. John Dickerson's

compay of Rangers as a Lieutenant serving two years, having been dis-

_banded | in May 1759. This was hard frontier service in the Greembrier

region IN 1764 whlle it was stlli necessary to protect the £ront1er,

Robinson was placed at the head of a company and rendered goed service
under the direction of Col. Andrew Lewis. For several years fobldwing
he was engaged in the fur tradeeand visited Charleston, Philadelphia,

and New York. He was on very intimate terms with Col. Preston and

seems to have made his home with him during somepperiods of his life

in Virginia. When Kentucky County was organized in 1776, he was made
County LIeutenant and John Bowman Colonel; and failing to accept cor
qualigy, Bowman succeeded him, and then, Robinson lost a fine apportunity
to have distinguished himself. 1In his old age he went to Kentucky,

where he had valuable lands. He settled on Boone's Creek in Fayette Co.,
where he died in 1807 (an error), aged seventy-seven years. He was
unmarried. '
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114 Berwick Drive
Oak Ridge, TN 37830
July 16, 1985

Dear Katherine,

The trip to Ky. proved to be both enjoyable and
productive. The day with you in Winchester was
certainly the high point!

After you left I worked in the court records
and did manage to pinpoint the death date of
Thomas A. Thompson within a 9-month period,
during which he was being sued and then his
estate was being sued. All of this is welcome
information, since I had been unable to deter-
mine what had happened to him. It seems that
he left only one heir, a son named Thomas A.
Thompson. Before finding this info in Clarke
Co., I had not been certain that Thomas A. had
married. (Now of course I'm wondering who his
wife was.) Anyhow, it seems that some of the
suits in Clarke Co. involve the son rather than
the father. The father died rather young, so
I would have never been able to figure this
out without these court records. The Madison
Co. records did not define the relationship,
and were very confusing.)

Just as the Court House was closing at 4 PM,

a storm came up. I noticed that the door to
the office of the Register of Deeds was still
open, and an attorney was working in the back
room, so I went in and asked him if it would
be OK to stay a while. He said that it would,
as the clerks had to balance their books for
the day. So I got in another 30min. of very
valuable work in the deeds, and learned that
Raney Leforce, who married Mary Thompson, is
definitely the person that I suspected he might
be. His mother was Agnes Robinson, and he had
an uncle Col. William Robinson who left a will
in Fayette Co. bequeathing property to Raney
and his brother. When I get these notes deci-
phered, I'll send you a synopsis of what I
come un with.



read than the microfilm copies. I haven't had
a chance to study carefully the court case, but
did scan the many papers that I photocopied.

I am appalled at the number of people who were
called to testify in the court case. Although
the Thompsons did win the case, it certainly
seems that they were making a mountain out of

a molehill. Imagine so much time and effort
being spent on something so petty!

I've just written Mabel a note and am sending
the remainder of the Hart letters to her.

Thanks again for taking your time to help me.
I particularly enjoyed the little excursion
to the site of the Friendship Baptist Church
-- just wish there had been more time for

that sort of thing. oy s - p
a ort o ing Tl & pe Erﬂ‘*“{

Now I'm determined to finish writing up the\
section on Capt. Lawrence Thompson and his |
family with no more research.” There 1S enough
information on him and his to devote an entire
volume to that family alone. But that is not
my purpose, so I must leave them and go to one
of the other lines.

Must stop and run do some errands.

Fondly,

AT giazi)"é;«q‘éazdeh—//
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Will of William Robinson Y
Clark Co., Ky Will Bk.4, p.137

In the name of God Amen--

I William Robinson of the County of Clarke and State of Kentucky being

of perfect mind and memory and hereby considering the uncertainty of

human Life do make this my Last Will and Testament--

First and principally I Commit my spirit into the hands of that glorious

God that gave it trusting in his Mercy and the of my divine re-

deemer for the Salvation of my Soul. My body I Commit to the Earth to

be decently interred. As to my temporal Estate I dispose of it in the

following Manner that is to say first it is my Will and desire that my

Land whereon I now live containing about one hundred acres be sold by

my Exor: hereafter to be named, also my personal Estate not otherwise

disposed of in this (Will) sold and the money arising from such sales

I dispose of in the following manner (viz)

Second I give & bequeath to my niece Elizabeth Montgomery two hundred

Dollars to her and her heirs forever also my riding Horse Philip

Third I give to my niece Margaret Edmiston two Hundred dollars to her

and her heirs forever,

Fourth I give to my niece Latitia Preston two hundred dollars to her

and her heirs forever,

Fifth I give to my well respected friend Walter Preston my young bay

mare my Watch my riding whip my Silver Shoe and Knee Buckles and Gold

sleave Buttons also one hundred dollars and my spurs,

Sixth I give to my little cousin Col. Wm. R. Preston two Hundred Dollars,

Seventh I give to my nephew William Robinson two hundred dollars with

all my wearing appearal to him and his geirs forever,

Eighth I give to the Children of my Dec. Nephew Robinson Leforce two

hundred dollars for the Exclusive use of them and their heirs forever,

Ninth I give to my nephew David Leforce two hundred dollars to him and

his heirs forever, d

Tenth I give to my Nephew Reney Leforce my Ball. Mare a Bed and furni-

ture and two hundred dollars,

Eleventh I give to my Niece Mary Duvall one Bed and furniture and two

hundred dollars forever,

Twelfth I give to my Niece Jean Marshal two hundred dollars to her and

her heirs forever,

It is my Particular wish and desire that none of my Books be sold after

my decease that remains unappropriated. I leave them in the care of my
—friend-Walter Preston subject nevertheless to be given out to my Lega-

tees or such of them as may choose to read of them, But they are to

return sd. Books to sd. Preston after a reasoaable time to read them.

Raney Leforce Husband of my sister Agness Dec. and all his Children not

mentioned in this my Last Will are excluded from inheriting or possess-

ing any part of my Estate real or personal by

It is my Will that my Negro Man Dick be set free after my Decease and

that immediately,

== L - - - 4



It is my Wish to empower my Exor: to make Conveyances of any Lands that
I have sold and not already Conveyed after my Decease, also to Collect
my outstanding debts and to pay all my just debts, also to defend suits
and to commence suits if ghey are with regard to any part of my Estate,
I also desire that my Ex:: shall be paid all their necessary Expenses
as well as a reasonable allowance for their Trouble in conducting the
Business of my Estate and executing this my Last Will and testament, and
Whereas I expect that after Complying with every part of this Will there
may be a sum of Money in the hands of my Ex:: I give and bequeath same
to the following of my female relations (viz.)
Cynthia Robinson, Mary R. Preston and Malinda Montgomery provided that
said sum doth not exceed two hundred dollars to each one. But should
there be,a sum over the six hundred dollars Last mentioned I wish and
desire s. sum to remain in the hands of my friend Walter Preston to be
applied by him to the use of the Pastor of Salem Meeting House annually
so as not to ‘exceed ten dollars p. year and
Lastly, I do hereby Constitute and appoint my friends Walter Preston,
George G. Taylor and Isaac Hockady Ex-. of this my Last Will and
Testament and hereby revoking and making void all other former Wills
by me made declaring this only to be my Last Will and Testament--
Intﬁitness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal this
16.. day of June in the year of our Lord one thousand Eight hundred and
fourteen. d
Signed sealed and adk. in presence of William Robinson Seal

. . Preston
William(X) Waler
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114 Berwick Drive B
Oak Ridge, TN 37830
March 16, 1986

Dear Katherine,

Thank you for your good letter and the kind words
about the section on the Thompson/Leforce family.
I changed my mind a half dozen times about how I
would handle it, so I'm glad you approved of the
"final"™ rough draft. A strange coincidence is
that just last week I had a call from a man in
Clinton whose Buchanan ancestor marrial Sarah
Leforce, b. Botetourt Co., Va. (m.1794). Their
son was Ren Buchanan, so I'm sure Sarah must
have been a member of the Rene (Raney, Reney,etc)
family.

Recently I've been working on the section on

Col. John Thompson, a bro. of Capt. Laurence of
Madison Co.,Ky., who settled in Rutherford Co.,
Tenn.. I have it almost completed, and will
tackle my ancestor Joseph Thompson, another bro-
ther, next. Then there is another brother, Thomas,
and two sisters plus the parents and their history.
I think that I am making real progress, until I
analyze what I have yet to do.

Thanks so very much for sending the will of
William Robinson; it is one of the most interest-
ing I have ever seen. It surely makes one wonder
what happened to the library of William Robinson,
a most unusual property of anyone who lived on
what was really the country's frontier at the
time. I'm sending along my typescript of the
will (thought you might like to have this for
your files%, as well as a type script of the

will of his brother Col. David Robinson, who

died in Fayette County. Am also enclosing a
biographical sketch of this man by Lyman Draper.
Obviously these brothers were extremely well
educated men for their day and age.

Information given in William's will plus that
given in David's will (both these men were UNM, an
left no descendents) has helped me to put together



>
-

b% a sketchy picture of the family. It seems that
#~they had nieces: Elizabeth Montgomery, Latitia
% and Agnes Preston, Margaret Edmiston (Edmondson),
‘s Mary Duvall, and Jean Marshall. Nephews were:
gl‘Robinson, David, and Raney Leforce; greatnephew
was Alex. Montgomery, Jr., son of Eliz.Montgomery.
B Other "female relations' were Cynthia Robinson,
(£ Mary R. Preston, and Malinda Montgomery. Walter
. Preston was referred to as "friend", but one
qé wonders if he wasn't related to the "bro.-in-law
Preston'", and the Col. Preston under whom David
xsbserved in the Va. Militia. There is an excellent
! Preston family history at the McClung Historical
~.d Library in Knoxville that T had checked before
. for Robinsons, but found none. I'll check for
AN( Latitia, Agnes, and Mary R. the next time I go
¥ over and see if they are mentioned.

.

—

g\The main reason I'm so interested in the Robinson
{ family is that I have a Robinson ancestress in

~ White Co., Tenn. whose parents I have not been

. able to identify. She was Elizabeth Robinson,
S who marr. John Gist, Sr.; he died in White Co.TN
ﬁain 1852. Unfortunately, Robinson was a fairly
3

Hawloq amald

~ common name during the pioneer days, and I suppose
that I am going to have to "track' most of the
families.

h ;gxlncidentally, is there any tradition about Walter
Preston having an exceptional library? Wouldn't

iWilliam Robinson
I had a grand time %ﬁ“ﬁ?ﬁgﬁﬁfﬁkﬁ Was also able tc

~ﬁ get into Washington to see the '"Treasure Houses
of Britain" exhibit at the National Gallery. It

" was magnificent! Next week I'm off to NYC for
four days to attend an American Field Service
International conference. It is an organization
that handles foreign student exchanges at the

i high school level. I've been working with it.as

a volunteer, since we hosted a Turkish boy in
1972/73.

% thrn. Bpbeison lyidp

Ly

]

it be interesting to find out what happened to
s books?
kauuglir

Regards, SE;Z*”"//
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Excerptes from Minutes of the Friendship

Baptist Church, Winchester, Ky.

March 8th 1823 -- Recd for Baptism Richard Thompson and Amey McClure

chob? 10th 1824 -- The Church Met at the Meeting house according to
ad journment and after prayer proceeded to business as follows

lst =~ The Church took up the business respecting the ordination of
deacons and bretheen Corbin and Dudley failing to attend the Church
agrees to lay ofer till next Church Meeting

Znd -~ BichBichard Thompson lays in a grevance against Sister Abigal
Mills and br. Samuel McCluar the Church tock it up and Called on them
tc answer the Complaint after investigating the Subject the Church
Voted dissatisfyed with them laid it over till next Church Meeting
and appeint a Committee of Seven to labour with the brother and Sister
for satisfaction Nicholas Jones Gustavus Elgin John Jones Lewis Berry
Leeard Beall Matthias Gossett and Samuel Christy

adjourned till Church Meeting in Course m =
Attest Robt. Didlake Clk Wm. Rash jme Mods

Nov. 13th 1824 -- The Church Met at the MEeting house according to
adjournment and after prayer proceeded to business as follows

lst -- The Complaint against Sister Abigal Mills Taken up and She

Called on to answer the ghurch and She acknowleged that from the
information She had recv® that She had accused Sister Thompson with taken
part of Mrs. L. Hickmans Cloth which accusation is fals as She beleavs
and the Church Voted Satisfyed with her acknowledgment.

3rd. -- The Complaint agst br. Saml McCluar again taken up and refurdd
till Church MBeting in Course,adjourned till Church Meet@ng in gourse
Attest Robt. Didlake CLk . Rash jn% MOd%:




Date (2)

3rd -~ The Complaint agst Br. Saml. McCluar again taken up and he called
on to answer the Church and he faling to give Satisfaction is wxcluded
for Cerculating a report that Sister Thompson stole a part of Mrs. L
Hickmans Cloth and that it was as certain as his McCluars fingers
bblongs to his hand and that She wove some cloth for him and that a
part of the same was missing Says he has no fellowship for Sister
Thompson nor never had.

4th -- A Complaint by br. Thompson agst. Sister McCluar for stating that
Sister Thompson took part of her Cloth and put it on her Sister Thomp-
sons children Taken up and laid over till Church Meeting in Cours

5th -- A Complaint by br. Thompson agskx Sister Abigal Mills for telling
cne of the brethren that they had got Sister Thompson in the Church and
that they must make a honest woman of her taken up add laid over till
Church Meeting in Cours

6th -- The Church has appointed br. Allen Berry to assist br. Boooking
in raseing the tunes in time ofppublic Worship in the place of S McCluar
adjourned till Church Meeting in Cours

Attest Robt. Didlake Clk Wm. Rash jn¥ M&%

(Date of following meeting -- Jan. 9, 1825)

FbY 12th 1825 -~ The Church met at the Heetin% House according to
adjournment and after prayer proceeded to business as follows
ist -~

2nd -~ The Complaint agst Sister McCluar again taken up and She denying



Excerpts from Minutes of Friendship Bapt. Church, Contd. 742

the Charges add br. Thompson faling to prove them the Church has
dismised her

3rd -- On Complaint agsf Sister McCluar by br. Thompson lst for saying
if he br. Thompson treated her as he had done her husband in giving

him the lie in Open Meeting She would have her brother tc give him a
whiping the Church took it up but upon her ackowledgement the Church
acquited her Then 2nd for 8Saying that She had no fellowship with
Sister Thompson the Church tookijt up also and after mutch said on the
Subject agreed to lay it over till next Meeting

etc.

?arch 12th 1825
st ==
2nd -- The Complaint against Sister Mc Clure again taken up the Church
Condemed the Condutt but agree to fcrgive her upon her acknowledgement
3rd -- Bro. Amon Cart Laid Before the Church sundry charges against
Br. Richard Thompson which is as followsd
lst For saying that Br. McClure Sister Mc Clure and Abigail
ought to be cow hided
2nd For refusing te be called to order and numerous reflection
3rd For refusing add protesting that he would not go agreeable
to the Scripture that he was not hurt with Sister McClure
but that he was mad and hoped that the Church did not waabt
him to com@iit Sin in Dealing with her

g@e 3 taken up seperately and upen his acknowlddgement agree to forgive
im

45h For given the Church theeby saying that he had proved the charge
when the church record he had not

Sth For saying that the Charge was not on the Bock as he made
it and it is well recollected that when the record of the
Church was red that he said that it was what he intended

6th For sahping on the Streets of Windhester publickly that the
Church had not done him jlistice for that he had proved the
Charges & § the three last charges taken up in conexion
and after much said on the subject and satiefaction not
obtained the Church agree to Exclude him

Received for Baptism a free woman cof Coulor by name Rachael
The Church then adjourned till meeting in Course
kttes. y» Clk WM. Rash junr Mdr




April a3thel825

The Church met at the Meeting house according to adjournment and after
prayer proceeded to business as follows

lst -~ Refferance from last meeting being cald for was taken up and
Brother Cast being presant was c@dled upon by the CHurch to answer

to the Charge and failing to give satisfaction was Excluded from her
Communion.

2nd ~-- Sister Thomson presented a Charge against Sister McClure for
Unchristian like conduct which was very hurtful to Sister Thomsons
fealings. The Church took up the Charge and called upon Sister
McClure (she being presant) and condemed her conduct but upon

her acknowledgment , and satisfaction being given to Sister Thomson
theCChurch freely forgave her.

3xd -~ Sister Thomson presented a Charge against Sister Abigal Mills
for Unchristian like conduct which was very hurtful to Sister Thomson's
fealings. The Church took up the Charge and call'd upon Sister Abigal

(she being presant) and condemed her conduct,,bbttupon her acknowledgment

and satisfaction being given to Sister Thomson the Church freely forgave
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her and so adjourned until meeting in Course
Test. N. Brooking Clk W. Rash Modr

Q .

March the 14th 1829

The Church met according to adjournment and after Prayer proceded
to Business as follows

lst -~ Received Brother Samuel McClure by acknowledgement bhen
adjoumned till meeting in course

Leonard Beall Clk Wm, Rash Modr.









