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EPHRAIM McDOWELL

FATHER OF ABDOMINAL SURGERY
BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

By LAMAN A. GrAY, M.D.*
Louisville, Kentucky
Paper read before The Filson Club, January 8, 1968.

Ephraim McDowell was born in Virginia in 1771 and migrated to
Kentucky in 1783 where he died in 1830. In 1817," he described
briefly three cases with ovarian tumors, which he had excised by ab-
dominal operation. A letter to the editor of the Eclectic Repertory and
Analytic Review* in 1819 gave further details of the technique used in
his original operation, and recorded two additional cases. A card®
addressed to the profession and especially the faculty and medical stu-
dents at Transylvania University in Lexington, Kentucky in 1826 de-
fended the feasibility of the procedure and certified that the original
operation had been performed by him (and not his nephew). A letter’
written to medical student Robert Thompson in 1829, one year before
his death, adds much to our knowledge of McDowell’s personality, his
technique, facts relating to his ovarian tumor operations and, in addi-
tion, his development of an operation for hernia. One letter related to
the sale of a slave.” Finally, his will® as recorded in the courthouse in
Harrodsburg in 1830 reveals some of his activities, success and gen-
erosity of nature. These five writings represent all of the personal rec-
ords left to posterity by a man who was the “father of abdominal

surgery.

In 1852, Samuel D. Gross, professor of surgery at the University of
Louisville Medical Institute, presented a report’ on Kentucky Surgery
before the Kentucky Medical Society. This long and detailed mono-
graph dealt largely with McDowell and contains personal information
obtained from his brother, Colonel Joseph McDowell, his son, William
Wallace McDowell, and his nephew, and partner, Dr. William A.
McDowell. The latter at that time was living in Evansville, Indiana.
The details gleaned by Gross from these interviews, published only
twenty-three years after McDowell’s death, and the few writings of
McDowell form the basis of deduction as to the personality and char-
acter of this pioneer surgeon. Gross was the first of his time to realize
the importance and priority of McDowell’s contributions.

*Chairman Board of Managers, Ephraim McDowell House, Daaville, Keatucky.
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fou:pfthem. ThelndiampmuedandcapmredBooncandSﬁewan,
carrying them to the Scioto country. There the white men managed to
escape, and coming back, found their camp deserted and their fellows
gone. The subsequent career of Boone and Stewart is well known,
and falls without the scope of this paper. It might be interesting to
];xlmw, hozvle;'f‘ii,)th;; Mooney was one of the first men killed at Point

easant , being shot while on t duty with a
ascied Richend Ehickay, "L T CRY SR AT

Again our hero had been robbed of a fortune. He set out for his
Pennsylvania home to rest and recoup; but there his worst misfortune
awaited him: his wife had died while he was in the wilderness. This
was one of the minor items of the cost of the conquest of the continent
which we so cheaply enjoy. Again the dauntless old trader ficted out
for a trip into the wilderness, perhaps with some of his part of his wife’s
estate; for, in a letter written from Philadelphia and published in a
London paper, January 3, 1772, two years after he had left Kentucky,
it is stated that “Several Senecas have lately been killed by our people,
and the Indians in revenge have murdered a whole family on Buffalo
creek, and four farmers on Youghooughany; and they have likewise
- killed Robert Parsons, the trader, and robbed John Findlay of above
five hundred pounds worth of goods.”

Again Findley went back to Lancaster, and transferred to his two
daughters—Esther, the wife of William Patterson of Juniata, and Mar-
garet, afterwards wife of William Wurtz—his life estate in two pieces of
land which had belonged to his wife. Doubtless this act was to raise
another stake; for, still dauntless, he again set out for the wilderness in
his fifty-third year, and according to a tradition, preserved by Reverend
J. B. Finley, he died soon afterwards, far from his loved ones—per-
haps with his boots on. Collins in his History states under “"Mason
County” that John Finley made surveys in Kentucky in 1773, but there
is no evidence that he was the same man as the subject of this paper,
save that the context implies that he was.

It is difficult for Americans of today to appreciate the adventure, the
hardships, the perils of such a career, or to understand the motives and
ambitions that impelled it. These things can be realized in part by a
study of the conditions and the problems of that age. However, they
cannot be presented in so short a paper. It must suffice us to know
that such a life was lived, that many such were lived; and that by reason
of such hardships and perils, such ambitions and sacrifices, Kentucky
and the western continent is the heritage of us and of our children.

LUCIEN BECKNER







October £, 1979

Kathryn Owen
423 E. Broadway
Winchester, Kentuecky 40391

Dear Mrs, Owen,

I was very glad to get your letter, and learn that you have
found the marriage record of Willlam Morgan and Rachel Flamster,
on March 1, 1796, I don't need a certified copy, but would like
to have a copy of the exact wording of the marrisge bond. If it
ijs easier to make a typed copy, rather than a zerox copy, that 1s
C. K. You didn't say how much money I should send for the copy,.
so I'm enclosing $2.00 in cash.. If this isn't enough to cover the
cost, please let me know.

I'm also very interested in the Nancy Morgan, who you sald was
married to Robert Owen, a relative of yours. You didn't say if you
were an employee of the county clerk's office, or someone who does
research for veople interested in genealogy. If you have the time
and can help me find out more about the Norgans, who lived in Clark
County, I would be very erateful. 1I'd be glad to pay you for your
time.

I have traced my family back to Clay County, Indians, and before
they lived there they were in Henry County, Kentucky. My great grand=-
parents, Russell A, Morgan & Harriett Bryan Morgan were married in
Henry County in 1826, and four of their children were born there, before
they moved to Indiana., Just recently I learned that Hussell Morgan's
father, William Morgan, had lived in Clark County, Kentucky, and I am
tryine to find out more about him and his family. That's why I want
a copy of the marriage bond of William Morgan & HRachel Flamster. I'm
not sure that Rachel was his wife's name, but it could be,

I also know that William Morgan had a sister, Sarah Morean, who
was born in 1774, and died in 1838. She was married to Cornelius Hingo.
William Morgan had 2 son, Preston Morgan, who was born Feb 17, 1799 in
Clark County, Kentucky. That's the only real proof I have of them having
1ived in Clark County. He also had two other sons, Hussell and Thomas.,
Russell was my great grandfather, and he was born on July 1, 1805, but
I don't know what county.

That is just about all the information I have on William Morgan
and his family, and of course I would like to know more. Even where
the family lived before coming to Kentucky, I think it might have been
Virginia., If you don't do research yourself, and you know someone who
does, I would appreciate vour help in getting in contact with them.

Thank vou so much.,.
Sincerely,

Elocrca 7). d@bﬂd&%{

Mrs. Elnora M. Dorsey
5170 Sonoma Highway
Santa Rosa, Calif. 95405
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March 6, 1970
2668 Gazelle Court
Gineinna tip, 456239,. Ohlo,.

Pear Miss Owen:

THANK YOW '%'t for the post cards,. and your kind letter,

I am enclosing the sheet of the entlive famlly of my Gvreat
@randfather,, REVEREND GEORGT GREEN BOON,, with his two
wives,, MARY BERKLEY BOON and JANE PLUNKETT B@ON., You may keep
it,. Af you like,

I worked hard and long to get all the proper names,., who they
marvied,, when bovn,, when most of them dled,, etc,. so treasuve
this pavticular part of my famlly vegeavch,, very much,

Would you write up the article,. for youvr newspapev,, or another?
Could I pvoof vead 1t,, to ke sure 1t 1s all correct,, befove 1t
is printed? I am sure 1t would make him very proud to be written
up,. suvely he wanted his family toke known of,, or else why did
he so carefully write thlis old Blavry, telling of he and his
family wackground?

I would like thisold picture to be included, i1f copy of it
could eemade,, not ruining this poor one, I do have,

‘n other words,, you find out for me,, what is entalled, and I
will co-operate 100% with you and the paper,

Do you remember when you wrote me, about JAMES NELSON, Jvr,, of
Clark County,. of his large family,, his Will etec,, ? Well

in doing legal vesea~ch,. in the records at the court house in
Lexington,, fentucky,, I found the entire NELSON family all
over the recordés., “n all cases, this grefit @randfather of mine,
was the man who seemed to advise the entive NELSON FAMILY of
10 children,., how to handle the estate of thelvr late Father,
JAMES NELSON,. Sv,. who died in Clark County,., 1827, I know
MRS JAMESNELSON Sr,, was an older sister of REVEREND GEQRGE
GREEN BOON_ . she Born 1n YB3, and he in 1781, in Kigg @eovge,.
Virginia,,hus JAMES NELSON Jr,. was one of his nephews,

Our entire Boon family,came to Fayette Gounty,, in 1806,. all
settled there, One older brother,, MAJOR WILLIAM BOON 2nd,,

three oldev sistevs,. MARY,,,NANCY,,ELIZABETH,, and theiv widowed
Mothevr,., MRS WILLIAM BOON,., lst,, whose hus®and had died in

King Geovrge. Va,. in 1795, They came from their Plantation
home,. oamlled " PGPLAR GROVE",

I would like to a sk the writer of the article,., to be so sure
to spell his name ag B ® @ N and no E, You saw his signature ¢
in 1821,. so definitely B O @ N.

I have written to and heard from several hundred

around about 23 states, since I ®egan my vesea"chaeggkffnia

1962, I have heard from %% of them,, they all descended fvom

the DANIEL BOONE LINESe YET!' no one,. to this day has one bit of
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proof,. legal or othev wise,. To gubstantiate tnis. They become
angry with me,, when I persist in my knowledge,. then one by one
they gradually accept 1%,. and offer to help me,. as to thelr
particular connections,with our BOON famlly,of Novt%g“n England,.
King George County,. Virginia and Fayette County,. entucky,.

I have lots more material,I can let you vead of him,. as %o his
ability to run a large gized farm,, wWith s many slaves,, 80
many hovses,., hls sales,. to the mavkets of the south,, etec,

Would it be possikle, 1f thils article was written and produced,

in your Winchester papev,. I might we given some cvedit,, for

the facts written? I am hils @reat @randdaughter,. By hils 10th
child of his lst marviage to my MARY BERKLEY BOON,. JESSE

DANTIEL CRZATH BOON,. who died in 1878, in Walnut fi11l,. lived all
his 1ife from 1830,. when born,. in and avound Atheng, He wag

a student, according to the 1850 Census,, Wut a BLACKSMITH of the
own, in 1860 and 1870 Yensus vecords, Lived in Lexington,.

for a while,., dbut died at Walnut Hill,., where I assume he took

his childven,, avound 1869,, with kin of his wife,, my @Grandmother
SARAH ELIZABETH DOUGLASS( MRS JESSE DANIEL CREATH BOON),. This
family was CATHERINE KENT( MRS.DAVID S, CHRISTOPHER) and her
youngest brother DAVID D, KENT§4»who at that time,, was the P@ST
MASTER, at Walnut H11l,, Kentucky,, DAVID and CATHERINE KENT
CHRISTOPHER weve brother and slstev to my own @reat @randmothev, <

on the line back of my @randmother Sarah &, Douglass Boon,. namely

NANCY KENT( MRS PLEASANT DOUGLASS).

* xnow of the KENT lines completely,back to 1778, I have not found
one person yet,, in the avea of Walnut Creek, or Athens,, Ky,. who
ever heard of my @Gvandmother “Sarah, I would so like to leavn of
she, more in detall,

I have a complete write up,. By Dr, “eo ¥, Crismon,, President

of the Kentucky Baptist Historiecal Soclety,, 1946,, of our
REVEREND GEQRGE GREEN BOON: This entlire avticle could be

included in the write up, ir space avallable,, About 6 paragraphs,

Who ever carelessly copled it,, had the name of BOON,, then
BOONE, as I repeat,BOON 1s the correct spelling,of our famlly name,

May I ask you for at least 16-of the post cards, *t would make so
many of my BOON kin happy, to have one,., to know that 1s wheve
thelir @reat Grandfathev,, REVEREND GEQORGE GREEN BOON played

his fiddle,. for the last time,, Way Back,, before 1815.

His diary tells that story,. as you have vead.,

I have been told,., I am the 1lst to try to get 1t all together,,
vightnames,, vight dates,, places,, od plctures,, old love
lettevrs,, old files,, old Bibles,, old court wmcords,, old
census vrecords,among a few of the things I have dug for,

ut 1ts been a real joy,. as everything was entirely new to me,

knew nothing when I began,, onl own Father , o
Bown to JESSEC DANBIEL CREATS BOON mf had heenebB;nJ?gthgmgcuﬁ:éf

P
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INN,. at the covner of Athens Boonesbor RP and Cleveland Pike,,
It still stands today. He was born there March 21, 1864.

I had never heard of being from a Baptist Minkiter,, or a
Virginla “nglash family. So as I found plece by plece,, 1t
wag like veading new pages of a new B0OK to me,

Might I suggest,., that if you have record of the information

you had, of JAMES NELSON Jv,, which you sent me,, you could make a
notation,, he was thenephewx of this REVEREND GEORGE GREEN
BOON,of Clark and Fayette County,., Sulphur Well Rd,.out of
Athens, Kentucky,. from 1806 ti1ll 1854,, when he died., in
Athens.,

To this day,l have not found his old grave yard, I found the

farm land,, part of 1t,, have many plectuves of the old home,,

hie slaves Wuilt, in 1807,., have an entire deseription of the

entive interior ., due to the kindess of the nant of this old

BOON home,, from 1920's ©111 1862,when the ©1d home finally z

burned to the ground, \uﬁuua-x/.AJngig ”v””'gzyﬂ

But if you are not too tived of thls longletter,, I will now tell
you of my good fortune this week,

I have ween wggtiug for about 6 months,, on newly found lines
Pack in Vivgima , of my @Great @randmother,, MARY BERKLEY BOON
( MRS REVEREND GEQRGE GREEN BOON), I know now I am descended
from & new family lines,, namely,. MILLS,.,,THATCHER,, .,DEANE,,
BIRKETT and JONESe.

‘ wag told By a geneolglst there,, two old grave stones
were readable when he found them,, in 1964,, of JOHN BIRKETT
and ANN MILLS BIRKETT,., my 6th @reat @randparvents back,

Yegterday I was sent 8 pletures of the old stones,, still
theve, lying cracked,. flat down,. in an old private
cemetery,. on a large favm,, near Leedstown,, Virginia,,

I know this dand was patented by WILLIAM MILLS . my 7th @reat
@randfather,, who dled in 166l1,, to his daughtevr,this Mills
g£1irl named Birkett,, then thru her sister to her daughter,,
4 generations 1n 4 diffevent named counties,, Wut still all
one and the same land and old plantatiig home,

7 M,:."P'-v"
The wovds can still ke vread, I am ofer Joyed at this find .,
Only some one like you can appvecdate what this means,. to o= g,
see grave stones of kin who dled *\%a\“s ago,. and can o ,p  THAL”
read thelr beautiful names today,. 1970, 8 0 Prrloral — JTLE /
I have Bought the Book of all of these families,. in the old
marriage vecords of Rlechmond counties,, from 1600 to 1783,
All five ave written up,. as well as these old graves,

I'11 sign off for this time,.. may I hear from you?

Sincerely Yours,,
MRX THELMA BOON SELLARDS
2668 gazelle court
Cineinnati,, 45239,. 6hio,,
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June 7, 1870 _
2568 Gazelle Court
Cincinnati,, 45239,., 0hlo,.

Dear Friend Kathrynx=z:

K forgilve me for spelling your 1 st name wrong., 1 have
sigglihem %ﬁ my list of feiends and all spell 1t differently.

f the papers you sent me 1lst,. I do hope I will get
aT?zzkmgaz.fo;ut :trlgaat gn go grateful for your intervention,,
in my behalf and getting the write in and done. L think 1t was
sptendid, I am only sorry for the 5 or & erros,, 1 can see
how they were made,. with so many names 1in 1t etc,

But should you keep a copy for yourself,. will you coveect,
1f you should write them up in any way,. 8O they are absolutely

right,
T will 1ist them as they ghould have been:

Revevrend Boon,, 1f born 1n 1781,and died in 1854,was only 73 then,.

Ee was just 69,when his 19th chlld was born,in 1851,. NOT 93, ]
hope no one thought I was a fool,to assume this was a fact,, 1f

L gave out the material, But these things happen,. as you know,

The family came to Kentucky in 1806, not 1805.
The ervors in the chlldrens names weve .8 follows:

ELIZA JANE BOON married lst JESSE M, DANIEL
- Pl . 2nd BEAUFORD A, SPURR

not SIDNEY CHRISTIAN

CHARLES WM BOON mavried 1lst MARTHA WOOD
i it s 2nd ANNE FORBISH

not ANGIE DOLLINS,

BENJAMIN JAMES BOON married ANGIE D@LLINS:

This name was omitted entirely,. of Ben's,

So you can see 1t was a superb article,., Wwith only thése erroE,

Your 2nd Envelope Just came,, thanks for 2more coples of the
article., + am sending you $6,00 hope $1.00 of 1t will cover
the cost of the papers, Thank you for your klndrness.

I have heard that in Leedstown,. Va,, avedy, wheve I found the
old grave yard of my anceestors,. BIRKETTS and MILLS,. 1is a
gentleman who 1s a divect descendant down of the HUNGERFORDS
and PRATT family,. who came after the MILLS and BIRKE!T ones
so he must be a kin of mine somehow, I hope he will answer me,,
telling me of the old history as he knows 1t of the cemtery,. but
movre s0,., of the old families, I never know when I write who
will answer me, I learned early,. dont have faint heart,, you
just never know who will rvespond, Thats how I learned 1t all,
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i have heavd twice from the 1ady,who owns the large farm,,

on which the old cemetevy stands,and 1s so well caved fov,.

ofter over 300 years. ghe is ®© curious to hear from me,, how I
located the old place,, and sald I know alvreadyy move than they do
of their own property's histovy.

I have lestd 1t was C. A. HOPPIN who seems to be theone who
wrote up the old graves,. he must of known of the famililes,.

ag it was contalned 1in hls HISTGRY OF THE WASHINGTON~WHHELWRIGHT
families, L do not know how they ®onnect to my MILLS,..BIRKETT..
JONES, . DEANE, , THATCHER ones,. but they have to,

I will appreclate your returning all my material to me,, that you
gave Mige Hume to use, I am anxious to see how she got the name
SIDNEY CHRISTIAN as a marriage to one ofmy BOON women,, ELIZA
JANE,, as her 2nd husband,. who veally was BEAUFORD A, SPURRe

Now I know whem my own Grandfather,, JESSE DANIEL CREATH BOON
mavrried my SARAH ELIZABETH DOUGLASS in 1856,, 1t was in a double
wedding ¢ evvice with her slster MARGARET A, DOUGLASS marrylng
SINEGN CHRISTIAN, 1856.

I xnow SIPNEY CHRISTIAN, possibly nis brother 2?? ) married the
daughte~ of ELIZA JANE BOON DANIEL SPURR's, who was GEORGE ANN
gPURR, Can you figuve out, were the evrorcame from? Not that 1t
mattevrs,

I would like a copy of anytining you write, which names any of my
Amily?

Dont forget the snap shot of you,. please, I would feel very happy
to have it,, place it on my wall, together with some other good
friends who made my wovrk p@ssible,

Thanks again,, Kathvyn,

Sincerely Yours, ES?
< £l 52" Ol hlanda

MRS THELMA BOON SELLARDS
2568 Gazelle Court
Cincinnati,, 45239,, Ohlo,.
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48 Boonesborough

vention of Virginia, and of an Executive Committee to
voice the wishes of the people, which was done on the
2oth of the month by the adoption of a petition® to
the Convention, which in its own unique way prays for
the incorporation of West Fincastle as a county of Vir-
ginia. This was not what the high-spirited and adven-
turous Clark was after, but the people had settled the
matter and he acquiesced. He declares in his Memoirs :?
*] wanted deputies elected at Harrodsburg to treat with
the Virginia Assembly. If valuable considerations were
procured we would declare ourselves citizens of the State,
otherwise we would establish an independent government.”
The Counvention adjourned before these proceedings could
be submitted to it, but not before it had made provision
to accurately determine Virginia's chartered interests in
the Kentucky territory, and for an inquiry into alleged
illegal purchases from the Indians,® both of which were
ominous for the Transylvania Company, and brought from
it a warning proclamation as to settlement on disputed
lands.*

" Appendix V.

? Dillon's Indiana, Volume 1, page 128.

3See journal of Virginia Convention, pages 63 and 83, for resolution
adopted Jume 24, 1776, against purchase of land from the Indians without

aunthority from the State, and for act of July 3, 1776, appointing Com- -

missioners to examine into such illegal purchases.
4See Appendix W.

Boonesborough : 49

The summary action at Harrodsburg against the Pro-
prietary government made but little stir in a region that
was by this time constantly exercised about threatened
Indian hostilities, and from which many an apprehensive
soul had already departed. The tribes still claimed to be
friends of the ‘‘Long Knives,” but all the same Indian
“*signs” and alarming rumors increased, and early in July
the significant fact was noted that several of the men who
had left the settlement on hunting trips had never returned.
Boonesborough was anxious, but more than six quiet
months had elapsed since the murder of McQuinney, and
no enemy had threatened the station yet.

It was as quiet as ever on the afterncon of Sunday, J

July 14th, and the customary Bible reading was over,,
when Elizabeth and Frances Callaway, daughters of Rich-
ard Callaway, and Jemima Boone,' daughter of Daniel
Buoone, started in one of the rough canoes of the settle-
ment to visit a family located on the other side of the
niver, and only a short distance from Boonesborough.
They had crossed and were only a few yards from a land-
tng when the canoe struck a little sandbar nearly opposite
a spat on the shore which tradition says is the same now
known as ‘*The Four Sycamores,” from the four trees

* Boone's Narrative and W. B, Smith. Floyd's letter of July 21, 1776.
Ses wtract, Appendix X,
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of that kind which afterward grew there, and which still
designate the place. And here, when neither the faintest
sight nor sound had intimated the presence of an enemy,
the little boat was suddenly seized by five Indians — four
Shawanese and one Cherokee — who darted from the thick
cane that bordered the river. The eldest of the girls,
‘““Miss Betsey,” though startled and terrified, instinct-
ively dealt one of the savages a blow on the head with
a paddle, while her younger companions, paralyzed with
fear, covered their blanched faces with their hands. In
a moment, while too breathless and bewildered to give
an alarm, they were rushed through the shallow water to
shore and then up a densely wooded ravine to the summit
of the high and lonely hills that stretched along that side
of the river. From there, made dumb by a threat of the
tomahawk, they were marched in silence through streams
and canebrakes and woods toward the ancient ““ Warriors'
Trace” that led to the Ohio. So cleverly had the savages
managed that it was hours before the girls were missed —
for it was not until milking time that the alarm was sounded
by a hunter who had gone out to meet them. In the
midst of the grief and excitement that ensued, and after
exasperating delays, one band of riflemen under Daniel
Boone and another under Colonel Callaway, comprising
about twenty men in all, started in pursuit. This force




'll'HE HILLS OF CLARK, ON THE KENTUCKY RIVER OPPOSITE BOONESBOROUGH,

Sliowing on the extreme right the traditional locality, now desig 1 by * The Four Sycamores,” where the three girls were captured by the Indians July 1q, 1776
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included,.' besides the leaders, John Holder, Samuel Hen-
derson, Flanders Callaway, William Bailey Smith, John
Floyd, Nathaniel Hart, David Hart, Nathan Reid, John
Gess, David * Gess, and others, from Boonesborough ;
and John Martin, John McMillan, and William 'Busl;l, who

had recently built improvers’ cabins across the river in_

easy distance from the fort. The outcome of this romantic

" incident is familiar to every reader of early Western his-

tory. The savages were surprised, routed, and two of
them killed as they halted three miles south of the Upper
Blue Licks, the tattered, torn, and despairing girls were
rescued unharmed, and, after a torrent of happy tears and
exclamations, were caught up on horseback and brought
back worn out but safe to the rejoicing settlement.

But the event was a Prophecy of evil. It was the
beginning of days and years of trouble, and the rescuing
party did not return a whit too soon. In fact, some mis-
chief was done before they did return, for Indian stragglers
went to Nathaniel Hart's clearing,* burned his cabin, and

fuined his young apple trees, while the force left behind

© Was too small to punish them. The news brought in by

%outs and messengers was Plain enough, Small parties
el hostile Shawanese were haunting all the stations. The

l=dians had dug up the hatchet, Such of the neighbor-

*Names from John Floyd, John Bradford and Draper manuscripts,
aited States Historical Register,

R T T T ——
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Oct. 8, 1964
Dear Kathryn:

Our last letters mist have passed in the mail 5 §
. Was 80 anxious
to get the "John Owen papers" back in your possession, I did not wait

sharing the papers with me. I feel that I know my Clark County rela-
tives much better since reading about their "trials and tribulations",

Was glad you fell heir to the old Owen photo o Didn't know
you had started an album - those old pictureapmnwa m:umierﬁzll.m1
addition to it. I copied much of the material in your "red Book", but
of course not all of it, However, my records were complete enough for
me to recognize all of the names you mentioned,

You and I came to the same conclusion - that John Owen probably
served in the County Militia, My main interest in his military service
was to establish the dates of his birth and deathe Doubt if county
records would have such dates.

Don't think I had received the Samuel Boone pension application
from the General Services Adm. when I last wrote you. I was more than
pleased with the information I received, I'm enclosing the main infor-
mation from the Elizabeth White affidavite

Some time back you looked for a Will for William White in both
Clark and Estill Counties, His widow was a resident of Madison Cos
in 1632, so if William White did leave a Will, it might be in that
county, I'm going to write that county to see if they have a record
of one,

I have a feeling that Elizabeth (Boone) White died after Sept.
2ly, 1832 and before March 183}, In 1832 Samel Boone applied for pen-
sion for his service in the South Carolina Militia, supported by affi-
davits by his sisters Elizabeth White and Rebecca Jones, Then in 163k
he made a second application for his service fighting Indians in Ky.
at Boome's Station, Bryan's Station, Strode's Station and Blue Licks.
In 183L Rebecca Jones signs a second affidavit, but Elizabeth White

does not,

When I received the enclosed cartoon, I thought about you
"swinging from ladders".

Best wishes,

SRES




State of Ken'buclq'g
Clarke County )

I, Elizabeth White, state that I now live in Madison County and
State aforesaid, where I have resided for several years past - that
I am upwards of eighty years of age and am the widow of William White,
deceased - that I am the sister of Samuel Boon who now resides in Clarke
County and State aforesaid and formerly resided for a great many years
in Fayette County in said State - and that Rebecca Jones, who now resides
in Fayette County aforesaid is also the sister of said Samuel Boon -
that said Sammel Boon is upwards of seventy four years of age - that
during the revolutionary war said Boon lived on Congaree River in Camden
District, South Carolina in his said Boon's father!'s ;
she was then an inmate of said family and she well zemer
said revolutionary war, he was drafted four different i
distinct tours of duty in the Militia of South Caroli
that owing to her great age and consequent infirmity,
fall during the last winter, she is unable to ride t@
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Qlept. of Vitel Statistics 10 May 1963
Winchester, Kentucky

Gentlemen:

I, Ronald Gene Boone, am the great-great-grandson of
Ire Boone who wes born in Clark County, Kentucky on
22 Jen 1849, Unfortunately, my records do not show
the names of his parents,

Since I have no known family in Winchester who could
come to the coutt house to see if there are any records
showing the information I need, it is necessary for me
to make this request of you, Will you be good enough to
determine if any record was made of his birth and if

it lists the names of his parents? He was a Methodist,
if that will help you in your search,

I am enclosing §$1,00 to pay for the service and a
stamped, self addressed envelope for your reply,
Thanking you in advance for your attention to this
matter, I remain,

Singerely yours,

. il i

Ronald G, Boone
1426 south 46th
Tacoma 8, Wash,
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April 14, 1965
Mve Thelma Boone Sellavds
2568 Gazelle Court
Cincinnati 39, Onio,.

DEPUTY CLERKS OFFICES
CLARK COUNTY..COURI HOUSE
Winchegter, gentucky,.

Gentlemen:

T
ﬁindly advia% your officee have a vrecord of a marriage 1n
1835 of MISS JANE PLUNKETT of Clark County, to REVEREND
GRORGE GREEN BOON of Fayette County, out of Lexington, Xentucky?

I know he married her in 1835y she was 22 years old, he was 54,

He was my Great Grandfather, who wis from King George, Virginia
and the Boon family came to Fayette in 1806, His 1st wife

died in 1834 and 1=ft him with 11 children, thus the marrlage
to cave for thep,

If you have this veco~d, please forward a phtotstatilc copy
to me, and tell me what 1 am to pay you, and I will return
your check by wveturn mail, Thank you for your help.
Sincerely XYours,
Mrs Thelma Boone Sellards -~ \xdjv -
8 G Exl RN = 4 /2
2568 Uazelle Court C;/ o
g

Cincinnati 39, Onhlo,.
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krg Thelma Boone
2568 Gazelle Court X
Cincinnati, 39, Ohlo,.
April 24, 1965

Mrg Kathryn Owen
423 Bast Broadway
Winchester, Kentucky,.

Dear Mvs Owen:

Thank you for sending me this important recovd,for me
of the mavriage bond of my Greal Grandfather, Reverend
George Green Boon to hils ond wife,wno we weve told was
JANE PLUNKETT, of Clark County.

Now to find she was the daughter of a James Bush and
Mavry ( Molly) Plunkett, ls news to mes and wonderful %o learn.

Will you tell me, 1f you can find any Tecovd of sales of
property in Clark County from 1338-1854 to GEORGE GREEN BOCN, 8v.
(or purchases) as I know he gold his land which was on Sulphur
Well 4, partly in Fayette County and partly in Clark, in 1838.
to a Vandingham, We have never thought to check Clark county
for vecord of later purchases, bute important to me now,to know
where he 1ived,when he died in Apvil 1854, Hils gldest gon, of
thig 2nd marriage, Wm Watson Boon of Lexington “entucky ( 1836
to 1912) wrote in his records of hils Fathers family, that hls
Mother wag Jane Plunkett. NEXSXNIXEAXAXNX s e R E® o s

b G 9.0 POGLELEL ALt UNTL T TR KX XXAKKHRKY Now we know wheve
0ld Sulphur Well 1s, today, I know George ¥ Boon Sv, bought
two lots in Fayette County, 1in the town of Athens as late as
1845, I have no lead on him,from that date on, except the blrth
of his 19th child,who was a Daniel Boon, born at Claysferry,1851,

Please, can you ovr your Friends tell me, 1f on the Bush Farm

are any old grave stones, whlch just might say Boon .

It saye vevy definitely,ln the writing of his son, this

WM WATSON BOON, " My Father dled 1n Athens", Might 1t be posslble
Jane Plunkett Buexh Boon buried Rev, Boon on the favm of hils

in lawg, the Bush family??227227%2?

alllae

T am enclosing a check for $1,00 for the copy made for ne,

I will sdd $1.00 to it, for you, to make this preliminary look g
for any purchage of my Gevroge Green Boon from 1838-1854 1in

Gla".‘k CO’Q

Thank you for your kindness and your additional information
about the old Log home of the Bush family. Are there any Bush
kin avound, who mightbe able to tell me movre of Jane Plunkett
Boon as a pevson, or of her people back in Virzinia, I hope one
day I mi%ht have a shapsnot of the old place for my Boon
regearch

PRIE THS- NPT 5.

@Gratefully yours,
= crbow (Lo /MJ-'-:Z'*-“‘”"'_ 2z % 4

Mrs Thelma Boone Sellards i
,.o/w
AR AL~




BOONE FAMILY RESEARCH ASSM.
of %ilmri

Prescott, Kansas 66767
May 17, 1965

Miss Kathryn Owen
423 €. Bacadway
inchester, Xy.

Dear Miss Owen,

What a nice answer to my letter and a #3ill nicer act of sending
such welcomed information. Hould you believe that you are the
Lirvat person yet that 7 have ever received any Anfowmation from,
that either did not want some 4in return--or wroite that, for $3.66 ‘AT |

an hour they would see if they could find anything? Sort of re- :-.:f—;i
atores one's faith in the hunan race. Seems this 'ancestral woir- : [:"' -7
ship” has gone far leyond the hbounds of an enjoyalble hobly. 37'd e
say 4t has turned very commerical. T da hape, that sonetime, I e
may be able to help you in some way, if not, 7 shall then help L
Aomesne A Your name. ‘ Tt h- o

- 2 " LK
How T would Like to come ta Kentucky and find out s0 many things. 2 '-'Y'f'

7 have ohdy a few 'missing dinks' in my chain--lut others' wanite i
have become alnost as intercating as my own, Leonard Beall coudd - oy
very well have been the father of Rebecca Beall(Rec Bell) who m. -
RBoone Elledge. Tf d. belore 1804, another would have had to le =l
the surety of the mariiage lond. Rolert(Robin) Alcorn was a brodther=
in-daw of Boone Elledge--he had m. Mary(Polly)elledge, also a child =
of Francis and Chaxrity Boone Elledge. My great-great grandfather g
(Rebecca's son) was Joel Leonard Elledge. [Leonard was an Elledge
name, and J just ascumed it was from that side--could very well have
been from his guandlather Beall, Adsc, if he 4is the father and d.
belore 1804--could account for Relecca leding always referred to as
the aister of Talbitha (who m. Wiliiam EUedge 1871) and Alexandex,
an eardly pioneexr of Pike Co Tll. T shall, at least have a name ox
two %o look fox,

The Edward Elledge that m. Mylindy(Malinda)Scholl-~1s%t cowsina-- and
the Jesse ELledge that m. Elizabeth Phillips were brothers of Boone
Elledge. Peter Scholl's wife, Mary Boone was the sister of Charily =
who m. Francis ELledge, Should you happen acress any more records per—
taining to any of the Elledges, sure would appreciate it if you'd
save and send to me. Some day, if 7'm "Lig' enough and live Llong
enough, 7 intend putiing all £lledge Family History into a baook,
Titkedd "The Poones History Forgot". The Elledges were as closely
allied with the Roones as any other family--but historlans secem t0
either lost, misplaced, or forgotten them, sometimes giving the |
children of Edward and Martha Buan Boone to some one else's credits
(Lord knows, they each already had plenty of their own!!) v

Do you suppose Dr. Noyle's [Lile has much other data zegarding the
Boones? I have lound this Historian's job a never ending task, the' =
a very satisfying one., Should you or any of your close friends need = =
any Kansaos-lissouri records che s do let me know, B

R -
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MILES F. STORM
P. O, BOX 782
WINTER HAVEN, FLORIDA

7 May, 1963

Clerk of Circuit Court,
Clark County
Winchester, Kentucky.

Dear Sir:

Can you please furnish me with a copy of
the Will of Martha Boone; Will Book I, page 7,
probated July 23, 1793. My check for $2.00 enclosed,
which I understand is the copying fee.

Do you have any records which name her husband?
What was his name, how did he aéquirechis land — by

grant or soldier's bounty? I should like to have
copies of these, also his Will or Administration.

Thank you! I am,
Very truly yours.

G ctes Frn

Do you have any Deeds, Wills, etc,on any STORM names,
prior to 18207 {

P wdbafn Sl prive (520 - ,
Frerst Slow 10 oo o S0l = Ugfo Gl 4

— !
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JOSEPH BOONE - \

Census records indicate he was born in Virginia, ca 1761-1765.

His pension a.ppli{;tion states he was a resident of Fayette County
in 1790, when as a2 private in Kentuclky lilitia, he was a member of
Gen.Harmer's "illfated expedition against the Indians", was gyounded
and taken back to Fayette County. This record states that he
contimied to reside in Fayette County until caa 1800-'01; in

Madison County ca 1801-181);, then in Bath County from 181)~1822.

He moved then to i Shelby County, Ind. where he resided until
his death in 18l9. Shelby County records indicate that he "entered
Yand" there in 1823.

The Census Records of 1810-'20-'30 indicate a wife in the game

age brackets.  (1830-- Age 60-69)
V0

The ' Census puts him in the 70-79 age bracket, but with

a wife in the }0-l9 bracket. This presumably, his second marriage,

was to Cassandra Fleming, who survived him; probably a Fleming widow.

Census Record figures indicate Bhe was born in Kentucky ca. 1792,

Joseph Boone was relieved of Poll Tax, Age 65, in 1826 - (b.1761)
Another record states he died in 18L9, agé-#lﬁa.

My grandfather married Joseph's daughter, Rebecca Jane Boone, in 18l6.
She was born in Indiana, 1827.

From 1810 Census Record - liadison County, Ky.
Joseph Boone Age 1,5 plus, wife seme
Squire Boone Age 26-45, wife same
John Boone Age 26-1i5, wife same

H ave you come across any Fleming records in Clark County?
Particularly those connected with the Boones.
Incy Flemmen(Fleming) m. James Hazelrigg- Oct 30, 1793~ Clark Co.

The Owen f amily, among the first settlers of Padueah
are among my wife's ancestors 5

R Esaicall VG & S
W S (§E) —til S0 e o
W / ;ﬁfyﬂ/



\ ' Cincinnati, Ohlo,.
*X May 7, 1963

County Clerks's Office
Winchester Court House
Winchester, Kentucky,.

Dear Sir:

The Lexington, Fayet'e County Court Houge clerks
office has suggested that I write to you, if you
have a record of a will, or administration pape»s el
on the estate of a GEORGE GREEN BOONE, of Athens —
Kentuc -y, who dled November 4, 1854,

Hig wife Jane Plunkett Boone did notdie until 1880
and you may have her estate records theve too,.

We know that he owned two farmeg, a grist mill,

two factoriesg, and was a well to do man,

So if he left no will, theve would have had to be
some adminigtration of hig estate on recomd, as he
left some 18 children and wife,

Will vou kindly tell me if you can gend me a
photostatic copy of this information? I will send
acheck for the 31,00 at once, upon reeipt of
your answer, I am enclosing an envelope for

your convenience, May I hear from you ?

We weme told that bac k in the mid_lBOD's Athens
lay in two countiesg, Clark and Faryette,

Sincerely Yours, . e _:7
C7£Q£“ E@n ° . 0. 8

MRS THELIIA BOONE SELLARDS
542% Fox Road
Cineinnati, 39, Ohlo,.

Fo— A a2 g,:_‘}’:l_o‘fj 7

Lrant, &
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MILES F. STORM
P. O. BOX 782
WINTER HAVEN, FLORIDA

liss Kathryn Uwen
Winche ster
Kentucky.

Dear lMiss Owen:

Sorry that absence from home delayed
this reply to your nice letter with the copy of Martha
Boone's will /arﬂ the most interesting information about

the family.

I was interested in Martha's will because a
reference mentioned a Joseph Boone as one of her heirs.
I'm still not certain that he is the Joseph I am seeking,
"though it's the closest I've found yet. Perhaps the
enclosed data will be of interest, and also help you
to tell me if I'm on the right track.

You will see that my grandfather married (1846)
Rebecca Jane Boone, daughter of Joseph and Cassandra ?
(#2eming.) Boone. She was born in Indiana, March 9, 1827,
after her parents had moved there from Bath County, Ky.

Yes indeed, I shall be most happy to have any
data you can send me concerning Boone$ and Joel Storm.

Your mention of the marriage of Joel Storm and
Catherine Palmer was indeed a real "boms". My grandfather,
born 1820, (yep, I'# pushing 70) had three hplf-brothers;
Joel, Thomas R. and James A. Storm. They were mentioned
in his obituary (1907) and I have been trying to learn
more about them. Possibly through thesr T may find a clue
to their parents and grandparents, and then connect with
one of the mumerous recorded lines in New York State.

I have our record completed starting with my grand-
father's birth in 1820, andpnly need to identify tiro, possibly
three generations to canplete the line back to the founder
of our line, Dirck Storm, who emigrated from Holland to New
tmmlhoo in 1662. 1Indeed, I have his line in Holland back

° .

Thank you again, Miss Owen, and I hope to hear
further from you. Meanwhile, with best wishes, I am,

Very truly yours.

Any data concerning Joel A i LA » will
be of the greatest help.



Page i

= . y 1 ] & BOO
L abnut almost evexry gStivers wWio 1ived in Atnens {"om i
‘o ;ggg. I have vet to £ind him, This is of great importance to me.

o

When I stavted my Bomn regearch 1in ;
the names of MY OWR Urandparent s. I now know of mY Boon family

in King Ysorge Va,. nnd of my Yreens to 1236.
ﬁ?ﬂ:;zz %Zg% toldibg abou% onn Boon#Boone kin that they all weve
veaved, as L.wasy to belleve ¥° descended dirvectly for the
DANIEL ROONE A1l this work ofmine, has divulged not one lota of
a conneckion-yet. Many apparent, no prooi. 1 know for instance
when my _ev. on wag ovdalned as 1gt minsiter of Boonescreek
Baptist Minister in Atheng in 1815 and precsnted his credentials
to pevform mavrlage ceremonies, SAIUEL BOONE , , bro. of DANIEL BOONE
wag one of his suveties, along with “ev. Boon s older brothev,

MAJOR WILLIAM BOON II.

+ jearned to my grest delight and gatigfaction we are descended

fvom an arvistocratlc plantationxmmily of ugper Tid ewater

givginin, 1ived on a Plantation, called ® Poplar Grove till 1806,
krow a great deal from 1750 to teoday. with all proof.,

1962, L §gia not even know

I want to find some one who can tell me of my “randmother
SARAM ELIZ/BETH DOUGLASS BQON, Wheve my pavid D, ®ent family came
from in Va,, Wheve my Ge, Yather, JESSE DANIEL CREATH BOON
ya.8 buried in 1878.
I know fyom my censue regeavrch, there was a post offlce and
procery store at Walnut Hi1l, Ky,. and if the oblt enid my Jecce
® dica at Walnug Hill, ite poesible he was with my Grandnothers
Kent family at that time. . T A
DID YOU EVER HEAR OF A SIMEON CHRISTIAN? He married my “n. lothevs
oldest alster, Mavcaret *. Douglaes 4-17-1856 in a doubYe wedding
when my Yrandparvents Jesee and Savrah Married in“ex.
Census shows 1ts possivlehe was of the Thomasg Chrigtian fanlly
and the Adamg ramily of Fayette and Athens,

I have located my George Green Boon in the 1850 .ensus at

1avrke County, with “ane Flunkett Boon, and & of ‘their 8 childven.
note a Thomag ~ent, who I undevstand was anephew of Simon “enton

the Daniel Boone Bcout, as a neighbor next door %o my Boons,

Do you know how to ascerteintie location of tne farm they lived

on in 18507

Any sugge-tions will be greatly appreciated,

. 8incevely fouve
7# I have any infovmation thet will help you, I wil{ be 2
happy to send 1t to you, I xeep reco~d of all my findings,



yagc A
r .

P.8. '
.; fo“ﬁ;o;t:‘ the most important thning, I wished to ask you about,

F 4
Ig 1t posdble in o~ around Wincheeler, there ls a community
called Flanigan, and an old FLANIGANS TAVERN?

* have bsen sent a eopy of an old Diary, my @reat ¥randfather
Raverend Georice Green Boon, wrote, before his de:th, in 18564,
andin 1t,he tells about his being a muslelan, a fiddlevr, and

how he played at this Tavern, in 1810, It seems snortly after
this he got religion, and fell then, playing this fiddle, was Xhe
wovrst sin of all,

He wag ovrdalned a Baptlst Minister, in Athens, 1in 1816, If thaie 0ld
Tavern still stande today, is 1t possible I eould learns 1ts hlstomy,
and arvran-e tohave a gnap shot of 1t, for my Boon wovk?

I have loeated the 0ld DAVIDS FGRK BAPTIST CHURCH on Cleveland %4, ou
of Atheng, where he went, to llsted to Rev, Vardeman, speak, and 1t
seemg he then beecampe very interested in Minlstvy,

thanks again, litrss @wnn, for anything you can help me with, at thie
t1 X 4
me,



. 47. My w's m. was a dau. of old James Bryan. My w's f. was a son aof
old Wm. Grant and Wm. Grant married ELIZABETH BOONE, a sister of DANIEL
BOONE. (Israel Grant, a grandson of Betty Grant, a sister of DANIEL BOONE- )
(B. was my wife's father.) (Col. James Grant's f. was named Israel.) 1.
John Grant. 2. Sam - killed in Harmer's defeat. (No. in Indians in 1789,
at Col. Robt. Johnson's defeat - L.C.D. 3. William Grant. 4. Israel - my
w's £., was wounded by the indians, at Great Crossings, old Dick Johnson's.
5. Moses - wounded in Harmer's defeat. Sam: went back after him and they

were both killed in that defeat.

These 5 were sons of old Wm. Grant. Grant country was named after
Sam: & MOses - A petition was sent to the Legislature, when that Country
was laid off, that it might be Grant County, named after those (two) men.

48. M- w's bro. Wn. was killed in the Bull-pen, at Dudley's defeat, at
e T elE vy w'3 your jest Yro. Israel, was xilled in Callnway Co. by 2
o raga. Ty LRAnKING fwe hac mule soney with him. He went to St. Louls
o gy =ales, mut didn't buy. Left the money at his home and went into
fulzon. Hadn't but $60 - with him. They took that but it was gotten again.

49. A Bryan married: a BOONE - DANTEL B's sister. Old Col:
[illegible] Smith was her 2d husband - and they were married when Smith was
83 and Mrs. Bryan was 82. Gen. Squire Grant said he thought that the BOONE
family was a credit, but for them to marry at that age was a d shame.
Another of DANL. BOONE's sisters, married a Grant & another a Mitchell.
(This is an error - a sister of Squire & Israel Grant married a Mitchell.
L.C.D.)

NCTE: For those unfamiliar with the name of Rev. John D. Shane, we have
this word of explanation from the late Col. Lucien Beckner:

*Rev. John D. Shane was born in Cincinnati in 1812. In 1842, he was
ordained a Presbyterian minister and died in 1864. He lived in
central Kentucky about ten years. EHe spent much of his time
ce.lecting material with a view of writing a history of the

72 -y%esian chirth in Kentucky and the Micssissippi valley. After
Rii ceath, his collection was sold at auction. The larger part was
boaxght by the Presbyterian historical Society at Philadelphia.
Lyman C. Draper purchased 16 volumes of manuscript notes and four
volumes of scrap-books. The volumes of notes procured by Draper
show, among other things, about 200 Kentucky interviews, varying
from one to a dozen pages."

lRathryn Owen. "Who Was Who in Early Clark County?" Clark County
Weekly, February 15, 1980.

2m.'apim:' Mss. 15CCS~12. State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1858.



BOONE FAMILY RESEARCH ASSN.
o[ (yniu_ouri

Tt seems such a snall thing io say thanks, again and again, but
D' say it anyway. Bealls were in Hariison Co Jnd at the same
time the Boones and Elledges were. [Many went that road to TUL.
Some went direct, accounting for the about 20 years of earlier
settlement there(ca 1800) Our family records show that many lefit
Xy. about the time of the War of 1872. The migration patterns and
the picture they leave and the story they tell are, dindeed, quite
a pancrama to unfoldd. We all seen o have got started on this
Lanily-tree climbing, about 20 years too late., Then too, the ones
before ws that have writtan accounts of the ploneers did not let
fact interfer with itheir Liction--sometimes, but not often. They
thoughta Daniel was a Daniel--and took it Prom there, neouver stop-
ping to think--ithe Daniel Boone was dead lbefore theirs was boan.
ou'd be amaged at the records that come in--generations skipped=--
women having children at 65--simple Arithmetic coudd solve many of
their problems. But then 7 wouldn't have anything 2o do being the
historian.

J am real proud of our Association. llostly it has been share and
exchange--and some of the grandest people in it. Perhaps all groups
were s0 at the beginning, but have now tuined it into a job of ze-
search. Most genealogical magazines have more ads than articles
for the reader to get through. Here-—how 7 do run on,

Mlost sincerelyy,
S M

Florithe MMorhury

(Mray Fred Norbury)
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