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Ms Catherine Owen 23 Aug 1979
423 E. Broadway
Winchester, Ky. 40391

Dear lirs Owen.

Seversl days ago I was in Winchester for a brief visit and
I had a few minutes to spent at the library. The librarian told
me that you are the most kmowledgeable about Clark Co. and its
early residents. I am interested in George Boone, son of Edward
Boone who was & brother of Daniel. George lived in Clark Co. but
where he was b. and where he d. I do not know, Nor do I know
where he is bur. George first m. Patty Hazelrigg on 9 July 1793,
but I don't know where. They had four children, Ann, David, Edward,
eand William. I kmow nothing sbout them. Next George m. Hester or
Esther Locke on 15 QOct. 1801, but I don't know where. They had
nine children; Jesse, John, Sguire, lLevi, George, Morgan, Richard,
Beverly, and Levina. I know nothing sbout them except for Jesse.
Jesse m. Susan Bharp on 24 Dec 1824, but I don't know where. In
1850 Jesse was in Pendleton Co.and in 1860 he was in Bracken Co.
Seven of his children were Rebecca, llarinda, John, Tarlton, Weeden,
Caroline, and Fletcher. I know nothing about them except for llarinda
who m Benjamin Rotan Calvert. They are hoth bur at Lennoxberg.
iy wife is a descendant of Benjamin and larinda.

I would greatly appreciate any information you have on the
families of George and Jesse LBoone, on their wives rFatty,Hester,
and Susan,and on Benjamin Rotan Calvert. All I know about Benjamin
is that his father is thought to be Jesse Calvert who came from
the llason-Fleming Co. area.

I realize that I have asked too many questions but I did
not know what to omit.

Sincerely

Wilson . Zaring
2208 lleadow Valley
Champaign,I11.61820
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Following are the names of George Boone Sr.'s, children and

_ the name of the one they married, -

Sarah—married Jacob Stover.
uire—married Sarah Morgan,

L ~a teacher, never married.

enjamin—married Ann Farmer.
George, Jr.—married Deborah Howell.

- Mary~married John Webb.

oseph—married Catherine .......................
ames—married Mary Foulke; 2nd, Ann Griffith.

muel—married Elizabeth Cassell.
Our relationship comes down through Squire Boone.

On July 23rd, 1720, in the Gwynedd meeting house in Penn-
sylvania in accord with the Quaker ceremony, Squire Boone was
married to Sarah Morgan, daughter of John Morgan, and after-
wards became the parents of eleven children, whose names are
as follows: Sarah, Israel,Samuel, Jonathan, Elizabeth, Daniel,
Mary, George, Edward, Squiré,and Hannah, with the following
record of their marriages: KE !

L

Sarah, married John Wilcoxson, mother's great grandfather.
Israel, not recorded.

Samuel, married Sarah Day.

Jonathan, married Mary Carter,

Elizabeth, married William Grant

Daniel, married Rebecca Bryan.

Mary, married William Bryan.,

Edward, married Martha Bryan.

Squire, married Jane Vancleve.

Hannah, married John Stewart, 2nd, Daniel Pennington.
George, married Ann Nancy Linville,

Daniel stands out in history as the most prominent one of the
Boone family, and was among the first to help settle the state
of Kentucky. He was noted for his daring exploits against the
Indians, also by his extensive surveys and explorations of the
state. He built the first fort at Boonesborough, Kentucky,
where the first legislative body of the state assembled. He was
also a colonel in the U. S. service and was considered one of the
most successful of the enterprising American pioneers of the




Following are the names of George Boone Sr.'s, children and
the name of the one they married. -
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Squire—married Sarah Morgan.
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George, Jr.—~married Deborah Howell.
Mary—married John Webb.
Joseph~married Catherine ...........cccocooeveeecene
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Samuel —married Elizabeth Cassell.
Our relationship comes down through Squire Boone.

On July 23rd, 1720, in the Gwynedd meeting house in Penn-
sylvania in accord with the Quaker ceremony, Squire Boone was
married to Sarah Morgan, daughter of John Morgan, and after-
wards became the parents of eleven children, whose names are
as follows: Sarah, Israel, Samuel, Jonathan, Elizabeth, Daniel,
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Sarah, married John Wilcoxson, mother's great grandfather.
Israel, not recorded.

Samuel, married Sarah Day.

Jonathan, married Mary Carter.

Elizabeth, married William Grant

Daniel, married Rebecca Bryan.

Mary, married William Bryan.
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Squire, married Jane Vancleve.

Hannah, married John Stewart, 2nd, Daniel Pennington.
George, married Ann Nancy Linville.
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Indians, also by his extensive surveys and explorations of the
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also a colonel in the U. S. service and was considered one of the
most successful of the enterprising American pioneers of the
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Sarah—married Jacob Stover.
Squire—married Sarah Morgan.
Lm ~a teacher, never married.
jamin—married Ann Farmer.
George, Jr.—married Deborah Howell.
- Mary~married John Webb.
Joseph—married Catherine .........ccooeneeeeeee..
ames—married Mary Foulke; 2nd, Ann Griffith.
muel —married Elizabeth Cassell.
Our relationship comes down through Squire Boone.

On July 23rd, 1720, in the Gwynedd meeting house in Penn-
sylvania in accord with the Quaker ceremony, Squire Boone was
married to Sarah Morgan, daughter of John Morgan, and after-
wards became the parents of eleven children, whose names are
as follows: Sarah, Israel, Samuel, Jonathan, Elizabeth, Daniel,
Mary, George, Edward, Squiré,'and Hannah, with the following
record of their marriages: *"f.j

Sarah, married John Wilcoxson, mother’s great grandfather.
Israel, not recorded.

Samuel, married Sarah Day.

Jonathan, married Mary Carter.

Elizabeth, married William Grant

Daniel, married Rebecca Bryan.

Mary, married William Bryan.

Edward, married Martha Bryan.

Squire, married Jane Vancleve.

Hannah, married John Stewart, 2nd, Daniel Pennington.
George, married Ann Nancy Linville.

Daniel stands out in history as the most prominent one of the
Boone family, and was among the first to help settle the state
of Kentucky. He was noted for his daring exploits against the
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the name of the one they married, «
" Sarah—~married Jacob Stover.

- S?ire—- married Sarah Morgan.

k}mn—a teacher, never married.

( jamin—married Ann Farmer.

* George, Jr.—married Deborah Howell.
~ Mary~—married John Webb.
- Joseph~married Catherine ............cccoccoveereeec

ames—married Mary Foulke; 2nd, Ann Griffith.
Samuel—married Elizabeth Cassell.

Our relationship comes down through Squire Boone.

On July 23rd, 1720, in the Gwynedd meeting house in Penn-
sylvania in accord with the Quaker ceremony, Squire Boone was
married to Sarah Morgan, daughter of John Morgan, and after-
wards became the parents of eleven children, whose names are
as follows: Sarah, Israel, Samuel, Jonathan, Elizabeth, Daniel,
Mary, George, Edward, Sq nd Hannah, with the following
record of their marriages: @

~ Sarah, married John Wilcoxson, mother’s great grandfather.

Israel, not recorded.

‘Samuel, married Sarah Day.

Jonathan, married Mary Carter.

Elizabeth, married William Grant

Daniel, married Rebecca Bryan.

Mary, married William Bryan,

Edward, married Martha Bryan.

Squire, married Jane Vancleve.

Hannah, married John Stewart, 2nd, Daniel Pennington.
George, married Ann Nancy Linville.

Daniel stands out in history as the most prominent one of the
Boone family, and was among the first to help settie the state
of Kentucky. He was noted for his daring exploits against the
Indians, also by his extensive surveys and explorations of the
state. He built the first fort at Boonesborough, Kentucky,
where the first legislative body of the state assembled. He was
also a colonel in the U. S. service and was considered one of the
most successful of the enterprising American pioneers of the
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_ Following are the names of George Boone St.'s, children and

the name of the one they married, -

Sarah~married Jacob Stover.
Squire~married Sarah Morgan.
(in—a teacher, never married.
jamin—married Ann Farmer.
George, Jr.—married Deborah Howell.
Mary—married John Webb.
oseph—~married Catherine
ames—married Mary Foulke: 2nd, Ann Griffith.
Samuel—married Elizabeth Cassell.
Our relationship comes down through Squire Boone.

On July 23¢d. 1720, in the Gwynedd meeting house in Penn-
sylvania in accord with the Quaker ceremony, Squire Boone was
married to Sarah Morgan, daughter of John Morgan, and after-
wards became the parents of eleven children, whose names are
as follows: Sarah, Israel, Samuel, Jonathan, Elizabeth, Daniel,
Mary, George. Edward. Squire, and Hannah, with the following
record of their marriages: .“ y ©

* Sarah, married John Wilcoxson, mother's great grandfather.
Israel, not recorded.
- Samuel, married Sarah Day.
~ Jonathan, married Mary Carter.
Elizabeth, married William Grant
Daniel, married Rebecca Bryan.
Mary, married William Bryan.
Edward, married Martha Bryan,
Squire, married Jane Vancleve.
Hannah, married John Stewart, 2nd, Daniel Pennington.
George, married Ann Nancy Linville.

Daniel stands out in history as the most prominent one of the
Boone family, and was among the first to help settle the state
of Kentucky. He was noted L his daring exploits against the
Indians, also by his extensive surveys and explorations of the
state. He built the first fort at Bo orough, Kentucky,
where the first legislative body of the state assembled. He was
also a colonel in the U. S, service and was considered one of the

~most successful of the enterprising American pioneers of the
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The Kentucky Explorer -- September, 1996 -- Page 75

Mary Boone Bryan, Sister Of Daniel
Boone, Buried In Northern Kentucky

Bryan Family Was Among First To Come To Pioneer Kentucky

Dear Editor: I have received many letters wanting infor-
mation about the grave site of Mary Boone Bryan since
The Explorer ran my letter. I have been back to the grave
site and took better pictures.

Her grave is located at the Ockland Cemetery in
Grants Lick, Campbell County, Kentucky. It is grave lot
#12. The stone reads: “To the memory of Mary Boone
Bryan, wife of Captain William Bryan and sister of
Colonel Daniel Boone, 1736 (D.A.R. emblem in between
dates) 1819, erected by her grateful descendents, 1930.”

I also found a very interesting article at the New-
port Branch of the Campbell County Library. The infor-
mation was given by Mrs. J.B. Smith, a great, great

granddaughter of Mary Bryan.

Betty Estep
= a:‘wwmmw" o 2 1M
The Bryan family descended from “Bryan” who

was king or rulerin Ireland. Descendents of this

Bryan came to the new world from Great Brit-
ain. Among them was one named Morgan Bryan and
also a family by the name of Strode who were Holland-
ers, but were living in France, The Strodes were Protes-
tants and had to flee from their homes on account of
religious persecution, and came to America on the same
boat.

The Strode parents died on the voyage, leaving
their children: Martha, Jeremiah and Daniel. These
children were given homes among their shipmates in
Pennsylvania.

Later, Morgan Bryan and Martha Strode were
married in 1719. They moved to Virginia in 1730 where
they lived until most of their children, 7 sons and 2
daughters, were married.

Martha died in 1747, and Morgan died in 1763 in
Rowan County, North Carolina. Their children’s names
were James, Thomas, Joseph, Samuel, William, John,
Elinor, and Mary.

After the arrival of the Boone family in North
Carolina in 1750, the history of the two families inter-
mingle. William Bryan, the fifth son of Morgan, mar-
ried, in 1755, Mary Boone, who was born November 14,

1736, and died in 1819. Daniel Boone, the famous
Indian scout and colonel in the Revolutionary War,
married Rebecca Bryan, granddaughter of Morgan.

In 1775 William Bryan with three brothers and
some neighbors came to Kentucky and located near
Lexington where they cleared the land and planted 60
acres of corn, then returned to North Carolina to get
their families and return in the fall.

During their absence, a war with the Cherokee
Indians broke out, and they were delayed for three
years. Eventually they came with their families and
built a fort known in history as Bryan'’s Station, on the
Elkhorn about five miles out of Lexington.

It seems the fort must have been well located and
equipped, as so many people came that it was a bit hard

on the supply of foed and prices soared. It is said that

Daniel Boone's sister, Mary (1734-1819), is buried at Grants
Lick ([Campbell County), Kentucky. (Estep Photo)

In 1807 the Lexington Reporter was published, continuing until 1832,
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corn went as high as $125 per bushel, sometimes even
a horse was traded for a bushel of corn. It seems that the
Bryans were of importance in the founding of this
settlement for the name of both William and Mary
Boone Bryan are carved on the stone wall the D.AR.
erected around the spring which supplied water for the
early settlers.

In April 1780, William Bryan, who was captain of
the fort, was shot by Indians while out hunting for meat
for the residents of the fort. He died about a week later
and was buried under a giant sycamore tree near the fort.

In December 1779, his son John had died, in March
1780, his son William had been killed by the Indians,
and in April of the same year his son Abner had died.
This so discouraged the Bryans who were left that they
(Samuel, Daniel, and their mother, Mary Boone Bryan)
returned to North Carolina and remained until the
Revolutionary War.

When Mary returned to Kentucky she lived with
her son, Samuel, on his farm on the east side of the
Licking River about five miles from Grants Lick, at
Bryan's Ford.

At her death in July 1819, she was buried on his
farm, now owned by the Stevens Brothers, and her

remains were undisturbed until the year 1930 when her

descendents had them removed to the cemetery at
Grants Lick and interred on the family lot of Thomas J.
Baker where the D.A.R. emblem is engraved upon a
bronze tablet and erected by her descendents to her
memory.

Like most pioneer women Mary Boone Bryan helped
defend the fort while her husband and the other men
were away on the various duties of their rugged pioneer
life, and this service has been proven. Her name is now
on the Honor Roll of the National Society of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, as having given Revo-
lutionary service.

When her remains were disinterred a huge stone to
a depth of about four feet was removed first, for in those
days that was the custom to prevent wild animals from
disturbing the grave. Then three feet of soil was re-
moved before they reached the remains. The skull bones
were in perfect condition, under which was a coil of hair
that had not decayed. All of the large bones of her body
were found, but nothing of her coffin except some old
fashioned iron cut nails.

This information was given by Mrs. Jesse B. Smith
(nee Baker) whose mother’s maiden name was Minerva
Bryan, Mary Boone Bryan was a great great grand-
mother of Mrs. Smith.

Editor’s Note: The following obituary was found in
an old edition of The Beattyville Three Forks Enterprise
of 1885.

William Williams, Esq., was born in Garrard
County, Kentucky, August 14th, 1797, and died in
Owsley County, December 3rd, 1879, aged 82 years, 3
months, and 19 days. He was born and reared of parents
who were natives of Virginia, and who moved to Ken-
tucky while her territory was yet a wilderness; while
white men were few and red men numerous. After his
marriage with Sophia Langley, they moved to the moun-
tains of Kentucky, which was then a new and compara-
tively unsettled region, and was beginning to be divided
up into counties. He became a very useful and popular
citizen, serving in various capacities in several of the
mountain counties when they were still in their infancy,
and when it was a real honor to be an officer. He died as
he lived, a typical gentleman, generous, kind and con-
siderate, with politeness in his manner and thanks
upon his lips in the very last hour of his life.

Sophia Williams, consort of Wm. Williams was
born at Port Tobacco, Charles County, Maryland, Sep-
tember 17, 1803. Her father, Capt. John Langley, was of
English origin, probably born in England, but lived in

Obituary Of William And Sophia Williams -

St. Mary’s County, Maryland, at the time of his mar-
riage to Amolia Milstead, who was also born in Mary-
land. He was Capt. and owner of a merchant ship. He
died while Sophia was yet a child, and his widow,
Sophia’s mother, was married the second time to Nathan
Browner, who about the year 1812, removed with his
family to Garrard County, Kentucky. On June 5th,
1823, Sophia was married to Wm. Williams, and re-
moved to the mountains of Kentucky where at various
points she continued to reside up to the time of her
death, at about 6 o’clock p.m., November 6, 1885. She
was 82 years, 1 month, and 19 days old. She survived her
husband 5 years, 11 months and 3 days. She was an
exemplary wife, as kind and considerate a parent as
everlived, and as true a Christian lady as ever died. She
was noted for her watchfulness for the welfare of all
about her. She was never known to stoop to dissimula-
tion or hypocrisy, in fact, she was as nearly perfection in
character, both morally religious as it was possible for a
human to be. In all honesty, all goodness as a citizen, all
faithfulness, all hopefulnss as a Christian, and as she
lived, so she died; and as sure as there is a future state,
passed from earth to Heaven, from hope and faith to
their reality, from suffering and grief to happiness and
glory.

Friendship, of itself a holy tie, is made more sacred by adversity. --Charles Caleb Colton




601 Serensen Rd. #15
, Califernmia
28 Aug. 1966

County Clerk, Clark County

Winchester, Kentucky

Dear Sir or Madams

I would like te obtain a photestatic copy of the will eof

MARTHA (Bryan) BOONE
will believed to be dated May 12, 1793

I will very much appreciate kmewing how te ebtain this
information, and will be eagerly awaiting your reply.

Martha was t he widew of Edward Boome who was killed in 178B0.
Perhaps this will help to identify her.

If you do mot have a will perhaps yeu do have a death certificat.

Any informatiom yeu have, or that I can send for will be very
much appreciated.

Mm.

YTt

Karen B, Whitlock







6 September 1982

The book, GEORGE BOONE, SON OF EDWARD BOONE, KILLED BY
THE INDIANS IN 1780, AND NEPHEW OF DANIEL BOONE, THE
FAMED EXPLORER, is nearing publication. It is the result
of over six years of research and has been compiled by
Dorothy Spears Campbell and Shirley Spears Nowicki. The
book contains: '

Boone Family History.

Previously unpublished data about Edward Boone, in-
cluding a list of his children and their issue, with
extra information on his son Joseph and all available
data on his son George.

Thirteen children of George Boome by Patty Hazelrigg
and Hester Locke (Ann Boone, m. Eliphalet Muir; Daniel
Boone, m. Mahala Wells; William Boone, m. Caroline Lin-
ville; Edward Boone; Jesse Boone m. Susanna Sharp; Le-
vina Boone, m. Moses Spencer; Squire Boone, m. Jasyntha
Horton; Doctor George Washington Boone, m. 1) Persis
Karn, a descendant of Josiah Boone, and 2) Ann Haynes
Purcell; John Boone, m. Ruth Karnm, sister of Persis Karn;
Levi Boone, m. Susan Evans, and 2) Emily Browning;
Beverly W. Boone, m. Sarah "Sally" N. Ford; Morgan
Boone, m. Rebecca Hester Pointer and Nancy Catherine
Myers Daggett; and Richard Boone, m. Hannah Adams), and
jssue for twelve of the foregoing, with up-to-date data
from many descendants. (George Boone's first marriage
was in 1793.)

Numerous copies of documents proving the family line,
such as wills for Martha Bryan Boone, George Boone 1V,
Alexander Cleveland, Morgan Bryan, Joseph Bryan, and
John Hazelrigg; lawsuits involving the children of George
Boone; petition for division of Kentucky County (showing
signatures of Daniel, Edward, and Israel Boone, and
William Bryan, and many other early Kentucky settlers);
land records; Civil War records; and photographs (in-
gludi?g one of Sarah Boone Hunter, daughter of Edward
oone) .

Chapters on allied families of: Cleveland, Hazelrigg,
Josiah Boone, Bryan, Morgan, Bohun, Bouchier, and other
royal lines. Hundreds of surnames are included among
the descendants of George Boone. Some are: Austerman,
Baker, Bourland, Burton, Fisher, Ford, Gragson, Gibson,
Hunter, Horner, Miller, Nunn, James, Fisher, Perkins,
Reedy, Shain, Spears, Sellers, Wilson, Wood, Wright,
Wynne, Stevens.

Cost, including mailing, is §35.00. Please send checks as
soon as possible, and give addresses for mailing. Order by

November 15, at the latest, please. 52
addresses to: please. Send checks and mailing

DOROTHY SPEARS CAMPBELL
610? Calcutta Court
Arlington, Texas 76016
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pPear Miss Oweni

wy devter Sedat USSR By ayrars
zimzaﬁiiigtfaaigcgﬁen tﬁgie32%%§§i§ngzgﬁgéiﬁé;kggédZEhguch .
gg;E %Z&il?rn%agig{'ogzéf% 3E:§ tl?lz;f.félt ;:hey knew, all theve
was toknow,, from " famlly tradition", _

4pank you for youv love
you feel I have done a

: ' v the facts
- them all,., when I began mYy gsearch,. fO )
oft;t%hé“s famiiiee,. I soon learned,. i could not assume
a thing. 1 had to start with me,. Who I was,. when bo™R,.
etc,._my Parents,. theilvr,.s theirs,. etc. on down to 1600.

I wan smack into closed doovs 8O Taly times,., dut I kept on
and kept track of everything I learned,. and bit by bit put
the mintite pleces togethex, Soon the glant puzzle gtarted

to ghapen up.

I ar enclosing a sheet 1 compiled, after a yea"s work,. of
the names ete of the 19 children,, of the famlly of my
@Great Grandparents,, REVEREND GEORGE GREEN BOON and hils
two wives,. lst MARY BERKLEY BOON and 2nd,. JANE PLUNKETT
BOON. I know something in detall of evevry one of them, but
one,. JOHN BERKLEY BOON who I only know when born and died,

I am enclasing a copy of an old dlavy writing of my Rever
end Geovge Green Boon,. I aggume shortly before he dled,.
in 1854, in Athens,. Kentucky,. It tells of his famlly
line from the north of England,, I am sure heknew othev
names,., a8 to hls maternal grandmother, etc,, but feel
who e ve» copled this old dlavy,,. found torn gpots and
could not make out some of thenames,. SO left them blank,

This was copied 1lst,, by the 1st son of nis 2nd marriage,.

who was WILLIAM WATSON BOON,. a half brother to my own

@randfathe» who was his 10th child of nls 1lst marviage,,

JESSE DANIEL CREATH BOON, Jesse was bovn 1n 1830,., William
)§ 3% in 1888, , as sheet shows, in detail, WILLIAM WATSON BOON

gyas the Father of the now JUDGE ORVILLE BOONE of %exlington

entucky, His Father also kept an old note book,, which

was given to me,., With hils writing as of 1892,, showing

at that time some 52 grandchildren had al ready been

born to the children of REVEREND GEORGE GREEN BOON,

I think it would be very important for you to publish, 1f

ossible,all yvou™r hard work and findln "
Ela"k Goﬁnty.{ for the futuve. e e

Ig 1t possible for me to have a '

_ : snap shot ,of th
which you say now stands,wheve the old FLRNAGANeIggtgiéod
back in the early 1800's,. where my @Great 9randfather salé
he mlaved the fiddle, Do they have post ecard pictuv-g of
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1ke to have 1%,. fo" my ®ig white

: 2 1 would so 1
1% availa.‘ple L 1 the 1mp0f".-8-"-t things,. 80 they

Pooks,. 1in which I keep al
will keep.

thev evening my daughter Snowma and I were talking,.
Egg g'gaid "I wgndev 1f any one Will ever learn of my hard
work,. &8 hundred years fvom today?"sShe gaid " Mothe™ think

of the hundreds of jettevs you have written, to about

23 states,. think how they wiil ke s,ved,. passed on d4own,.

ag materials, We have been glven,. gome written 1in 1803 and
all through the 1800's.". That makes the hard work wovth whlle

Two things I worked oub made me happy., I had heavd of and
from a COL, DANIEL HUNDLEY in St. Louls,. about 19635,..
heavd of & DORIS RICE, 1ast yeav, from same clty, One

wag a BOON kin, on the line of MAJOR WILLIAM BOON 2nd,.

an older brothev of my REVEREND GROIGE GREEN BOON,. the
girl of the line of*ELIZABETH BOON( MRS JAMES NELSON, Sv,.)
older sistev of my ‘everend Boon. They belonged to the same
chuvch,., for some 15 yeavs,. yet ti1ll + started mentioning
names,. etc,. did it dawn on Doris,. she knew Dan Hundley.
8o they got together the next Sunday and had a photo made
of them and their famllles, for my walls.

Now in Stanford, Ky,. lived JUDGE LEASNARD B, BOON#(E)
and in Hustonville llves & Bankers wife,, MARGARET LEWIS
MOORE, They sent me a plcture of them, together,. at some
Board meeting,., and I had to tell them two yea"s &§EO,.
how they weve both BOON,. poth related( a fact they did
not know all thelr 1lives) and both kin %o me and mine,

I note you mention REVEREND GEORGE GREEN BOON as ( GREENUP).
May . ask where you found that name? It 1s GR.EN, His
maternal @randfather~ was RICHARD GREEN who died 1788 1in

King Geovge,. Virginia,, His lothe» was KEZIAH GREEN who 1in
1770 marvied hls Father, our WILLIAM BOON lst,.

MAY I PLEASE SEE THE MATERIAL YOU HAVE, WHICH MENTIONS
REVEREND BOON? 1 would e so grateful for any of 1t
you cangend me, I am enclosing a plcture of him,,
not good,., but plainly him/ RLEASE SEND IT BACK

T@ ME AT THIS TIME, all I have,

I am enclosing a copy of an old original letter he wrote
o his oldest eister MARY BOON WALKER who lived in Pervyviile
entucky, in 1821, He 1s sppaking of nls lst wife,. my
@reat @randmother,. MARY BOON ( BELRKLEY) when he says Polly.
PLEASE RETURN ALL THINGS I AM ENCLG@SING,THANKS,

As I told you,. fvom materials from the King Book of old
Richmond @ounty,. Va,. veco~ds from 1600 on,. I learned
who 1 descended fvom,, back to my 7th @reat @randpavents,

I hoped to go fuwther back,.than my 3vd on the Boon line,.
never expected to go furthex back on MARY BERKLEY BOON
1ines, But I am vev®y grateful,

@n the next page,. I will 1ist how I found ouv REVERE
. CND
GEORGE GREEN BOON fvom 1810 to 1850 in the Census.



: 'irﬁ%&?ﬁmev. JESSE DANIEL egmm BOON.

4

%

this 1962. Wm Watson Boon was half brother to my own

e = g

¥ .

My Great Grandfathor

L3 L
Phis Le an axact copy of tne~ ABAX
§y11lilan ¥ataon Hoon of LaxAnglor = ity g
I, GEORGE GRZON BOON, was the son o L1l in
poon, King (feovige Countly, gtrihe of vVirginia !
pathev! s sglde was nased Jonn Bocf, Wie vas DT

enrland, HY grandnother by Fathar! o gide wns N
feom Sweden, MY geandmother by Hothew! s alae Was
fahev by liothevr's slde was lehanrd Geeen, Yy Father
geven childven, three snns and foue dauphlevs. |
and last child of my fathevr and mother. 7 Father
both Baptists befovwe 1 Was vorn, and if & #on veniu
wewe Pillaras in the Church of god, Uy Rathsw alur
between 11 and 12 yeavs of age. He dled with tha
pevfectly 1n hls senses, and resipgned %o Lha will
mother lived some yeavrs and dled in the stats o Kaatuo
dead palsy, after belng rone tima affllicted ®ith 1%, v
of her afflicticns with patlence and vesimmation, ana
of epeech gome tilue before new death, but nsvew Jost Lo°
t111 she dledq,

Just before her deatn, I =sal baside hew and eald * Hear ot

you must soon leave this Yorld, and I want To cn\-g Bow von
I hope you will pardon youx youngeat ahild, the ghestlos e w
to asik vou,” T eald " You have lost the powewr of spacc.

can eignify Yes ov No by tie ealaing of youe head Zov X

shaking of same fov No, liotnar, you hava Long irafessel Lo
in Jesus, do you believe thal you Wil sn to jleaven, 2110
ed to hig 71112* In answer to tncae wards, eis gqurered oy |
and valsed hee head and the teavs of Jloy Lsamad in fen AV B8
dled that night and I beliaeve went To lieaven, ainn the voun
child, I wae much doted upon by ny pavants,

My father was a man wao scnetiies axhiiortedln thie conprre
and prayed in public, belng a veoy zealons mang graryed Lvioe

in hig family and would often exhovi Lls phfldespidng riin new™

to tey to met vellglon, And would often Tsld e rivatel:
velipglon when I was no move thnan 5 or G yeare B I o bel
thoge impweselons, those sAvly lassons my lathes Bna Jiother
me, will never be forpotten by me, then gs youag Re { vno,]

convinced of the necesgsity of walljion and Aa L g¥ew .-;_m.:,»*,.-,-.'-'..

thesge impvessions were givonger and plronper, AL about 2 £

age my Fathee put the new Testament in my hamdg, and .y ;'rlv-.,_";._
taught me to vead it. And often vien vpadlnE ROoRT Jaous, nn
heawing preaching which I often did, To= tha BAsBYat veacner

the ltethodlst preachews would preach at Fathewla Bouoc,
Father loved good men of all denominations, my hes»t woo!
affected and pometies I would twy Lo pray, Ut my bt 1y
and my liother being left a widow, I missed hls A= ovavers
and exhovtations, althouph wy leolher would Rometiiins lec

Property of Mrs Thelma Boon Seliavds

‘1“ 2568 @azelle CGourt Cincinnati,, Ohio,,
‘,& ;(\ \ 45239
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with teavs in hev eyes, and falling company ?itn vinﬁng_sﬁya;my$
heavt hecame hard, and I grew wicked, and only wheg ~"7angut 913
dying, and that was but geldom, then would - p Ay uﬂ”bO? vo E?i;n
me, and I would do betl.er but when dangev dlsappeared, - BOOh D
came careless, L soon learned To ocuvse and syanﬂpkanﬁ‘as . graw
I leamned to gamble, and play the riddle pevaps the wovst n;‘ill
vices, and sometlnes, but seldom theougnht of veliglon, althoupgnt
thig havdened me, sometlimes & would think of Fathevw's and Mothe™ B
admonitlions and f would feel sowrry and again pvomlse %o anend and
thus it continued with me,

When I was about 24 years of ape, 1 navried Polly Bevkley who was
about 16 yeams of age., Our mavviage took place on the 4th of VYec.
1805, The 14th day of Novembev, the previous was my birthday,for
1 was boen in the Year of our Lovd, 1781, 1 egavly imblibed the
notion to move to Kentucky, and especlally if I got mavrried, 350,
the next epving following, my Wife, liother, and all of ny sisiesvs
1iving and the only brother living, fov my other HSrother dled 1n
Virvginia, stavted for “entucky and arvived 1in Lexington, the 20%th
day of May, 1806, “y friend, Hezsklah Havrison had wented for me
a small plantation, 4 miles from Lexlngton, on the +atevs oI
Hickman Yveek, wheve 1 lived thal yeav,

But in the next wintev, I puvchased 304 acres of land 1ln the

same county, on Floyds Fork, of Booneroreek, of George H/ U, Floy
and noved to it the same wintev or spiing , and commenced celav-
ing the land, and bullding houses, for the land 1 puvchaged was
all in wood, when + puvchased 1t, and now belng marvied and
Raving a family to provide fov, i began to work, and concluded

1f industey and frugallity wovrld do, would be a vich man, ov
would try to get enough fovr the suppo»t of ny family, and %o
tveat my friends well, when they came to see me, But, alas, I
st11l continued swearing and glaylng the fiddle, but had left off
gambling in Vireginia; but as 4 grew oldev, I became move natiled,
and at times would think of my Pavent's admonltions, and sone

of my eaX®y pvronises ov vows that I had made to %the Lovd when

I lived in Vivginia,

The 4th day of July, 1810, I attanded as muslcianeev at
Majov hontgomery's Spring, and that night at Flanlgane Tavern
in ¥inchegter, fov wvhich i got 28,00, but thank God, it was
the last Ball, I attended,

Coming home the next day, I felt vevy golemn, and began to

think of What I had been dolng, and my concluslon was tha® 1

was enpared in the DJevil s Cause, and 1f I continued in % ig
cauge, gshould be damned, + thought also of my ealvy convictions
and the'many promisea I had made to the Lovrd, and alzo the '
admonltions of my Pavents, and the move I thoupht of thege
thinrg, the wovse 1 felt, SomeZimes, I would think I surely
would be lost, for 1 remembevred one text of the Seceipture

wi.ich sald" There weve few, That would be savedt,



1 would begin Te think oF H08 many of ny ralaiion
fegred relligion and I thought of my Fsines Al 4
ram, & slster and uy aff icted byther who had Aled An Lxind

I had reasan, 85 1 thoupht, to helieve Lhigy all =would RYeit,

and that I had no wight Bo Cuoiu .ain, ALn the & b, tanuprhk
much upon the goodness of God, in my preEsgvvaticn, &nd The VOWS
T had made hir, and ar sften Lrokan tham, AL lafiiag 1 conolud
something nust be done, Bt to vow azaln fto We Locd, 1T saBhen
1ike that would not a0, fow Af T 4A1d, I anomda fell &g [ AoGe 20
and that would be alddirny: eln o sln, ano Indeed I ana ATPALd L0
tvuet myeelf, I concluded aometihlng muslt Le QOna, I woultl
lort, ;

Thege reflectlons contlnusd seyaval days and L lel% vewy
bad but ghed no tears, somatimes wy heart would reel Tuil, ee-
peclally when I would think how f004 130R %as8 and had hean Lo me
At lenth, I came to thle conclustion, thal I wonld na vow or
promise the Lovd as 1 had fowmeviy done, DOt A tne Lol pledse,
I would do hettev, The tapupht tnen oeeuTad S0 4y gind, W
can you do, why I concluded with the help of Tha Lowl [ coudd

leave off playing the fiddle.,. 1 could Ault awearin?,
could get and vead the Biole, as yet, I lnd nona., I &
eeting, and I could vy Lo o8y to God,

Thus I contlnued a day or TWo in tue meantlse Al4 net pley
the fiddle, 0T aWeavr, and d4d %y to peRY as #aAll As 1 could
and was detevmined To go Lae the 18t iaeting I heard of, A7 In
reach,

-
Ly

At length my 3o, #llllam 3oon pent me t lettar, 1 was @
ting =ith my famlly when 1 opened the letler and hesan to =ei
1% but oould hawndly vead it at all, my neast was -5 aftactad Tow
he wwote me on tha sibject of welijlon and snfomied me that on
the 4th of July he was at Capt, %, Datnaby's wiews Revevend J.
vardenman preached and the powa™ of God esened to be so Alsplayed
that 1t ¥ooked 1ike all the people felt 1Tt and Than vent &n to
inform me that he was pained at heart 1o think hil= only Arothe?
sag 1n the ballvoom and went on to hep and besscch os £O GOmE
to Meeting the next Saturday nnd Sunday atl Davidls Fori Lo beaw
vardeman and to %Py and pget Tellijflon,

ks

I inetantly conoluded in my own mind ubat with Tne nelp of
God, I would Ro acocordingly and I want and the house sas crowded
and T went into the Gallewy and anl rigiht Tront Iacing LLP‘L“PQGH_
er and was detewmined to hea® az for GLernity. . W
S o *s N
The above ia an axact sopy of paet &l A DIavy €1 Tnas Haslowy
of my fathev g Life was written Ly ninzaelf,

But for soge wWeason, 1 4no¥w naot why, he nevevr finisiaed 1T,
probably on account of 1)1 health, for he was for gevevral yeare
hefore his death, afflected with a muptuve of the Howsle Which
caured hie death, Hovember 3vd, 18554, ithens, Fayette County, Ken=

tucky.
gignad

Aiillam . Hoon

July, 1882

-"‘F?-,_- rd_



¥1ll Book l-page 7
Clark County Courthouse

In the name of God amen, I Martha Boone of Clark County and State
of Kentueky, belng sick 1in body but in perfect mind and memory, thanks
be to Almighty God, and calling to mind the sertainty of death and
that =11 people once must 2ssursdly dle when 1t shall pleass God to
eall, do make, constitute, ordsin and deslere this to be my last will
and testament in the form and menner following and disenmuling by these

presents 211 and every testament and teataments, will and wills here-
tofore made by me, either by word of mouth or wr 100 and this only to
be taken for my last will and te L r to be considered
as gy will, intent or desire snd as for whe i1y goods and chattels
me wit} ssed of in form and

o, 4

|
a
|
a

manner following, First, I do posi that all just dedts
I owe alther by right or conssience $o any percon or persons

shall well and traly be pailal o
my son Jeorge Boome. Item ism

tent after my decesse by
y my daughter Charity
‘pareel of land on vhi."'.

24 and twenty-five seres
free to her and her
: uchter Jane Morgan

meath to my mm

(e o MRS b inie

she now lives, contalning by m'
more or less with all ite T
heirs forever. Item- I give and be
my negro woman, named Lilly, Item- I

f Sl

; 4
F ]
2

Mary Scholl one horse colt one ye r o eame of the dove
mare. Item- I give and m.ﬂw & n _f.- Hoone m sorrell 1‘4
filly three years old and tqg and eal  Item- I give and }

mmnmqunm-rm 2 yne sorrell mare named Fon




W1ll of Martha Boone-continued

Item= I give and begueath all of my wearing apparel to my four
dsughters, they taking cholce of garments by senlority according
to their agoe. Item- I give and bequeath untoc my son Oeorge Boone
all the remsinder of my lands, negroee, goods and chattele whatso-
ever that ig not mentioned, Lastly I do make, constitute and app-
oint John Morgan Sen, executor of this my last will and testament
and trastee for the seme. In witnese whereof I have hereunto set
my hand and seal this 12th day of May in the year of our lLord one
thousand seven hundred and nlnety threo.

Martha ¥°Boone

mark

Teste:
John Morgan
¥1lliam Craycraf

John A Skillwell
his x mark

W11l of Martha Boone probated July 23, 1793)

PSS |
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BICENTENNIAL OF DANIEL BOONE'S FIRST GLIMPSE
OF CENTRAL KENTUCKY
1769 - 1969

It was on June 7, 1769, that Daniel Boone, "in company with
John Finley {Findley], John Stewart, Joseph Holden, James Monay
[Mooneyl, and William Cooley, from the top of an eminence, saw with
pleasure the beautiful level of Kentucke,” as related by John Filson in
“The Adventures of Col. Daniel Boone” (1784). The “eminence” is
now known as Pilot Knob, Kentucky, and is on the line between Powell
and Montgomery counties and near the Clark County line, not far from
Indian Old Fields on State Highway 15. In Clark County and within
the view from Pilot Knob was the area where the old Shawnee Indian
village of Eskippakithiki had been, which we may be sure was of great
interest to Boone.

Each year on June 7, the Kentucky Historical Society, Frankfort,
Kentucky, celebrates "Boone Day,” in honor of Daniel Boone and the
occasion of his visit to Pilot Knob. This year of 1969 is the two
hundredth anniversary of that historic event, and the Boone Day cele-
bration at the "Old State House” in Frankfort, the home of the Ken-
tucky Historical Society, was of special significance and interest.

In addition to the 1969 “Boone Day” celebration, the people of the
Pilot Knob vicinity are observing the bicentennial of Boone's first
glimpse of Central Kentucky. Boone was “piloted” to this area and
vantage point by John Findley, who has been called “The First Path-
finder of Kentucky.”

Accordingly in honoring Boone, it seems fitting that honor should
also be paid John Findley. * His story has been told by the late Colonel
Lucien Beckner in an article published in The History Quarterly of The
Filson Club of April, 1927, Volume 1, No. 3. It is, therefore, with
pleasure that, at the suggestion of Mr. James H. French, of Clark
County, Kentucky, we now republish Colonel Beckner's article in com-
memoration of this two hundredth anniversary of Boone's visit to Pilot
Knob and in memory of the Colonel who, at one time, was Editor of
The Filson Club History Quarterly. The article follows on the next
page. — THE EDITOR
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JOHN FINDLEY: THE FIRST PATHFINDER
OF KENTUCKY *

By LuciEN BeckNEr

In this paper I shall try to tell, with tardy justice, the sto of the
first Kentucky “boomer”: the first man to app{'ejciate the rich carxyne [antzs
of central Kentucky; the first Anglo-Saxon to build a cabin on them;
and the man whose eloquence induced many people to wish to see
them. This man, who piloted Daniel Boone thither, and taught him
many of our topographic names on the way, was John Findley.

He was born in northern Ireland in 1722, but early removed to
where the boy grew to manhood, learning the languages and trading
customs of the nearby Delawares and Shawnees. In 1744, at the age
of twenty-two, John received from the colony of Pennsylvania a license
as Indian trader; and on September 16 of the same year, signalized his
entering manhood and business by his marriage to Elizabeth, daughter
of John Harris, the Indian trader and ferry owner. Findley received
licenses in 1745, 1746, and 1748, but not in 1747, the year in which
Pennsylvania granted him land in Paxtang township. It may be that
he spent that year in hewing out his farm and installing his young wife
and their growing family in a home.

The Indian trade, because of its seemingly great profits, attracted
many bold spirits, but its dangers were so many that none but the
most dauntless persisted. The Indians produced only skins and furs,
which, purchased with fire-arms, trinkets, cloths, kettles, toys, and the
like, were taken to the seaboard markets, where they were sold to the
foreign shippers. Deerskins brought 22 pence a pound, beaver 6 to 8
shillings a pound, and bear skins 4 shillings each. The looking-glass,
with which the poor Indian was cheated out of his skins and often his
skin, cost the trader in Lancaster a little over a shilling, whereas a fifty-
pound brass kettle cost only 4 shillings, a doll 1 shilling 4 pence, and
a gun 30 shillings. Trade was not the peaceful affair it is today. When
a French trader offered a Wyandotte a single bullet and a charge of
powder for a beaver skin, the warrior became so infuriated that he split
the Frenchman's skull with his tomahawk. This is an exceptionally
sad story of profiteering.

A few Indian traders had permanent storehouses in or near an
Indian village, but most of them had packhorses or canoes by means
of which they and their assistants visited Indian towns as far as the
south shore of Lake Erie, the prairies of Illinois, or even west of the

*First published in the April 1927 issue of The History Quarterly (Vol. 1, No. 3).
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Mississippi. France claimed all the waters of the Ohio by virtue of an
allegedpegzplomtion by LaSalle. England claimed the same wgstwatd
to the Mississippi, because the Iroquois who rendered allegiance to the
British king, claimed to have conquered all of the tribes inhabiting
that area. Such overlapping of claims produced the expecwd friction;
and,asneidlernationwishedwresortwarmstoenforcemauthomy,
both sought to gain advantage by diplomacy among the tribes. The St.
Lawrence River and the lakes gave the French the easier appmac]l. but
French trade was official, whereas English trade was practically fre?,
and each English trader was a potential diplomat, dependent on his
tongue, manners, and prices for his supremacy and often for his life.
Among the English themselves a rivalry existed, for both Pennsylvania
and Virginia claimed the Ohio territory. However, the Quaker govern-
ment of the former was so supine that it lost its natural advantage of
ition.

By 1748 Findley was trading as far west as the Allegheny, towards
which stream the eastern Indians had been drifting since about 1730.
He made his headquarters at Shanopinstown, a small trading post at
the site on which Pittsburgh was later built. Thomas Cresap, Virginia's
agent in the Ohio territory, wrote Governor Dinwiddie in 1751 that
“one James Findley and another are suspected to be taken and carried
oEbytheFrench,whomaheapracticeofearryingoﬂou:menmry
year; therefore I think it highly necessary to take the French that are
at Logstown and detain them till those of ours taken last year, as well
as those suspected to be taken this year, are restored.” The above
“James” was our “John,” and Logstown was a post located a few miles
below the present Pittsburgh. Where this outrage or attempted out-
rage occurred is not known, but had it been at Shanopinstown, Cresap
would have known the details. It was doubtless in eastern or south-
eastern Ohio—perhaps at Shawneetown, the present Portsmouth—for
one month after Cresap’s letter, Findley, together with Hugh Craw-
ford, John Gray, David Hendricks, and Aaron Price, was a witness
t0 a letter which the chiefs of the town sent to Governor Hamilton of
Pennsylvania.

in 1752 Findley, Paul Pierce, and William Bryan were partners in
a commercial adventure to Pickawillany, the big Pict town near the
present Piqua, Ohio. Their stock was valued, according to an affidavit
given by Pierce four years later, at £1,142 worth of goods. In an
attack on the town—where English traders were being harbored—the
French confiscated or destroyed these goods. Whether or not Findley
was there does not appear, but he is not mentioned in the rather full
account of this affair which has come down to us. Pierce says that
after this occurrence Findley left Pennsylvania, discouraged. Although
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was then considered a fortune, He robably returned to Pennsylvani
where the tax books show that he bscamc : property holder inYP:llr:::
boro township, across the river from Paxtang.

In the fall he bought a stock of 8oods and with four assistancs paddled
down the Ohio, stopping awhile at Shawneetown. He then went to
the falls of the Ohio, where, finding no Indians, he turned back to the
mouth‘ of Big Bone Creck. There he met a party of Shawnees, who,

town of Eskippakithiki in the Kentucky Plain, on the waters of the
Kentucky River, near which they then were. There they assured him
he would find a rich harvest of furs and skins by spring. This town of
Eskippakithiki was in the present Clark County, Kentucky, and was
the most southerly town of the northern Indians. It was just the sort of
place Findley was looking for, as it was hidden in the deep woodlands,
far away from both French and English.

There he built a cabin and surrounded it with a stockaded pound,
so that he might shelter his horses at night and protect himself from
his Indian neighbors when they were excited. His gate-posts and cabin
were still standing when the whites came in 1775. A story has come
down to the effect that he packed his goods at Lancaster with English or
Bluegrass—a seed which had been brought by European colonists to
that rich limestone region—and when he unpacked his goods at Eskip-
pakithiki, he threw the hay out in his yard, where it sprouted and
spread throughout our central limestone region.  (Japanese clover,
Lespedeza, also had such a history.)

Eskippakithiki was on the grear Warriors' Trace, a trail between
the northern and southern Indians. The Trace entered Kentucky above
Vanceburg and ran south to Cumberland Gap. Along it were regular
camping places, a day’s march apart. One was at the Upper Blue Lick;
another in the Kentucky Plain (the present Old Fields in Clark Coun.
ty); another in the caves of the Pictured Rocks at the head of Station
Camp Creek, Jackson County; and another at Flat Lick in Knox County.
There were, perhaps, one or two others. In the fall Findley gathered
all this information and learned the names of the leading topographic
features: Licking River, Kentucky Plain, Pilot Knob, and Wasioto
Pass. Pilot Knob was important because it directed to the Kentucky
Plain; Kentucky River, because it was the route to the Kentucky Plain.
Findley later handed this information on to Boone.

While Findley was busy gathering his furs around Eskippakithiki,
enjoying the society of his Indian neighbors, and figuring his profits,
there came down the Warriors' Path a band of Ottawas and Caghna-
wagas—TFrench Praying Indians—on an expedition to attack the Chero-
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kees and Catawbas. Soon after these warriors had passed Eskippak-
ithiki, they came, on the afternoon of January 29, 1753, o the Pictured
RocksatthchuduiSmtionCampC:eek. Thcrethey.ioum_laband
of Pennsylvania traders encamped, and after an altercation with them,
took them prisoners. I shall let the records tell the story.

The first one quoted is part of a letter from Major William Trent—
one of the leading traders—to Governor Hamilton. It is dated April
10, 1753:

“I have received a letter just now from Mr. Croghan, wherein he
acquaints me that fifty-odd Ottawas, Conewagos, one Dutchman, and
oneof:heSixNaﬁom,whowastbeircapmin,mctwidxsomcofour
people at a place called Kentucky, on this side Allegheny River, about
onehundredandﬁftymileSﬁommeLowerShawnecmwn. They took
eight prisoners, five belonging to Mr. Croghan and me, the others to
Lowry: they took three or four hundred pounds worth of goods from
us; one of them made his escape after he had been a prisoner three
days. Three of John Findley's men are killed by the little Pict town
Eskippakithiki, and no account of himself.”

Itisimeresﬁngtonosethatthish,perhaps,thewliestappwmce
of the word “Kentucky” in a public document. The word is spelled
just as we now spell it. The English called the Ohio River “Allegheny”
as far down as the mouth of the Wabash, and designated by the phrase
“this side Allegheny” the southeastern or English side. All maps made
before this incident call Kentucky either the Shawnee country or
Ohio. Kentucky (an Iroquois word meaning “level place”) was re-
stricted to the big level on the Warriors’ Trace, located in the present
Clark County, and to the river that drained it. Its wider areal usage
grew out of the Virginian and Carolinian custom of speaking of the
country the mountains as the “western waters,” and out of the
further fact that the first settlements were made on the Kentucky River.

The captured company to which Major Trent referred consisted of
David Hendricks, leader, James Lowry, Alexander McGinty, Jabez and
Jacob Evans, William Powell, and Thomas Hide, together with some
servants. The French Indians, feeling that they had already precipi-
tated trouble, decided to do a thorough job. They accordingly returned
toEsl:ippakithild,andthenextdayttiedtorobFindleyalso. In the
amckdareeofFindlcy’ssemtswmkilled,afmxwhichFindkyand
John Falkner, his fourth servant, made their escape, leaving all their
goods and furs behind. They crossed the snow-clad, wintry moun-
tains to Findley’s home in Pennsylvania. James Lowry and his Chero-
kee servant, about whom the altercation had arisen, escaped on the
ﬂﬁtdday,nea::thhioRivet,andmadcrheirmybackmﬁesetﬂe-
ments. The others were taken to Canada, whence two of them, Jacob
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ye 12th, 1753,” from “Ye Conawagoe Town,” and says:

~ "I'am an English trader of ye Ohio River, was taken on ye twenty-
sixth of January last; lost forty horses, whereof 35 was loaded with
skins and goods to ye value of £110 or upwards; me and six of my men
was taken. Three of us are in this town. One more is in another town
about seventeen milesdistantincustodyofyeludians, as I am; and two
more of us are in jail in Montreal, in a dungeon. In a manner, sirs, we
seethatthereisnowaytharwecanseeformgetaway, but by your
means—to demand us of them. * * * I pray that you may take
it in consideration and deliver us from this life of misery, of dying a
thousand deaths, which is death itself, is preferable before life to me
in this place. For Christ’s sake, do what you can for us, and your peti-
tioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray of your healths. I am of an
ancient race of the inhabitants of Pennsylvania. Sirs, do your endeavor.
If you expend anything, I am still able to make you restitution for it if
I'was got to Philadelphia.”

Conrad Weiser, the Pennsylvania Indian agent, was sent to see
what could be done. In the course of his duty, he took the statement
of the Indian squaw who had adopted Jabez Evans. The document
reads as follows:

“She being asked how it came that these poor people were taken
prisoners in time of peace, she made answer, that some of the Caugh-
nawagaw warriors went to fight the Oyadackuch-raono [the Iroquois
word for ‘flatheads,” in this case the Cherokees], and happened to meet
some of them at some distance from their country, accompanied by
these white men, who, when they saw that the Caghnawagaw would
or had a mind to kill or take the Oyadackuch-raono, they, the English,
made resistance and wounded one of their men with a musket ball in
the arm, upon which they resolved to take the white people as well as
the Indians; and brought them away to Canada, leaving their horses
and things upon the spot; and when they presented the said prisoners
to the Governor General, and told him how things happened; and that
theGovemormadeanswer;hewouldhmnothingtodowithth&e
prisoners; upon which, they, the Indians, took them to their towns, and
three of them were given to an Indian living at Canassatogy; and two
were imprisoned at Quebec, for what reason she did not know.”
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McGin depoaedonhisrcmmthattheywereretumingfmmatrad-
ing expedtiZion <o the Cuttawas and were taken tgy seventy French Pmy.:
ing Indians and “one white man called Phillip, a low Dutchman,
rwenty-five miles from the Blue-lick Town (Eskippakithiki), on the
south bank of “the Cantucky river”; and robbed of goods, skins, and
furs to the value of £700 Pennsylvania currency; and that they stripped
him of everything—even his clothes. (January!) This is the I':lrst Indian
outrage which we know to have been committed on the soil of Ken-
tucky. The deed was wantonly done by Indians Wh?.had no shadow
of a right there, but were bent on a criminal expedition at the time.

With another fortune swept away, Findley, still undaunted, returned
in a few months to the frontier. In June, 1753, we find him at Shan-
opinstown, where on the fifteenth he makes an amusing affidavit up-
holding the sobriety of Colonel Russell, the Virginia commissioner.
Colonel Russell was a famous man on the southwestern frontier of
Virginia; his son was a leading pioneer on the Kentucky frontier; and
his grandson became one of the first American officials of California.

The Kentucky outrage inflamed the colonial frontiers from New
York to the Carolinas. Although the border was already aflame, war
was not declared until the next year (1754), the same year in which
Fort Necessity was surrendered by young Major Washington. In the
fast coming excitements, Kentucky was forgotten. In 1755 John
Findley enlisted in General Braddock’s army, either in the corps of
western scouts gathered under Colonel George Croghan, or in the
company of his brother-in-law, Captain John Harris. One of Brad-
dock’s pioneer soldiers was the young chauffeur of a supply wagon,
Daniel Boone. Boone and Findley met and became friends—Findley,
as usual, capturing his friend’s interest with stories of Kentucky.

For the next two years John Findley is lost to history. As war had
put an end to trade, he doubtless spent these years at home, becoming
better acquainted with his family. In 1758 he joined Captain Charles
McClung's company—a company mustered in his home neighborhood
—for the defense of the frontier. It was from Findley's enlistment
papers that his age and birthplace were rescued from oblivion.

In the census of Fort Pitt in 1760, Findley appeared as a civilian
resident. He doubtless owned a trading store there, for times were still
too squally for him to go afield with goods. As he was there so early,
he perhaps helped to build the fort. The next year he was again listed
—this time as a householder with two men in his house. These men
were doubtless clerks. Whether his family was present or not remains
unknown. Many people in the fort at that time later went to Ken-
tucky; therefore, we may safely credit Findley with a good part of the
interest that induced them to go. One of them, John Campbell, became
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one of the first citizens of Louisville. Campbell was not in lis
of thmfe killed or robbed in the Pontiac uprils:iug, but was pm&ly it:
Fort Pitt when it was besieged by Pontiac’s forces in 1763,

By a peace made with France in February of that year, England
secured all of the St. Lawrence and Ohio valleys. The next year Colonel
Bouquet went against the Ohio Indians, in order to punish and pacify

captives that Colonel Bouquet’s company rescued was Anne Finley, but
her connection with our hero—if she were related to him at all—is not

In 1764 Findley took a leading part in another great adventure,
thereby making himself one of the firse Anglo-Saxon citizens of an-
other state. The great Philadelphia trading house of Baynton, Wharton
& Morgan sent a fleet down the Ohio and up the Mississippi to the
former French fort, Fort Chartres. This fleet consisted of The Ohio
Packer under Commodore John Jennings; The Beaver under Caprain
William Long; The Dublin under Captain Joshua Moore; The Good
Intent under Captain William Davenport; and The Otter under Cap-
tain John Findley. It left Fort Pitt on March 8, 1766, and reached
Fort Chartres about the first of April. On the way down The Otter had
trouble and had to be lightened. This was Findley's usual luck. How
long Findley remained in Illinois is not known. Filson says he was in
Kentucky in 1767, trading with the Indians; but if this was so, it must
have been while he was traveling the Ohio River, for there were no
Indian towns in Kentucky in that year. Filson was doubtless thinking
of what Boone told him about his effort to get into Kentucky in 1767.

Findley perhaps returned to Lancaster and, with the money he had
carned, outfitted a new business, of which Indians were not to be
patrons. He engaged in horse-trading, and in the fall of 1768 wan-
dered south, where he spent the winter on the Yadkin, with Daniel
Boone, his old comrade-in-arms, in the Braddock campaign. Judge
Moses Boone, a son of Squire Boone, in a statement to Dr. Draper, told
how Findley used to leave his spare horses with the Boones while he
went out to trade; and how upon his return he sat around the fire and
told about the wonder-place, Kentucky, where he had traded with the
Indians.

These dreamers of adventure and the unappropriated wealth of the
great west soon formed an exploring company, composed of Findley,
Daniel and Squire Boone, and their brother-in-law, John Stewart.
Throughout the winter preparations were made, equipment collected,
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and methods discussed. The men employed Joseph Holden, James
Mooney, and William Cooley as hunters and camp-keepers; and on May
1, 1769, set forth for the promised land. Squire Boone stayed at home
mdefmdandhelpﬂlewomenunﬁldtemrncmpshouldbelaidby,
after which he was to go on with fresh supplies. The equipment of
the exploring party consisted of rifle, tomahawk, hunting-knife, and
traps; hunting-shirt, leggins, b in drawers, and a fur cap; a blanket
or bearskin for the night's comfort; a camp-kettle; salt and store of pro-
visions; powder-horn and bullet-pouch; ammunition; the tools for cast-
ing bullets; extra powder in a gourd; and a few other small articles,
such as flint, steel, and tinder, completed their outfit. With such equip-
ment they set out to lead the Anglo-Saxon race across the barriers that
stood between it and the conquest of the continent—with an equip-
ment with which a modern hunter would hardly dare to go into the
north woods for a week’s outing.

After scaling the Blue Ridge, they passed over the Stone Mountain
at the “Stairs”; over Iron Mountain and through the Valley of the
Holston; through Moccasin Gap in Clinch Mountain; into the Clinch
River valley; across Walden's Ridge, Powell's Mountain, and Powell’s
Valley to the Hunter’s Trail; and along it to Cumberland Gap, where
they entered the Warriors’ Trace. This they left after a distance, and
from it went westward to the headwaters of Roundstone Creek, Rock-
castle County, where they made a camp near a gap still known as
Boone'’s Gap.

Only those who have seen the southwestern Virginia valleys in the
springtime, seated like emerald gems in their encircling mountain ridges,
can appreciate what our explorers saw and fele. In that spring the
beauty of the wilderness was the primeval beauty of a forest before the
hand of man has desecrated it to the purposes of livelihood. As the
menpassedalong,wildﬂowemcarpetedtheirpﬂhway;:henewly
dressed shrubs and towering trees gently filtered the hot rays of the
springsunond:em;d:uevo&caofbirdsandsrreamsand fluttering leaves
spoke to them; and wherever they lifted their eyes, they saw the purple
mountains haloed with drifting clouds. No wonder that men who
walked amid such scenes found will, courage, and honor amplified; and
though small in numbers, but great in faith, boldly stepped beyond the
bounds of civilization and braved the dangers of the unknown that they
mightbuildthci:ﬁnmeuponfwndationssogoodandbemtifuL

.I.eavinghismmndesincamp,lhomdimbedtothempofabig
hill (probably the present Bear Mountain in southern Madison County),
and got his first glimpse of the levels of Madison and Garrard coun-
des. This convinced him that Findley was right about the proximity
of Kentucky. This question had been so vigorously discussed during
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their long passage through the laurel-clad mountains that Findley had
grown nervous and sxck.from anxiety, and was beginning to wonder

wheredleformerhadhadamdingposr. On this trip Findley’ s health
8ave way; so Boone built him a shelter, put food beside him, and set out
alone for the top of Pilot Knob (near the corner of Montgomery,
P?weil, and Clark counties), which Findley assured him was the travel-

Hurrying back to Findley, Boone cured him with his good news; and,
bringing up the others, they made their permanent camp beside Lulbe-
grud Creek in Clark County, a mile and a half from Findley’s old cabin.
This was the hunters’ paradise, which they had come so far to seek,
and of which Filson says, “we found everywhere abundance of wild
beasts of every sort, through this vast forest. The buffalo were more
frequent than I have seen cattle in the settlements, browsing on the
leaves of the cane, or cropping the herbage on those extensive plains.”

But there was trouble even in such an Eden, as Filson’s next para-
graph tells, for it says: “In this forest, the habitation of beasts of every
kind natural to America, we practiced hunting with great success, until
the 22nd day of December following. On this day John Stewart and
I had a pleasing ramble, but fortune changed the scene in the close
of it. 'We had passed through a great forest in which stood myriads of
trees, some gay with blossoms, others rich with fruits. Nature was here
a series of wonders and a fund of delightt * * * In the decline
of the day, near the Kentucky river, as we ascended the brow of a small
hill, 2 number of Indians rushed out of a canebrake upon us, and made
us prisoners. The time of our sorrow was now arrived and the scene
fully opened.” We must overlook the love of grandiloquent speech
which prompts Filson to say that trees were gay with blossoms on the
twenty-second day of December.

Their captors were a band of hunting Shawnees, under a chief named
CaptainWﬂl,whoforcedBoonemdSwwanmlendhimmtheircamg
took&omthemeverydﬁngsaveiustenoughmgetdmem back to the
settlements, and ordered them to leave. Boone and Stewart, unwilling
to lose their horses, followed them, and several nights later stole back




