BLEDSOE FAMILY FILE
1. Notes on Bledsoe.

2. Letter to Kathryn Owen from Ann Mefford dated Oct 6, 1984 concerning Brooks family of Clark
County.

3. Information on Bledsoe family compiled by Dorothy Brown Thompson; undated ; 8 pages.



NOTES ON BLEDSOE

(From)Files at Winchester Public Library-a letter to Dr. Doyle, no
date

Dr. Doyle;

: My great grandfather was William Adams who marrled Salllie Bledsoe,
danghter of John and Isabelle Bledsos. He lived on a farm about 3%
miles east of Winchester. He died Aug. 27, 1860. The story goes that
he got upon the fence to rest ak noon and fell, breaking hls neck.

I have never been able to find his fathers or mothers name. My great
grandmother on my mother's side was Margaret Major who married John
Stevinson. I would like to find the Major famlly. My great-great
grandmother on my father's side, Mary Rountree was daughter of Randall
Rountree. I have the Stevinson, Gordon, Hoge and Bruce lines pgpﬁgp
in Washlngton A

Lena M. White h

(Mrs. Joe White)
4323 Classen
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
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BLEDSOE

Three colonists by this name are listed in CAVALIFRS AND PIONEERS:

« 115, lists a patent to Thomas Symons of James City County, June 8, 1639, for
00 acres and one of the persons transported is a William Bletsoes A note states
that this patent was relinquished and the rights made use of in a patent of 800
acres granted 18 Oct. 1643.
Pe 152 lists this second patent, here spelling the mame William Blettsoe. Since
he does not appear again in the records, it has been suggested that he may have
rotum.ﬁmtb England, and be the William Bledsoe who appears in Harleien Mss.,
Bedfordshires

pe 128, lists a patent to Richard Jackson of Isle of Wight County, March 13, 16l1,
for L50 acres, 350 by assignment from Thomas Stamp and John Sweet of their right
from uransporting seven persons, and 100 acres for transporting two persons at his
own coste The list includes the name of Matthew lletstowe.

pe 263, lists the Ceorge Pletsoe as a headright of Col. Hugh 6 Dec 16524
This name does persist, as the George Bledsoe who founded the

County farily.

The William Bledsoe above, who seems to have disappeared, may have remained. He
could in point of time, have been the father of Ceorge, as you suggest. But in
view of the fact that seems v have come in independently, I think it more
probable that he was a kinsman from the Bedfordshire Bledsoes, whose presence
here may have encourasged George to comee That would account for Bledsoes whose
ancestry does mot trace to George. For example, Duvall, in his Northwmberland Co.
Records, p.3, lists:

19 March 1678/9e William Bledsoe and William Hobson vs. Mr. Henry Burdett,

This is too early to be William Bledsce, son of George, whose will was proved
some 90 years later. This should be explored furkhers

It is also possible that George Bledsoe of the 1652 headright could have come to
Virginia much earlier than the headright was claimedj in which case he could even
have been the father of the Ceorge Bledsce who made a will in Northumberland fiftye
three years later, Jan. 23, 1 being then "sick and weak in bedy*, but of
sound and perfect memory." The will was probated Aug. 15, 1705, so his death
occurred sometime in that sevenemonth interval,

After the 1652 date, the mext record of him so far found is Nove 6, 1672 (20 years
later) in the Minutes of Cowncil and Gemeral Court (ppe 318, 33L), when George
Bledsoe is in a MtuthJMMomhndinHortth Co.3 also
lhrchn, 1672/3-

George Bledsoe is listed as a tithable 1679 (Duvall, p.idd Other records in
Duvalls p.6, 10th June 1679, Ceorge Bledsoe vs Joln Harris, Jolm Waddy, and
Thomas Ingramj p.10, 16gh June 1681, Ann Gaylord, Adm. of Mr, James Gvind va.
George Bledsoej pe.23, 1687 George Blaisce appointed, with Mr. John Curtis and
Henry Butler, be surveyors of highwayej p. 27, lﬁthm 1689, petition of Mary,
widow and emex. of Capt. Richard Lymsfeild, deed, probate to her of the last will
by cathe of Thomas Winter and George Bledsoe.

One reason wihy records are few, is shown from the note with the will of George
Bledsoe Northumberland Co, Record Book li, pe 161

—rw———




GEORCE BLEDSOE (Cont'd = 2)
Again recorded Feb 22, 1710, the record heing bwnt, on motion of Jolm

Burnee
George Bledsoe was married before 1691, when his wife Amme released her dower in
& deed to Thomas Dameron (Northe Deeds 7, ps 28)s The marriage must have been 1682
or earlier, sinse Abraham their son was executer of his father's will A70L/
Abraham must then have been of age, so born by 1683, Thomas was apparently

under age at the time of George Bledsoe's will, and George
was providing for his educations Since Thomas sold land 15 July 1719, he mst lave
bean of age, therefore born before 1698, Anne apparently died about that time.

George Bledsoe married as his second wi fe, a widow, Elizabeth Iattimore, probably
about 1700, Probably her husband had been Clement Lattimore, who died 1698,
probate by Richard Lattimores (Duvdll, pel9) FHer own will (she died three years
aftar Ceorge Bledsoe) was dated 13 Feb, 1707/83 proved 20 July 17083 mmcupative,
drawn, not signed, "being in good health of body and of perfect memory." This will
indicates that she had two children by her Lattimore marrisge, and that she had no
chiildren by ner second m,rriage. She names her son Richard Lattimore; grarddaughters
Mary Berxy and Winifred nelmesj sonein-law William Nelmes and "my owm daughter
Elizabeth Nelnies wife of the sd Wm. Nelmes." they to be exers, It was witnessed
by Alexr., Mulraine, R. ch'd X Smith, Dan'l Dunaway; re-recorded by William Nelmes
22 March 1710/11. Other records listed by Duvall show that Richard Lattimore's
wife wvas Arme, and that Elizabeth was listed as both Elizabeth Bledsoe and
Elizabeth lattimore in records referring to her will:

ps62. 21 1708, Motion of William Nelmes and Elizabeth his wife, a Prgbate of
the last wi1l of Elizabeth Bledsoe to them, proved by Alextr Mulrame, Richard Smith
& Daniel Dunaway.

Pe93+20 Septes 1710, Richd. lattimore assignee of Wm. Nelmes & Eliza. his wife
assignee of Eliza, Lattimore deeds vs. Thomas Berry & Jno, Couthe exers of last
will of Demnis Gomway dismt.

peThe 18 May 1705, Richard Lattimore and Ame his wife ack. deed of indenture to
Robte Carter. Esqe

In Tyler, Ve II, pe 108, Mary, dau Wm. Berry me Thomas Harding. Probably Mary was
dau of t marriage of Elizabeth lattimore who m (2) William Nelmes, (This is
that confusing "daughter Elizabeth Berry" who was not George's at alls,)

Elizabeth Lattimore had some property when she married George Bledsoe, evidenced not
only by her own will, but by his, He leaves to his “loving wife Eligabeth Bledsoe all
that estate she finds wpon the plantation she brought aleng with her, and if she
thinks it not convenient to leave the same estate and take her proportiomable part
with the rest of my chiliren likewise allow one cow and the negro Nan, and if i%

God to call me before mhidbemsodtiontioemidme the crop is disposed ofthat
she shall have her share with my children in the aforesaid crop."

The order of birth of George Bledsoe's children, all by his first wife Amne

is uncertain, but Abraham and William were among the older ones, since they were
appointed executors of the will, and probably they were close together in ages
Thomas was certainly the youngest. Jolm appears to have been the third sone
s




GEORGE BLEDSOE (conttd 3)

Goorgominndiﬂmtmtogoryfornmrmon;mprovinonmndcm
him ever to own land, and he must have had a disabili (if physical, it was not i
from farming his brother's land)e He may not have been
alwgtthch-ishtmnnorhwhanbm'\dmu There i8 no record o
indicate whether or not Jolm or Ceorge was marrieds John apparently left no
heirs since Thomss later sold land which had been left to Joln. It would appear r
ﬁmwo:ohhdmcﬁldrnbhhritﬁnhnd,ﬁshnmhmm
« or perhaps it was a matter of persomalify. Thoms remains
wntraced, and may be the ancestor of Bledsoes diffienlt to places Abraham and
William are the ones whose lines are known. No daughters were named in Ceorge
Bledsoe's will, which does not prove that there were nonej provision would have
made for them at marviage. Only one, Sarah who married Thomas Dameronm, drey has

I. Ceorge Bledsoe, untraced, He was to "have liberty to work upon the said land"
given to his bro John “"without any trouble or molestation of the said John, provided
h&omhmmmmmmwum,humtume

II. Abraham Bledsce, born beofre 1683/k gmc. father's will 1705); 1753
in Opanville Co. N. Carolina, Married (1 Katherine Ball before 1 (pe 66,
Duvall) dau Thomas Ball by lst wifes Married (2) Savah o (WeR.Brockman

mmnmam.bﬂummni&mu Kelly
Idesce oum:) suggests that she may have been a Cave. Sepb. 8, 1728,

© Bledsoe (whose dau Cave) had no son Abrahan
that has ever been found, Miss Kelly suggests tha uncle Abraham Bledsoe
could have married a sister of Benjamin's and thus become 8 bro=in=law)e

Abraham sold John Burne land left by his father Uec.Bledsoe "near to head of

Greek in Wiccomico Parish (Fleet vel9) and they Fad engaged in a family lawsult in
1706e Abraham Bledsoe settled in Spottsylvania Co. Va., where his bro William was
the firet Sherff under Cov, Spottswoods They seem to have held land together on
several occasions, and to have been on the best of temms. In these indemtures,
Abraham made his mark, and William signed. His second wife Sarah 1732 acknowledged
wmmu:mm-ﬂac.mmntwn&mm-
Parish, Sptosylvania. Abraham eprarently had one son by his first mrriage to
nwmwwmmaammn.muodlm.mco.n.o-r.
His other children seem to have been Sarah's. Three of his sons are discussed at
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GEORGE BLEDSOE (cont'd L)

length in Cisco's HIST, SUMMER CO, TENN, P 55 et seq; Col Anthony Bledsoe,
Isaac Bledsoe, and Abraham Bledsoe. Isaac and Abraham, at least, settled
. Carolina, The father, Abraham Bledsce, named in his will: wife Savah, sons
, Abraham, Thomas, Jacob, lMeese, and Aaron, and refers to "the rest of my

]

. childred," Exers Sarah and soneinelaw Henry Thornton. One of these other children

was Sarah Bledsoe who m (1) white (2) Benjamin Rush III in 1773 Her will
(Bke AeBe53 Franklin Coe Ne 0ar.) 18 said to name the bros and sisters rot mmed in
her father's will; but I do not have a copye

III. ‘William Bledsoe (see later)

IVe Jolm Bledsoe, be before 1683, dJolm singly, and later with bro Thomas, was
fined for not going to church in Wicomico Parish, 171L, 1718. This probably marks
the beginning of the Baptist adherence of the family. John evidently died 718 or
lﬁghmthm.dhthahndhntohm;unm;d.hlmmﬂ;m:n

c remne.

Ve Sarah Mﬂ. me Thomas Demeron, Jre (be 1650) (Tyler v.23, p.122) son of
lawrence Dameron and wife Dorothy, whose land joined George Bledsoe's.

VI MMMme(mofqolm,MMWw
at churche He was t% ve three years schooling, cost to be shared by Abraham,
William, amd John, and one feather bed. He was to receive land of any brothers who
mfu'th?mm and received Jom's., It is not known whether he marriedj no

r trace.

wWillian Bledsoe, son of Cearge Bledsoe and first wife Ame was born by
1433 or earlier (of age when exec, of father's will 1704/5). He cl{od in Culpeper
Coe Vae will dated Dece 27, 17693 proved April 15, 1770. He must have been in his
middle eighties when he died.

He was also twice married, and like his father, his first wife was Annej his second
Elizabeth. The maiden names of neigher is known, but it seems probably that his
second wife's maiden nmme was Mumford, She was the widow of Charles Stephens of
Spotse. Co. whose will was dated June 2L, 172635 probated by her as the wife
of William Bledsoe Aug 1, 1727 She had three chiliren by her Stephens (Stevens)
marriage; Mumford Stevens (later to marry his stepesister Winifred Bledsoe)j Mattie
Stevensj and Elizabeth Stevens. William Bledsoe apparently had ten, though some
were certainly married and in t heir own hames. Even so, it must have been quite a
!%J.shouduld,htnubalumhdwamormmondurrhgo..luqh.m
1738«

William Bledsoe was the first Sheriff of Spotsylwania County, under Gove. Spottswcod.
;32 Grozier's Spts.CoeRecse pe512, Sheriffs of Spotsylvania County, Deed Book A,
2«291

Wi, Blodsoe, Gente Come dated July 9, 1722, Took oath of office at first court
held for Spotsylvanmia County, August 1722 (page 16) :

He appears to have served two terms as Sheriff, since Thomas Chew's commission is

M dated 1 30, 1724, In Va, MAG. HISTs ve12, pe 351, is a quotation from the records
"~ of the of Va. Cownecil, May 2, 172Ls




“ and being asked why
. he answered that he was

. Simpson
runs which was devised to Peachey Bledsoe, son of Moses Bledsoe,

who was
‘ Several deeds of gift are extant which seem to involve Moses the eldest

BLEDSOE = Cont'd 5)

he did
attend the Officers urh.::

mduﬁuahtwﬂk‘:?;hmlmwmchhtmﬁl
wdertook to draw for him,

transeribed, and mow produced in Councile And it appesring to the Board that the
lddwudmtuodﬂwmtn!mwtththuMmetw
which he is to account, he is thereupon dismist.

He was comrissioned & captain in the county militia Sept 2, 1729 From Crozier, peSlls |

fficers of the Colonial Militia of Spotsylvania County, who producing
te oo sedots befure the Court of Kis oot s’ fomourabls Justices for the
County aforesaid, took the caths as directed by lawe

Opder Book 1724=30
Cap william Bledsoe and his of ficers, James Willisms and Ceorge Home, took ye
oath, September 2, 1729 (page 3h2.)

William Bledsoe's name appears often in land transactions. July i, 1708, he sold
land adjoining his pastures (m Rece Bk ll’ P 22) Msrch 19’ lm. he sold land
to Samuel Heathy and his wife Anne released her dower (0.BeS5.pe263). With his
brother Atraham, he patented a large acreage in Spots. Cos May 20, 1726 (deeds
signed by Williamy Abraham made marke)

Auge 8, 1727 Abraham X Bledsoe and William Bledsoe of Spots Coe planters, to
Awustine Smith of Spots Cos Gene 333 a of land in S5t, Geo. Par. Spotse Cos part
of mobeet patent granted the sd Bledsoes May 30, 1726, Witnesses: Thos, Chew, James
W’ Rec, Augte 1. 1727,

Octr, 6, 1730, William Bledsoe of Ste Ceos Pare Spts Coe Gente to Joln Taliaferro
of same par, andco, part of tmct sd Bledsoe lives on. Z. Lewis, M. Battdlay.

It seems probable, though we do not lmow the order of birth of William Bledsoe's
children, that Hannah, whe married Benjamin Cave, was the oldest child. Moses may
hmﬂbmwbmﬂhmtmtmmitninthspﬁ.co.MMJ,
tﬂ- 2, which calls him William's son and heir « a phrase not lightly used at that
:

Augte 10, 1779 « « » 27k as in Spts. Cos whereon Simpscn's Ordinary stands, on main
road from Fredksburg to Opange and Culpeper Counties and adjoins lands of Cole
Alexander Spotswood and Mattapony, and is land formerly pe tented by Wm. Bledsoe,
58 a mommpet conveyed by the sd to Jno, Taliaferro « « o the remainder

%
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heir
of the sd Wm,

&3
g

Joseph the youngest (who was also son of the second wife)s Moses died fi
before his father 1764, It may be assumed that the middle children had
care of in deeds no longer extant, since William Bledsce's will gives

furni ture, but not landj and Hamah, Joseph, and the childiren of Moses, one
shilling each, as having "gotten their share, "Hannah and Joseph were xit ommi tted
from the general division of the estate. Beside Moses, he had a daughter Sarah who

;-—d
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BLEISOE (cont'd 6)

married Benjamin Powell, who also predeceased her father, her husband witnessing
william Bledsoe's wille

The deeds of Gifts

Deed Book D 174251, Feby L, 1750, William Bledsoe, Gent. to his sen "Mesges Bledsoe
during ks natuwal life, to his son William Bledsoe" etce 100 acres on North Side of
mill branch of Hunting Run, Elizabeth, wife of William Bledsoe, ackeher dower, etce

Deed Book E 1751-61e April 30, 179, Willian Bledsoe of Ste Ceo Par Spts Cos to his
g m;hdloo. Negor. Wit, Joseph Brock, Joeph Bledsce, William A, Lompton,

ﬁruso.rf . William Bledsoe of Sptse Cos to his son, Joseph Bledsoe, Negro.
tne Joseph Moses Bledsoe, William X. Lampton, May 1, 1759

Nov 21, 1759 William Bedsoe and Elizabeth his wife, of the first part; Moses
Bledsoe of Spise. Coe of the second parts and Joseph Bledsoe (son of Sd Wme Bledsoe
and his wife) of the third part. 100 a. in Ste Geo Pars Spts Coese

Mine years later, Joseph, then marriedysells land:

SXIX Deed Book G 1766=Tle Sept 5, 1768, Joseph Bledsoe of Spotss Cos and Elizabeth
mmsm;‘.m-.nst.eum. Sptse Ooe given sd. Joseph Bledsoe by his father
e

William wndoubtedly provided for his daughters at marrisge, and may have settled land
mmothnsenluthqmofago.oratthtuuofhnammgq records
should be explored further.

Many of this family wnet to Kentuwckye, William vas in Kentucky by 1762, The Reve
Aaron "moved out of the s tate® after a turbulent career, and presumbly went to
mw,nwm“nmmmmmcmmmm The
M.Juqm,mofmwm.mm-mtnﬂnormhmwm
ntuabmh.ndmmmmﬂmmumhthmtowofthlum

children of Wn Bledsoe and 1st wife Arme (order uncertain) .
I. Hannah Bledsoe. bece 1700=53 de after 1762 (Benj.Cave's death) mece 1719 Benjamin
Cave, Burgess from Orange Uoe, Sheriff, Justice, Vestryfem, Capt. of Militia.

Chi 1drent
1, Elizabeth Cave (1720=1785) me17L2 Cols Wm. Johnson, Membe.Vae Assembly, 9 ch
2. John Cave (1732-1810) m Mildved Bellj 6 ch. Scott Cos Kye
3, Ann Cave be 173k, d after 1808, Ky; m (1) Philemon Kavanaugh, 3 ch (only
surviving child Elizabeth Kavanaugh who m the Reve Jom Taylor)e Am (cave)
Kavanaugh m (2) william Strother of Orange, who had family by lst mj no ch
by 2nd me Moved to Kye3 Wme Strother de1808 in Woodford Co.
ke Benjamin Cave, Jre (1735-1832) me Elizabeth Belrield; 6 che Build "Montebello."
%, William Cave (de180k) m (1) Mary Mallory, to Ky 1781 with Traveling Churchy
n (2) 1783 widow (3) 1793 Susanna became Baptist preacher late in life.
6e David Cave, de 1792, Urmarried, WUE': Va.
7e Barah Cave, bs 1715 Orange Cos
8, Harmah Cave (1748=1817) m. Capt. Uriel Mallory 1768, died at Yorktown; 7 ch
9, Richard Cave (1750-1816) m Elizabeth Craig, 6 ch. Baptist preacher,




BLEDSOE (Cont'd

II. lMoses Bledsce, died 1764: m deu Col, Wn. Peachey: son Penchay
Bledsce :

III. George Bledsos, nimed lst in father's will (loses hed died five
years earlier)so zssumed to be second son. -

IV. iillie Bledsoe m George Weatherall, Justice of Culpeper. i div

V. Mary Bledsce, d, 1802, Married (1) Ambrose Powell, 4 ca. (2)
Benjanin Rowe,

Vi. Villiam Bledsce =m (prob.) Sally Morton. To Ky. before 1732.
VIiI. John Bledsoe, d, 1799, Clark Co. Kye m Blizabeth Vhite; 6 ch,

VIII. Aaron Bledsoe m (1) Mildred Hord (2) K.rgeret liller. Children
mentioned in father's will (names not ‘mown)., Baptist preacher

IX. V¥inifred Bledsoe m Mumford Stevens, her step-brother.
Children of William Bledsoe and second wife Eligabeth (Mumford) Stevens:

X. Sarah Bledsos b, ¢. 1728; d, before 1769 (father's will) m Bene
Jamin Powell, dro of Ambrose Powsll vho married her eister Mary; 6 ch.

XI. Joseph Bledsce, b. 1738; 4. + @ Slizabeth Miller (dau Col.
Wn., Miller and wife Jans Hord) 9 ch, eaid to have in (2) a
Hise Bates of Creekboro, Ky had son John., She in (2) a Mr Chapmen.

(have a Miller line, aleo Hord.)
* Japt Uriel Malleory (1738-1824) died futato. Orange CoVa. Will of reco d there.
Semple., HIST, VA, BAPT. Penle Hd,

p 163. Upper Bssex church in the Dover issociation, orgnnised ae a chruch 1772,
and lay elders ordained. Nos having any pastor, lewie Craig continued to visit
them, and was much beloved. Vhen he could not attend as often as they wished,
they invised Elder Joseph Bledsos to take the cire of them. He, however, living
in Spotglvania could not, o- did not, perfurm the duties of pastor, This ended
rather in confusion.

P. 185. Orange Association was divided, Oct. 13, 1791, into three distiict
agsociation; beginning at Fredericksburg, up Bappa River to Barreti's Yord;
thence along Carolina Road to the Three-Notched Road; thence down the s:me to
thelyrd Creek to James iiver, to compose one Association to be called "Coshen
Asgociation,"

Secondly, beginning at Barret's Ford; thence up the Rapidan to the head
of same, leaving Blue Run church to her choice which of the two upper Assocciations
she chooses to Jjion, All the churches of the south side of said boundaries to
compose & 24 assoc, to be called the "Albemarle Associztion."

Thirdly. All churches on north side of sd boundaries to compose a 3rd



BLEDSOR. (Cont'd

' Ailpe. to 'bo‘umd V'qu.p.por ,Alubc." W

k d aw i’ L 4 L P A 3 ¥ 3 ™ 5 1 . ;
Goshen contains all the churches in the counties of Spoteylvanis and Louiss,
together with a part of those in Caroline, Hanover, Goochland apd Orange,...

. Oct. 1’?. 1?9‘? visited by John ﬂhg. » JNext assoc, was -Ws.n-hd“tp -n_f' a}
Bledsge's meeting-house, Orange county, begimping om the 3rd Saturday in October.

Saturday, Oct. 17, 1795. They met according to appointment. This meeting was
held at the North Pamunkey meeting-house, called Bledsoce's after A. Bledsoe,
who preached there statedly at the time. :

L

p. 202. Wilderness. This is & numerous church, in the upper end of Spotsylvania.
They had for their first pastor Joseph » They were not happy under his
care. When he moved to Kentucky®, his lLro Aaron Bledsoe, became their stated
minister. In 1788 they enjoyed smiles of Heaven in a precious revival conducted
chiefly under the ministry of Aaron Bledsoe. The church increased to 130.

Mr. Bledsce's labors were much blessed among them, until some unhappiness

arigsing from his ececentric flights he resigned his care, Since that time Mr.
Edward Elly has been an occasional pastor for them., Mr. Elly is a worhty man,

and a sound preacher., The church has enhoyed peace and harmeny under his ministry.

* Joseph Bledsoe became pastor at Gilbert's Creek Church, in Kentusy, in
1783. He left a son, Williem , who became a Baptist minister; also a son, Josse,
who became & prominent lawyer and politician, and was for several years Judge
of the Circuit Court, and also in the United States Senate.

Wilderness meeting-house was situated in the northwestern corner of Spotsp-
lvania county, and the original site is still occupied by the church as a place
of worship. The country adjacent was more than once occupeid by contending
armies during the eivil war, and the records of the church were destroyed.

p.219., North Fork of Pamunkey, This is a large church, but has been much larger,
heving of late (1802) passed through not only cold but very afflicting times.
Some of the old Baptist preachers labored in these part: at an eerly peried

of the rise of the Baptists. Mr. Aaron 21%!9! was among their first pro-
selytes, having been previously » dissipated ch racter. So soon as he believed
hinself to be a convert he beg n to persuade others., His geal was unabating. -
He missed no opportunity to exhort, advise and admopish any nnd every man he met
vith., Ne was really in season and out of season., Hiving a singular degree of
boldness he would not be abaghed. Great men, little man, rich man of poor man
were 211 equal with him, as it respected his confidence. He was neve:r to be
swerved from his point or put to the blush. By his unwearied seal, though f'r
from being a man of knowledge or gifts, he made serious impreseions upon many.
A church was constituted and he chosen their pastor, The gjgecipline of the

church was by no means regular. No decision could be had without un-
animity, which often clogged, often discoursged them, But the zea},‘f
forwardness of their pastor surmounted meny of these obstructions. The
church increaséd. In 1788 they experienced an extensive revival; sev-
eral hundred were baptized, so that in 1792, when they became a part
of the Goshen Association, they had about 350 members. (a note at this
point says:"The weeting house of this church was situated about 8 miles
southeast of Orange Courthouse, on the road leading to Urange Springs,
and substantially on the ssme site occupied by the brick edifice in




e —— —

which the church worships’ at present.” (1894)).

In the year 1806 Mr Bledsoe

was accused of fraudulent dealings, which

he denied, though too plainly proven. ‘The church excluded ‘nim, althqugh t
there was a large minority in his fsvor who thought him innocent. Neo
man bly ever felt more

‘chargin at being uded than Mr Bledsoee.

He s moved away out of the State, and is ‘since dead. Many gooc men
doutted whether Mr Bledsoe ever doalﬁd anything improper. (A note
' brovhier o Jo :

says: "faron Bledso¢ was

-

Spfy: & Rups1ss prescher prev-

. “fously mentioned in this volume as having removed to Kentucky."
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